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Teaching the History of Science: Some Resources 
Joy Hakim’s Science History Books
Aristotle Leads the Way and Newton at the Center are published by Smithsonian Books can be found just about anywhere. Joy’s website is www.joyhakim.com and if you’re interested in the teaching materials, contact Maria Garriott, Curriculum Program Coordinator/Curriculum Writer, The Johns Hopkins University. Her e-mail address is mgarriott@CSOS.jhu.edu 

Readers Theatre Book

For more fun plays like “Friction in the Factory”, find Kendall Haven’s book, Great moments in science: experiments and readers theatre. Engelwood, Colorado: Teachers Ideas Press. 1996

Cavendish Reenactment

John Walker of Fourmilab Switzerland gives us, “Bending Spacetime in the Basement”, his homespun experiments with gravitation and really cool videos of reenactments of Henry Cavendish’s famous torsion balance, which he used in 1798 to first try and measure the gravitational constant proposed by Isaac Newton. 

http://www.fourmilab.ch/gravitation/foobar/
Microbe Hunters
To read the real deal, check out Paul de Kruif’s “classic book of the major discoveries of the microscopic world.” I read parts of it to my 5th graders for years, so don’t be dissuaded! 
Science Timeline Mural 

To revisit my science timeline mural and read the ever evolving “Guide to the Mural”, go to www.people.virginia.edu/~cgs2d/mural.htm . If you decide to try and create your own, let me know! Feel free to use the images with your students.
Michael Fowler’s “Galileo and Einstein” Course
http://galileo.phys.virginia.edu/classes/109N/home.html Distinguished UVa professor Michael Fowler has a fabulous website full of lecture notes from his course, and unique applets simulating historical science. It’s a wonderful introduction to the history of physics.

Sci-Ed Website

http://www.sci-ed.ca/index.html This Canadian organization is devoted to promoting the teaching of the history of science. It has links to publications, resources, and conferences sites

Science Timeline Website

http://www.sciencetimeline.net/index.htm This website is full of facts and dates, but what’s unique is that you can click and choose the facts and dates you like and print out just the ones you want.
Some History of Science Books I’ve Read Lately and Recommend

The Map that Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology, by Simon Winchester

The Seashell on the Mountaintop: How Nicolaus Steno Solved an Ancient Mystery and Created a Science of the Earth, by Alan Cutler

The Chemical History of a Candle, by Michael Faraday

Electric Universe, by David Bodanis

A Short History of Nearly Everything, by Bill Bryson   (This one gets **** four stars!)
Science in Ancient Rome, by Jacqueline L. Harris

Science in Ancient Greece, by Kathlyn Gay

Tesla: Man out of Time, by Margaret Cheney
The Ascent of Science, by Brian L. Silver

Sidereus Nuncius or The Sidereal Messenger, by Galileo Galilei

Newton’s Gift: How Sir Isaac Newton Unlocked the System of the World, by David Berlinski

George Washington Carver: Botanist, by Gene Adair

The Planets, by Dava Sobel

On the Magnet, by William Gilbert
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Contact Information:

Christine Schnittka

Curry School of Education

University of Virginia

405 Emmet Street South

P.O. Box 400273

Charlottesville, VA 22904-4273

Email: cgs2d@virginia.edu
Website: www.people.virginia.edu/~cgs2d
