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Abstract
This is where students provide the abstract.  The abstract is a brief, comprehensive summary of the contents of the paper.  It allows the reader to survey the contents of your paper quickly. A well-prepared abstract can be the most important single paragraph in your paper.  A strong abstract is accurate, nonevaluative, coherent, readable, and concise.  Put simply, the abstract provides a snapshot of your paper for the reader. Typically, the abstract contains the research topic, questions, participants, methods, results, data analysis, and conclusions.  It should also include possible implications and future research directions. The length of an abstract varies between 150-250 words.  Please note that an abstract is a single paragraph WITHOUT paragraph indentation.  Please do NOT indent this paragraph.  All other paragraphs in the body of the paper should be indented.

Keywords: insert keywords from your paper here, lowercase, separated by commas

 Paper Title Goes Here Again (should be same as on title page but with a Level 1 Heading)


The body of the paper opens with an introduction that presents the specific problem under study and describes the research strategy.  The introduction is never labeled because its position in the manuscript clearly identifies it as the introduction.  The introduction should provide a clear rationale for why the topic/problem is important.  It should also relate the current study to previous research in the area and provide clear links to theory.  Essentially, the introduction accomplishes three tasks:  1) it explores the importance of the problem; 2) it describes/reviews relevant scholarship, and 3) it states research questions and/or hypotheses.  The literature review always concludes with the research questions and or hypotheses that will be answered/tested in the paper.  Put simply, the first section of the research paper includes an introduction, rationale, and literature review as it builds a case for conducting the study.  The argument must contain a sufficient rationale and justification for conducting the research and answer the “so what?” question, review relevant literature related to the topic, and provide a summary of the purpose, objective, and specific questions that will be answered. 

Method


The Method section explains to the reader how the questions are going to be answered.  It describes in detail how the study was conducted, including conceptual and operational definitions of the variables used in the study.  Different types of studies will rely on different language to describe the method; however, a complete description of the method(s) used will enable the reader to evaluate the appropriateness of your method(s) and the reliability and the validity (as appropriate) of your results.  The Method section is typically divided into participants and sampling procedures (who), measures (what), and research design (how, when, and where).

Participants


All research studies are expected to identify the participants and describe the sample adequately.  Detail the major demographic characteristics of the sample including age; gender identity; ethnic and/or racial group; level of education; and any characteristics that may assist in the interpretation of results.

Sampling Procedures

Sample size, power, and precision.

Measures and Covariates

Research Design

Experimental Manipulations or Interventions.

Put simply, the Method section of the paper clearly identifies the research questions and/or research hypotheses as well as the design of the study (subjects, variables, conceptual and operational definitions, and detailed procedures). Students need to provide precise information about the sampling and subjects as well as specific details of the exact procedures that were followed (including the process of obtaining informed consent). 
Results

The results section of the paper should provide the reader with the answer to the questions that were posed at the end of the first section of the paper.  In the results section data must be reported in sufficient detail to justify any proposed conclusions. Students will present the complete statistical/descriptive results of their study. While the results may be relatively short (depending on the specific methods used), it must be written using appropriate language, rules, and social science customs—following APA 6th edition guidelines.  Results should include detailed information about: 1) recruitment; 2) ancillary analyses; 3) participant flow; 4) intervention or manipulation fidelity; 5) baseline data; 6) statistics and data analysis; and 7) adverse events.

Discussion


The Discussion section is perhaps the most important.  This is the place where students need to: 1) evaluate and interpret the implications of their findings by drawing inferences and conclusions from them, identify; 2) acknowledge the possible limitations of the study; and 3) describe directions for future research.  The Discussion section should open with a clear statement of the support or nonsupport for hypotheses—offering post-hoc explanations for hypotheses that were not supported—but should not simply be a regurgitation of the Results section. It is critical that interpretations not go beyond the data analyzed.  The Discussion section should end with a reasoned and justifiable commentary on the importance of the findings.  The conclusion should be brief, tightly reasoned, self-contained, and not overstated. 

The contents of this template (APA6thTemplate.dot) provide many of the styles necessary to write a research paper.  However, this template is NOT meant to replace the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (2010).  Students are expected to purchase the official manual.
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