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CJT 601 is designed to give students an introduction into graduate studies in Communication. To this end, the course is divided into four major "content" areas:

 

1) Foundations: In this first section, we will trace the intellectual development of our discipline and review the theoretical and epistemological questions that drive our research.

 

2) Research in Context: The second section introduces some of the salient research and methodological approaches in the analysis of dyads, groups, organizations, media, and cultures.

 

3) Important Works: While picking the "best" in our discipline is contentious at best, there seems to be some intersubjective agreement on the Woolbert Winners. These award-winning monographs have been selected for their profound and lasting contribution to our discipline.

 

4) Critical Theorists and Forgotten Voices: In our last section, we will review some of the more exciting directions our discipline is exploring. 

 

The "form" of the course will utilize a seminar-learning format (also referred to as the dialectic/Platonic format) in which students actively engage the readings and each other. In my role as professor, I will not lecture; I will serve as a facilitator and a resource for discussions. As a result, students must read ALL the assigned material and be prepared to discuss, debate, and question the readings if the class is going to most effectively meet the 8 established learning objectives: 

 

1) To be introduced into the graduate environment

2) To learn the research skills needed to be successful in graduate school

3) To obtain a fundamental understanding of the history of communication

4) To become familiar with the major researchers in our discipline

5) To become familiar with the major works in our discipline

6) To become familiar with the major theoretical approaches, methods, and questions in our discipline

7) To obtain a holistic appreciation for the diversity of assumptions, methods, and research in our discipline

8) To define tentatively an area of research and a series of questions that sparks your interest and passions

 

 

Required Material 

 

Solomon, R. C., & Higgins, K. M. (1996). A short history of philosophy. New York: Oxford University Press.

 

Littlejohn, S. W. (1996). Theories of human communication. (6th ed.) Belmont, CA: Wadswort Publishing Company. 

 

Anderson, J. A. (1996). Communication theory: Epistemological foundations. New York: The Guilford Press.

 

Postman, N. (1985). Amusing ourselves to death: Public discourse in the age of show business. New York: Penguin Books. 

 

Reading packet @ Ikon Printing (on Limestone)

 

 

Assignments

 

 

Four Intertextual Papers (100 points each): 

-For each one of the four sections of the class, you will be asked to write an intertextual paper that searches for common themes, lessons, and motifs. The idea is not to comment on one work, but to "say something smart" about the conversation that emerges when these works are read in concert. Each paper will be 5 to 7 typed pages in length.

 

Annotated Bibliography (300 points)

-One of the learning objectives of the class is to help you define an area of research and a series of questions that sparks your passions and interests. Consequently, you are asked to create an annotated bibliography by thoroughly reviewing an area of literature and composing short abstracts summarizing each of the works. If done well, this project should be of great utility to you in the future, e.g., subsequent classes, qualifying exams, thesis/dissertation.

 

Class Participation (100 points)

-As stated earlier, the course is designed around a graduate-seminar format. As a result, your willingness to participate is crucial.

 

Final (200 points)

-You will be given a cumulative examination at the end of the semester. 

 

Total—1000 Points

 

 

 

Course Schedule and Readings

 

 

 

I. Section One: Foundations

 

 

August 26—Class Introduction

 

 

September 2—The Development of the Western Intellectual Tradition: From the Ancient world to the Enlightened brain

 

Solomon, R. C., & Higgins, K. M. (1996). A short history of philosophy. New York: Oxford University Press. (Read 1-21, 39-67, 79-104, 152-174)

 

 

 

September 9—The Development of the Western Intellectual Tradition: From Modernism to Postmodernism

 

Solomon, R. C., & Higgins, K. M. (1996). A short history of philosophy. New York: Oxford University Press. (Read 175-306)

 

 

 

September 16—Getting to Know the Discipline: Its History, Divisions, and Procedures

 

Delia, J. (1987). Communication research: A history. In C. Berger and S Chaffee (Eds.), Handbook of communication science (20-98). Newbury Park, CL: Sage.

 

Littlejohn, S. W. (1996). Theories of human communication. (5th ed.) Belmont, CA: Wadswort Publishing Company. (Read Chapters 1 and 2)

 

Knapp, M. L. & Daly, J. A. (1993). A guide to publishing in scholarly communication journals. Austin, TX: International Communication Association.

 

Blair, C., Brown, J. R., & Baxter, L. A. (1994). Disciplining the feminine. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 80, 383-409.

 

 

September 23—Conceptualizing the Discipline: The Theoretical and Epistemological Foundation of Communication Research (Part 1) 

 

Anderson, J. A. (1996). Communication theory: Epistemological foundations. New York: The Guilford Press. (Read Chapters 1-4)

 

 

September 30—Conceptualizing the Discipline: The Theoretical and Epistemological Foundation of Communication Research (Part 2)

 

Anderson, J. A. (1996). Communication theory: Epistemological foundations. New York: The Guilford Press. (Read Chapters 5-9)

 

 

 

II. Section Two: Communication in Context 

 

 

October 7—Studying Human Communication—The Dyad

 

Littlejohn, S. W. (1996). Theories of human communication. (5th ed.) Belmont, CA: Wadswort Publishing Company. (Read Chapters 9 and 12)

 

Giles, H. & Street, R. L. Jr. (1985). Communication characteristics and behavior. In M. L. Knapp & G. R. Miller (Eds.), Handbook of interpersonal communication (pp. 205-262). Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

 

Philipsen, G. (1989). An ethnographic approach to communication studies. In B Dervin, L. Grossberg, B. J. O’Keefe, & E Wartella (Eds.), Rethinking Communication: Volume 2 paradigm exemplars (258-268). Newbury Park, CA: Sage

 

 

 

October 14—Studying Human Communication—Expanding the Dyad

 

Littlejohn, S. W. (1996). Theories of human communication. (5th ed.) Belmont, CA: Wadswort Publishing Company. (Read Chapters 10 and 14)

 

Gudykunst, W. B. & Ting-Toomey, S. (1988). Culture and interpersonal communication. Newbury, CA: Sage. (Read Chapters 1and 2)

 

Ritzer, G. (1996). McDonaldization of society. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press. (Read Chapters 1 and 2)

 

 

October 21—Studying Human Communication—Mass Media

 

McQuail D. (1994). Mass communication theory (3rd ed.). Newbury, CA: Sage. (Read Chapter 1)

 

Littlejohn, S. W. (1996). Theories of human communication. (5th ed.) Belmont, CA: Wadswort Publishing Company. (Read Chapter 15)

 

Dibbell, J. (1993, December 23). Rape in cyberspace: How an evil clown, a Haitian trickster spirit, two wizards, and a cast of dozens turned a database into a society. The Village Voice. 

(Get your free copy at: http://www.uky.edu/~addesa01/htmldocuments/rape.html)

 

Hackett, R. A. (1984). Decline of a paradigm? Bias and objectivity in news media studies. Critical studies in mass communication, 1, 229-259.

 

Hickson, M, Randall, S. K., Stacks, D. W., & Amsbary, J. H. (1992). Scholarship in mass communication. Association for Communication Administration Bulletin, 82, 13-17.

 

 

 

October 28—Studying Human Communication—Mass Media and Society

 

Postman, N. (1985). Amusing ourselves to death: Public discourse in the age of show business. New York: Penguin Books. (Read the complete book)

 

 

 

Section Three: Important Works

 

 

November 4—Scholars and Research That Have Shaped Our Discipline: Woolbert Winners (quantitative)

 

Cushman D. & Whiting, G. (1972). An approach to communication theory: Towards consensus on rules. Journal of Communication, 22, 271-238.

 

Wiemann, J. M. (1977). Explication and text of a model of communication competence. Human Communication Research, 3, 195-213.

 

Green, J. (1984). A cognitive approach to human communication: An action assembly theory. Communication Monographs, 289-303.

 

Parks, M. R. (1982). Ideology in interpersonal communication: Off the couch and into the world. Communication Yearbook 5, 79-107.

 

Hickson, M, Stacks, D. W., & Amsbary, J. H. (1993). Active prolific scholars in communication studies. Communication Education 42, 224-233.

 

 

 

November 11—Scholars and Research That Have Shaped Our Discipline: Woolbert Winners (qualitative)

 

Scott, R. (1967). On viewing rhetoric as epistemic. Central States Speech Communication Journal, 9-17.

 

Borman E. (1972). Fantasy and rhetorical vision: The rhetorical criticism of social reality. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 58, 396-407.

 

Hart, R. P. & Burks, D. M. (1972). Rhetorical sensitivity and social interaction. Speech Monographs, 39, 75-91.

 

Campbell, K. K. (1973). The rhetoric of women’s liberation: An oxymoron. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 59, 74-86.

 

 

 

IV. Section Four: Critical Theorists and Forgotten Voices

 

 

November 18—New Directions and Grand Theorists 

 

DeSantis, A. D. (1997). From modernity to postmodernity: Recontextualizing communication theory. In J. L. Owen (ed.), Context and communication behavior (59-77). Reno, Nevada: Context Press

 

Harland, R. (1987). Superstructuralism: The philosophy of structuralism and post-structuralism. London: Methuen. (Read Chapter 5 on Roland Barthes)

 

Foss, S. K., Foss, K. A., & Trapp, R. (1991). Contemporary perspectives on rhetoric. Prospect heights, Illinois: Waveland Press. (Read Chapter 8 on Michel Foucault)

 

Barnes, B. (1990). Thomas Kuhn. In Q. Skinner (ed.), The return of the grand theory in the human sciences (pp. 83-100). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

 

Giddens, A. (1990). Jurgen Habermann. In Q. Skinner (ed.), The return of the grand theory in the human sciences (pp. 121-140). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

 

 

 

November 25—Class Canceled for Thanksgiving Break

 

Learn the Library!!!

 

 

 

December 2—Rediscovering Lost Voices: Studying the Marginalized

 

Foss, S. K., Foss, K. A., & Trapp, R. (1991). Contemporary perspectives on rhetoric. Prospect Heights, Illinois: Waveland Press. (Read Chapter 10)

 

Gallagher, M. (1989). A feminist paradigm for communication research. In B. Dervin, L. Grossberg, B. J. O’Keefe, & E. Wartella (Eds.), Rethinking communication: Volume 2 paradigm exemplars (258-268). Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

 

Daniel, J. L. & Smitherman, G. (1990). How I got over: Communication dynamics in the black community. In D. Carbaugh (ed.), Cultural communication and intercultural contact (pp. 27-44). Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 

 

Kochman, T. (1990). Force fields in black and white communication. In D. Carbaugh (ed.), Cultural communication and intercultural contact (pp. 193-224). Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

 

 

 

December 9—Metatheoretical Issues in the Discipline: Our Future

 

Miller, G. R. (1983). Taking stock of a discipline. Journal of Communication, 33, 31-41.

 

Stevenson, R. L. (1983). A critical look at critical analysis. Journal of Communication, 33, 262-269.

 

Penman, R. (1992). Good theory and good practice: An argument in progress. Communication Theory, 2, 234-250.

 

Condit, C. M. (1990). The birth of understanding: Chaste science and the harlot of the arts. Communication Monographs, 57, 323-327.

 

Purcell, W. M. (1992). Why are there so few communication theories? Communication Monographs, 59, 94-97.

 

 

December 16—Final 

 

 

 

 

