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Indent 1/2" ——>The general structure of Dostoevsky’s novel Crime and Punishment must be

seen in terms of the main character, Raskolnikov. Raskolnikov is best seen as two
characters (Pachmuss 70). He sometimes acts in one manner and then suddenly ina <— 1" ——>
manner completely contradictory, compelling one to view him as having a split
personality. Perhaps the best description of Raskolnikov occurs in chapter two when
Raskolnikov’s friend tries to explain to his mother how he has been of late:
He is morose, gloomy, proud, and haughty, and of late he has been

For quotes
exceeding » suspicious and fanciful. He has a noble stature and a kind heart; he does

fourlines,
indent 1" not like showing his feelings and would rather do a cruel thing than open
his heart freely. . . . It's as though he were alternating between two

characters. (Dostoevsky 182)

These two characters are best represented as his cold, intellectual,

detached side

which, according to Temira Pachmuss, “emphasizes power and self-will” (K1), and his
warm, humane, compassionate side which “suggests self-submissiveness and

meekness” (72).
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