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A Brief Look at 

the History of 

Windows

Unit 3



2

Constitution Week

ÅFreedom of speech

ÅFreedom from unreasonable 

search and seizure
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Windows Evolution
ÅWindows 1.x

ÅWindows 2.x

ÅWindows 3.x

ÅWindows for Workgroups

ÅWindows NT

ÅWindows 95

ÅWindows 98

ÅWindows 2000

ÅWindows Me

ÅWindows XP
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Windows 1.x

ÅEnhanced version of MS-DOS shell.

ÅSupported cooperative multitasking.
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Windows 2.x

ÅAdded icons to represent files.

ÅAllowed application windows to 

overlap.

ÅSupported PIFs for DOS mode.

ÅWindows/386 allowed multiple DOS 

sessions in extended memory.
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Windows 3.0

ÅAdded the Program and File 
managers to the display.

ÅAllowed Windows to take full 
advantage of the Intel 80386 
processor features.

ÅSupports virtual memory on the hard 
disk drive.
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Windows 3.1

ÅImproved the graphical display 

capabilities.

ÅAdded full multimedia support.
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Windows 3.11

ÅAdded a full 32-bit application 

environment.

ÅNot a true 32-bit operating 

system.
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Windows for Workgroups

ÅAdded limited network support 

to both Windows 3.1 and 

Windows 3.11. 

ÅOnly Windows for Workgroups 

3.11 widely used because of its 

support for 32-bit applications.
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Windows NT 3.x

Å32-bit Windows operating system.

ÅTrue network operating system.

ÅComes in two flavors, server and 
workstation.

ÅUses Windows 3.1-style GUI.

ÅSomewhat compatible with DOS 
and earlier versions of Windows.
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Windows NT 4

ÅUses Windows 95-style GUI.

ÅProvides preemptive multitasking.

ÅSystem completely protected from 
errant 16-bit and 32-bit Windows-
based applications.

ÅUnlimited system resources.

ÅBusiness oriented operating system.
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Windows 95a, 

Windows in Transition

ÅA bridge from the 16-bit world of 
Windows 3.X to the 32-bit world of 
Windows NT

ÅRuns Windows 3.11 and MS-DOS 
programs.

ÅRuns most 32-bit Windows NT 
programs.



13

Windows 95 Expands the 

World of Computing

Å32-bit operating system.

ÅRelies on MS-DOS to support a 

portion of the hardware interface.

ÅSupports long file names.

ÅAdds Internet capabilities.
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Windows 98

ÅUpdated version of Windows 95

ÅMany new features

ÅFixes many of the bugs in 
Windows 95

ÅBetter hardware support

ÅBetter Internet integration
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Windows 2000

ÅUpdated version of Windows NT 4

ÅMany new features

ÅFixes many of bugs in Windows NT4

ÅBetter hardware support

ÅBetter Internet integration
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The Registry
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The Registry

ÅA collection of database files 

containing configuration and 

preference information. 



18

The Registry Contains

ÅInformation formerly stored in 

several places, including:

ïCONFIG.SYS

ïAUTOEXEC.BAT

ïWIN.INI, and other .INI files

ïOther config files created by 

applications
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Editing the Registry

ÅRegedit
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There is no Undo

ÅNo ñSave Asò

ÅNo ñExit without Savingò
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The system could 

crash
ÅSome changes occur now!

ÅSome changes require reboot
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Most adjustments can be 

done at the GUI

ÅControl Panel

ÅTweakUI

ÅProperties tabs
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Registry Editing Rules:

Donôt attempt to edit the 

registry before you:

1. Make a backup.

2. Can restore from a backup.

3. Test the backup mechanism.
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Registry Editing Rules:

Donôt edit the registry if you 

can make the change in a 

dialog box.

The GUI watches out for youé

ébut Regedit doesnôt care.
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Registry Editing Rules:

Donôt fool with the 

registry on an 

important computer.
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The Registry is 

Critical!

ÅIf the registry fails, Windows fails

ÅThe registry can be corrupted

ÅThe registry can be backed-up

ÅThe registry can be restored
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Registry Backups

ÅWin 95 is manual

ÅWin 98 is automatic

ÅWin Me is automatic

ÅWin 2000/XP are manual/automatic
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Windows 95: No workable 

backup scheme

ÅThe backup scheme doesnôt 

work well

ÅMake manual backups ASAP!

ÅUse regedit commands to 

backup and repair
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Windows 95 Emergency 

Preparation

ÅMake registry backups ASAP

ÅCopy them to a safe place

ÅNot if, but when
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Windows 98 makes five 

backups

ÅA backup a dayé

ÅRecovery is almost automatic
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Windows 98 Emergency 

Preparation

ÅCopy one of the rb00*.cab files to 

a safe place
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WindowsMe makes 

five backups

ÅAuto-Recovery is questionable

ÅSystem Recovery is designed to fix 

problems
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Windows Me Emergency 

Preparation

ÅCreate ñrestore pointsò in 

System Restore

ÅCopy one of the rb00*.cab files 

to a safe location
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Windows 2000 

ÅLast Known Good startup

ÅInherently more secure
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Windows 2000 Emergency Prep

ÅCreate an Emergency Repair Disk 

(ERD) using Backup
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Windows XP

ÅLast Known Good Startup

ÅDriver Rollback

ÅSystem Restore

ÅOther Tools
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Windows 98 Registry Files

Files

LocationLocation
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Hives

Files/HivesFiles/Hives

LocationLocation
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The

Registry
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Subtrees

SubtreesSubtrees
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Keys

KeysKeys
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Subkeys

SubkeysSubkeys
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Value Entry
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Binary Data
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Typical Subkey Data
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ÅHive File

ïRegistry

ÅSubtree

ïKey

»Subkey

-Value Entry
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The Windows 

Desktop
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The WindowsThe Windows

Desktop
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