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President's Column
Lynn Resler, BSG President, 2013–15
What can a specialty group do for you?
Dear Biogeographers,
In preparing the membership survey I recently distributed
to the BSG, I corresponded with our current BSG student
representative, Amanda Young, about student
membership. In discussing some possible survey
questions with her, she brought up the important point
that many students are confused about the function and
purpose of AAG specialty groups.
The dialog rekindled some memories from when I was a
student trying to navigate the massive world of the AAG.
I shared such confusion about specialty groups, thus I was hesitant to spend money to
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join a group that I knew nothing about, especially given the costs of attending an AAG
meeting. Other than it being a venue for entering a student competition, I too wondered
why my advisor urged me to join a specialty group. What exactly was a “specialty
group”? What, as a student barely into my graduate program, would I have to offer? Why
attend a specialty group business meeting at the AAG when I don’t know anyone and
they are scheduled at a prime “socializing” hour? And perhaps most importantly, “What
can a specialty group do for me?”
Therefore, for this column, I select some talking points to share my personal perspective
on the value and importance of AAG specialty groups (SGs) as we look forward to the
meeting in Chicago next spring.
1. Specialty groups enable students and professionals to belong to a community, and
develop friendships and professional networks within the larger AAG framework.
Joining a specialty group will give you a sense of community and belonging within the
AAG. To define, AAG Specialty and Affinity Groups are voluntary associations of AAG
members who share interests in regions or topics. According to the AAG, to date, there
are more than 60 specialty/affinity groups in the AAG. The goal of the collective
specialty group model is to sponsor professional activities and networking opportunities.
Given the size of the AAG, finding a group of people that share similar objectives and
interests is essential to navigating your career, no matter how interdisciplinary your
research. Furthermore, including SG membership and involvement on your CV is one
way to show that you are serious about professional development.
A word of personal advice is to attend the business meetings! Lori Daniels, BSG
President from 2007-2009 said in a President’s column that “specialty group meetings are
like speed dating for academics - how else can you meet 50 people with similar research
interests in less than an hour?” At meetings, you learn to match a name with a face, you
see what your colleagues are doing, you can speak up to shape your SG, and you can
volunteer for open service positions (where you will meet even more people). You can
introduce yourself to the colleagues you frequently cite, and you will learn they are real
people---just as your face will become a name and your name will become a personality;
there is no venue better than a SG for this to happen within the AAG. The people you
meet with at specialty group meetings are the people who are likely to review your grant
proposals and write letters for you when you go up for promotion or apply for a job.
Introduce yourself!
2. It is a venue to earn recognition, and celebrate the successes of your peers and your
mentors.
My most memorable specialty group meetings have been when one of my mentors
received an award—sometimes it was an award to which I contributed by writing a letter
of support or making a nomination. To me, giving back to those who had given so much
to me was important, and SG competitions were an avenue for me to say “thank you”.
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The BSG and many other specialty groups give professional and student awards on a
yearly basis. You can be a part of both by 1) nominating or writing a letter of support for
a mentor or a colleague whose work you think should be recognized, or 2) entering your
own work in a competition. The BSG has both student research and presentation awards
–you can gain recognition and resources for your work by entering those competitions.
Even if you don’t win, your participation can benefit you by giving exposure to your
research and your name in the review process.
Finally, if you have a special skill (such as web development) or an innovative idea,
many SGs are looking for people to help in those capacities – again another professional
development opportunity.
3. Specialty Group involvement can be a force in raising your professional bar.
The challenges of meeting professional and student responsibilities at our respective
institutions on a day-to-day basis can easily cloud our broader professional purpose and
context. I find that when I am working on specialty group activities, I am forced to
consider the bigger picture. Serving my SG raises the bar for me because it forces me to
both philosophically and practically consider my discipline, my role within that broader
context, and new ways I can serve my colleagues. Interacting with SG colleagues and
learning about their research and teaching also positively challenges me to be a better
geographer when I learn about new methods and techniques and adopt them in my own
research and teaching. Involvement with specialty groups can also result in increased
involvement with the AAG, and thus, an increased understanding of our group’s purpose
to a broader audience.
In closing, I am inviting all professionals and students to attend the BSG Specialty Group
business meeting in Chicago, and to socialize with us after the meeting. Extend the offer
to a friend, especially one who may not know what a specialty group is, even if their
research is not biogeography related.
Finally, recently, with the help of the BSG board, I prepared and distributed a BSG
membership survey. If you have not yet filled it out, please do so! Most of our responses
have been from professional members (which is great!) but we also want to hear from
student members. Please be sure to respond.
Link to survey: https://survey.vt.edu/survey/entry.jsp?id=1412878666164
See you in Chicago!
Kind regards,
Lynn Resler, BSG President 2013–2015
Back to the Top
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Graduate Student Representative Column
Amanda B. Young, BSG Graduate Student Representative 2014–15
Konnichiwa Biogeographers!
I hope that everyone had as amazing and productive a
summer as I did, filled with research, analysis and
adventures. I am the new Biogeography Specialty Group
student representative for the 2014-2015 year. I would
like to thank Jeremy Johnson for his service to the
Biogeography Specialty Group over the past year,
including the great session he organized at last year’s
meeting on Conducting Interdisciplinary Research in
Biogeography: Practicalities and Pitfalls.
For those of you who do not know me, I am a Ph.D.
candidate at in the Department of Geography at The
Pennsylvania State University with interests in forest ecology, treeline dynamics and
dendrochronology. My dissertation research focuses on the temporal and spatial
distributions of treeline in the Japanese Alps. Specifically, I am examining the species’
responses and interactions between deciduous and coniferous trees along an elevation
gradient to identify patterns and infer processes limiting deciduous treelines.

BSG Board Elections
Joy Fritschle, BSG Board Member 2014-16 and Elections Organizer
Call for Nominations: 2015 BSG Board Elections
The Biogeography Specialty Group of the Association of
American Geographers invites nominations for board
members. During this election cycle, we will elect a new
president and two new BSG Board members to take the
place of President Lynn Resler, Grant Elliott, and Justin
Hart. Additionally, the student representative position on
the board, currently held by Amanda Young, is also open
for nominations. Service of the president and board
members is for two years, and the student representative
serves for one year. Please send nominations for any of
these three positions to Joy Fritschle at
jfritschle@wcupa.edu no later than 31 January 2015.
Also, please specify the position of interest for each nomination. Voting will take place
between Monday, 10 February and Monday, 10 March 2015. Election results will be
announced at our annual BSG meeting in Chicago.
Back to the Top
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Awards and Competitions
James J. Parsons Award for Distinguished Career in
Biogeography & Henry Cowles Award for Excellence in
Publication in Biogeography
Justin Hart, BSG Board Member 2013–15 and Awards Organizer
The Cowles Award was established in 1998 to honor
Henry Cowles, who published the first paper to appear in
the Annals of the Association of American Geographers:
“The causes of vegetation cycles” (1911). The award
recognizes the best biogeographical paper or book of the
year.
The Parsons Award, named in honor of long-time
University of California-Berkeley professor James J.
Parsons, was created in 1998 to recognize outstanding
lifetime achievements in the field of biogeography.
Criteria used to assess a candidate’s merit for this award
include a distinguished research career, remarkable
dedication to the development of undergraduate and
graduate students in biogeography, and outstanding service to the discipline.
Applications for the Cowles Award should include the name of the person(s) you are
nominating along with the citation for the paper or book that was published in 2014.
Application packets for the Parsons Award should include 1) a formal nomination letter
and 2) at least two supporting letters. Parsons Award nominations should be submitted as
a single packet.
Applications can be submitted via postal or electronic mail to:
Justin Hart
Department of Geography
University of Alabama
Box 870322
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35487 USA
Email: hart013(at)ua.edu
Phone: 205-348-1673
Please consider nominating deserving colleagues for these awards. For a list of previous
award winners, please see the BSG Website (http://www.biogeographer.org/).
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Student Paper Awards
Carissa Brown, BSG Board Member 2014–16 and Student Paper Awards Coordinator
I am pleased to announce the 2015 Student Paper
Competition to be held at the AAG Annual Meeting in
Chicago. The AAG is an excellent opportunity for
students to showcase their research and network with
others in their field. The Student Paper Competition
allows our specialty group to recognize the achievements
of early-career biogeographers. I highly encourage
undergraduate and graduate students who are presenting
their research at AAG 2015 to enter the BSG Paper
Competition, and for advisors to encourage their students
to participate. The BSG has two award categories:
1. Best Undergraduate or Master’s Student Paper
2. Best PhD Student Paper
Eligibility: The competition is open to undergraduate and graduate students who are the
sole or primary author and presenter of the paper. Individuals who received their PhD
less than one year prior to the meeting are also eligible. Illustrated poster presentations
are not eligible for this competition
If you are presenting a paper at AAG 2015 in Chicago and would like to participate in the
competition, please email me (contact info below) with the following information:
1. A copy of your abstract submission from the AAG;
2. Your PIN for the AAG 2015 meeting; and
3. A completed application form, available upon request or from the Biogeography
Specialty Group webpage under the Student Paper Competition link
(http://www.biogeographer.org/).
The deadline for submission is 1 February 2015.
**Call for Judges!**
I am looking for judges to evaluate the student paper competition. It is a great way to
familiarize yourself with up-and-coming biogeographers, give valuable feedback on their
research, and provide a service to the BSG. If you are able to serve as a judge for either
competition, please contact me.
Dr. Carissa Brown
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography
Memorial University
St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador
carissa.brown@mun.ca
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Student Research Grant Competition
Grant Elliott, BSG Board Member 2013–15 and Student Research Grant Coordinator
The goal of the Biogeography Specialty Group (BSG)
Graduate Student Research Grant competition is to
provide partial support for graduate students to conduct
quality biogeographic research projects for their master's
thesis or doctoral dissertation. The awards are
competitive, and proposals are judged individually on the
basis of:
1) scientific merit of the project, including
biogeographic significance of the research question,
adequacy and quality of the methods, and originality of
the research;
2) organization and clarity of the proposal; and,
3) qualifications of the student to conduct the
proposed work.
Each applicant must be a student member of both the AAG and BSG, and the proposed
project should be part of her/his thesis or dissertation research. Students may join the
AAG and BSG now and become eligible for the grants competition if not already a
student member.
Normally, awards are made to one master's student for $500 and one doctoral student for
$1000 each year, but an additional award may be made if the proposals are exceptional
and funds are available. A committee of four to six biogeographers from different
institutions will evaluate the proposals. Applications must be emailed by the end of the
day on Monday February 16 to Dr. Grant Elliott. Similar to last year in Tampa, formal
announcement of the award winners will be made at the BSG Business Meeting in
Chicago this April.
For more information please contact:
Dr. Grant Elliott
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211
elliottg@missouri.edu
Graduate Student Research Grant Application Instructions
Name all application files with your last name first. Each applicant should submit a
proposal according to the following format:
1. Cover sheet—Please complete and submit the application form below. The form
must be signed by the student's advisor (or provide advisor’s e-mail address if
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application is submitted electronically) to certify that the information is correct. You
should type the information directly into the cover sheet, and then simply append the
following items to the end of this document.
2. Project description—This section should contain a clear description of the research
objectives, the expected significance, and the research methodology. The text should
not exceed two single-spaced pages. Cite only the most relevant publications.
3. List of cited references.
4. Itemized budget—Note: No salaries or indirect costs are allowed, only direct costs
such as travel expenses and essential field supplies. The awards are usually $1000 for
doctoral work and $500 for master's work.
5. Budget justification.
6. One-page abbreviated curriculum vitae—Note: In the CV, please briefly list past
and current funding (both the agency and the dollar amount) that has supported this
proposed research. Awards given by the BSG are partially based on demonstration of
need for BSG funding. Failure to disclose your past and current funding (including
funding that may have arrived during this competition) for this research could result
in disqualification from this competition.
Proposals must be submitted electronically. Please e-mail the application in any
acceptable format (Word or PDF) to elliottg@missouri.edu by February 16, 2015.
Please name all files beginning with your last name (e.g., Elliott_CV.docx).
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Cover Sheet
Date:
Name of Applicant:
Department:
University:
Mailing Address:

Phone:
E-mail:
The proposed study is for:

Master’s Degree

Doctoral Degree

Anticipated date of
graduation:
Title of project:
Amount requested:
I am a student member
of both the AAG and BSG:

Yes

No

Electronic Signature of
Applicant: (please type)

Proof of student eligibility:
I certify that the applicant is currently a graduate student under my supervision and that
the proposed project is part of her/his thesis research.
Name of Advisor:

Advisor’s Electronic Signature: (please type)

E-mail address so that we may confirm your signature on this proposal:

Back to the Top
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Recent Publications
Books:
Treatise on Geomorphology, Volume 12:
Ecogeomorphology. 2013. Ed. in chief J. Shroder, eds. D.
R. Butler and C. R. Hupp. San Diego, CA: Academic
Press.

Articles:
1. Allen, E. A., T. Rittenour, R. J. DeRose, M. F. Bekker, R. K. Kjelgren, and B. M.
Buckley. 2013. A tree-ring based reconstruction of Logan River streamflows,
northern Utah: Implications for hydrologic variability in the Bear River Range. Water
Resources Research 49: 8579–8588. DOI:10.1002/2013WR014273.
2. Billue, A. K. and J. L. Hart. 2014. Extent of Alabama's terrestrial nature reserve
system in representing ecosystem diversity: A coarse-filter gap analysis. Natural
Areas Journal 34: 495–504.
3. Bekker, M. F., R. J. DeRose, B. M. Buckley, R. K. Kjelgren, and N. S. Gill. 2014. A
576-year Weber River streamflow reconstruction from tree rings for water resource
risk assessment in the Wasatch Front, Utah. Journal of the American Water Resources
Association 50 (5): 1338–1348. DOI: 10.1111/jawr12191.
4. Blackhall, M., T. T. Veblen, and E. Raffaele. 2014. Recent fire and cattle
herbivory enhance plant-level fuel flammability in shrublands. Journal of
Vegetation Science. DOI: 10.1111/jvs.12216.
5. Bonebrake, T. C., A. D. Syphard, J. Franklin, K. E. Anderson, H. R. Akçakaya, T.
Mizerek, C. S. Winchell, and H. M. Regan. 2014. Fire management, managed
relocation, and land conservation options for long-lived obligate seeding plants
under global changes in climate, urbanization, and fire regime. Conservation
Biology 28 (4): 1057–1067.
6. Brown, C. D. and M. Vellend. 2014. Non-climatic constraints on upper
elevational plant range expansion under climate change. Proceedings of the Royal
Society B 281: 20141779.
7. Butler, D. R. 2013. Biogeomorphology and zoogeomorphology. Oxford
Bibliographies Online: Geography. DOI: 10.1093/obo/9780199874002-0061.
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8. Butler, D. R. 2013. Grazing influences on geomorphic systems. In Treatise on
Geomorphology, Volume 13: Geomorphology of Human Disturbances, Climate
Change, and Natural Hazards, ed. in chief J. Shroder, eds. L. A. James, C. P.
Harden, and J. J. Clague, 68–73. San Diego, CA: Academic Press.
9. Butler, D. R. 2013. Isaiah Bowman’s Forest Physiography. Progress in Physical
Geography 37 (6): 855–858.
10. Butler, D. R. and R. M. Cavin. 2014. Biopedoturbation. Oxford Bibliographies
Online: Geography. DOI: 10.1093/obo/9780199874002-0077.
11. Butler, D. R. and C. R. Hupp. 2013. The role of biota in geomorphology:
Ecogeomorphology. In Treatise on Geomorphology, Volume 12:
Ecogeomorphology, ed. in chief J. Shroder, eds. D. R. Butler and C. R. Hupp, 1–
5. San Diego, CA: Academic Press.
12. Butler, D. R., C. J. Whitesides, and S. G. Tsikalas. 2013. The faunal influence:
geomorphic form and process. In Treatise on Geomorphology, Volume 12:
Ecogeomorphology, ed. in chief J. Shroder, eds. D. R. Butler and C. R. Hupp,
252–260. San Diego, CA: Academic Press.
13. Butler, D. R., C. J. Whitesides, J. M. Wamsley, and S. G. Tsikalas. 2013. The
geomorphic impacts of animal burrowing and denning. In Treatise on
Geomorphology, Volume 12: Ecogeomorphology, ed. in chief J. Shroder, eds. D.
R. Butler and C. R. Hupp, 271–280. San Diego, CA: Academic Press.
14. Cowden, M. M., J. L. Hart, and M. L. Buchanan. 2014. Canopy accession
strategies and climate responses for three Carya species common in the Eastern
Deciduous Forest. Trees 28: 223–235.
15. Cowden, M. M., J. L. Hart, C. J. Schweitzer, and D. C. Dey. 2014. Effects of
intermediate-scale wind disturbance on composition, structure, and succession in
Quercus stands: Implications for natural disturbance-based silviculture. Forest
Ecology and Management 330: 240–251.
16. DeRose, R. J., S. -Y. Wang, B. M. Buckley, and M. F. Bekker. 2014. Tree-ring
reconstruction of the level of Great Salt Lake, USA. The Holocene 24: 805–813.
DOI: 10.1177/0959683614530441.
17. Dingman, J. R., L. C. Sweet, I. McCullough, F. W. Davis, A. Flint, J. Franklin,
and L. E. Flint. 2013. Cross-scale modeling of surface temperature and tree
seedling establishment in mountain landscapes. Ecological Processes 2 (1): 1–15.
18. Franklin, J., F. W. Davis, M. Ikagami, A. D. Syphard, A. Flint, L. Flint, and L.
Hannah. 2013. Modeling plant species distributions under future climates: How
fine-scale do climate models need to be? Global Change Biology 19 (2): 473–483.
19. Franklin, J., G. Keppel, E. L. Webb, S. J. Rey, J. O. Seamon, S. K. Wiser, D. R.
Drake, and D. W. Steadman. 2013. Dispersal limitations, speciation,
environmental filtering and niche differentiation influence forest tree communities
in West Polynesia. Journal of Biogeography 40: 988–999.
20. Franklin, J., H. M. Regan, and A. D. Syphard. 2014. Linking spatially explicit
species distribution and population models to plan for the persistence of plant
species under global change. Environmental Conservation 41 (2): 97–107.
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21. González, M. E., M. Amoroso, A. Lara, T. T. Veblen, C. Donoso, T. Kitzberger,
I. Mundo, A. Holz, A. Casteller, J. Paritsis, A. Muñoz, M. L. Suárez. 2014.
Ecología de disturbios y su influencia en los bosques templados de Chile y
Argentina (Ecology of disturbances and their influence in the temperate forests of
Chile and Argentina). In Ecología Forestal: Bases para el Manejo Sustentable y
Conservación de los Bosques Nativos de Chile (Forest Ecology: Basis for
Sustainable Management and Conservation of Native Forests in Chile), eds. C.
Donoso, M. E. González, and A. Lara, 411–502. Valdivia, CL: Universidad
Austral de Chile (Austral University of Chile).
22. Hart, J. L., C. M. Oswalt, and C. M. Turberville. 2014. Population dynamics of
sugar maple through the southern portion of its range: Implications for range
migration. Botany 92: 563–569.
23. Hart, S. J., T. T. Veblen, and D. Kulakowski. 2014. Do tree and stand-level
attributes determine susceptibility of spruce-fir forests to spruce beetle outbreaks?
Forest Ecology and Management 318: 44–53. DOI:
10.1016/j.foreco.2013.12.035.
24. Hart, S. J., T. T. Veblen, K. S. Eisenhart, D. Jarvis, and D. Kulakowski. 2014.
Drought induces spruce beetle (Dendroctonus rufipennis) outbreaks across
northwestern Colorado. Ecology 95: 930–939. DOI: 10.1890/13-0230.1.
25. Holz, A., S. W. Wood, T. T. Veblen, and D. M. J. S. Bowman. 2014. Effects of
high severity fire drove the population collapse of the subalpine Tasmanian
endemic conifer Athrotaxis cupressoides. Global Change Biology. DOI:
10.1111/gcb.12674.
26. Horn, S. P. and C. A. Underwood. 2014. Methods for the study of soil charcoal as
an indicator of fire and forest history in the Appalachian Region, U. S. A. In
Proceedings, Wildland Fire in the Appalachians: Discussions among Managers
and Scientists. GTR-SRS-199, ed. T. A. Waldrop, 104–110. Asheville, NC: U. S.
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Southern Research Station.
27. Kim, D. and M. A. Arthur. 2014. Changes in community structure and specieslandform relationship after repeated fire disturbance in an oak-dominated
temperate forest. Ecological Research 29: 661–671.
28. Kim, D. 2014. Rates of vegetation dynamics along elevation gradients in a
backbarrier salt marsh of the Danish Wadden Sea. Estuaries and Coasts 37: 610–
620.
29. Odion, D. C., C. T. Hanson, A. Arsenault, W. L. Baker, D. A. DellaSala, R.
Hutto, W. Klenner, M. A. Moritz, R. Sherriff, and T. T. Veblen. 2014. Examining
historical and current mixed-severity fire regimes in ponderosa pine and mixedconifer forests of western North America. PLOS ONE 9 (2): 1–14: e87852. DOI:
10.1371/journal.pone.0087852.
30. Paritsis, J., T. T. Veblen, and A. Holz. 2014. Positive fire feedbacks contribute to
shifts from Nothofagus pumilio forests to fire-prone shrublands in Patagonia.
Journal of Vegetation Science. DOI: 10.1111/jvs.12225.
31. Parker, R. P. and J. L. Hart. 2014. Patterns of riparian and in-stream large woody
debris across a chronosequence of southern Appalachian hardwood stands.
Natural Areas Journal 34: 65–78.
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32. Pomara, L. Y., K. Ruokolainen, and K. R. Young. 2014. Avian species
composition across the Amazon River: The roles of dispersal limitation and
environmental heterogeneity. Journal of Biogeography 41: 784–796.
33. Ponette-González, A. G., E. Marín-Spiotta, K. A. Brauman, K. A. Farley, K. C.
Weathers, and K. R. Young. 2014. Hydrologic connectivity in the high-elevation
tropics: Heterogeneous responses to land change. BioScience 64: 92–104.
34. Serra‐Diaz, J. M., J. Franklin, M. Ninyerola, F. W. Davis, A. D. Syphard, H. M.
Regan, and M. Ikegami. 2014. Bioclimatic velocity: The pace of species exposure
to climate change. Diversity And Distributions 20 (2): 169–180.
35. Sherriff, R. L., R. V. Platt, T. T. Veblen, T. L. Schoennagel, and M. H. Gartner.
2014. Historical, observed, and modeled wildfire severity in montane forests of
the Colorado Front Range. PLOS ONE 9 (9) 1–17: e106971. DOI:
10.1371/journal.pone.0106971.
36. Resler, L. M., Y. Shao, D. F. Tomback, and G. P. Malanson. 2014. Predicting
functional role and occurrence of whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis)at alpine
treelines: Model accuracy and variable importance. Annals of the Association of
American Geographers 104 (4): 703–722.
37. Smith-McKenna, E. K., L. M. Resler, D. F. Tomback, H. Zhang, and G. P.
Malanson. 2013. Topographic influences on the distribution of white pine blister
rust in Pinus albicaulis treeline communities. EcoScience 20 (3): 215–229.
38. Stoffel, M., D. R. Butler, and C. Corona. 2013. Mass movements and tree rings: A
guide to dendrogeomorphic field sampling and dating. Geomorphology 200: 106–
120.
39. Stoffel, M., B. H. Luckman, D. R. Butler, and M. Bollschweiler. 2013.
Dendrogeomorphology: Dating earth-surface processes with tree rings. In
Treatise on Geomorphology, Volume 12: Ecogeomorphology, ed. in chief J.
Shroder, eds. D. R. Butler and C. R. Hupp, 125–144. San Diego, CA: Academic
Press.
40. Temperli, C., S. J. Hart, T. T. Veblen, D. Kulakowski, J. J. Hicks, and R. Andrus.
2014. Are density reduction treatments effective at managing for resistance or
resilience to spruce beetle disturbance in the southern Rocky Mountains? Forest
Ecology and Management 334: 53–63. DOI: 10.1016/j.foreco.2014.08.028.
41. Weber, T. A., J. L. Hart, C. J. Schweitzer, and D. C. Dey. 2014. Influence of gapscale disturbance on developmental and successional pathways in Quercus-Pinus
stands. Forest Ecology and Management 331: 60–70.
42. Westbrook, C. J., D. J. Cooper, and D. R. Butler. 2013. Beaver hydrology and
geomorphology. In Treatise on Geomorphology, Volume 12: Ecogeomorphology,
ed. in chief J. Shroder, eds. D. R. Butler and C. R. Hupp, 293–306. San Diego,
CA: Academic Press.
43. Westerling, A. L., T. Brown, T. Schoennagel, T. Swetnam, M. Turner, and T.
Veblen. 2014. Briefing: Climate and wildfire in western U.S. forests. In
Proceedings, Forest Conservation and Management in the Anthropocene. GTRRMRS-P-71, eds. V. A. Sample and R. P. Bixler, 81–102. Fort Collins, CO: U. S.
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station.
44. White, S. D., J. L. Hart, C. J. Schweitzer, and D. C. Dey. 2015. Altered structural
development and accelerated succession from intermediate-scale wind
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disturbance in Quercus stands on the Cumberland Plateau, U. S. A. Forest
Ecology and Management 336: 52–64.
45. Young, K. R. 2014. Biogeography of the Anthropocene: Novel species
assemblages. Progress in Physical Geography 38: 664–673.
Back to the Top

News
Janet Franklin elected to the National Academy of Sciences
(https://asunews.asu.edu/20140430-franklin-national-academy-of-sciences)
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The University of Kentucky Geography Department invites applications
from students interested in pursuing a graduate degree in physical
geography (https://geography.as.uky.edu/applications-and-admissions)

15

Glen MacDonald organizes UCLA Symposium on the legacy of John
Muir and his relevance to modern environmental issues
(http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-rethinking-muir-20141113story.html#page=1)

…and here: (http://www.boomcalifornia.com/2014/08/fall-2014/)

16

Biogeographers recognized at the Southeastern Division of the
Association of American Geographers annual meeting

Congratulations to the following biogeographers, who were recently recognized for their
achievements at the 2014 SEDAAG meeting in Athens, Georgia!
Dr. Sally Horn received the 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award
Dr. Henri Grissino-Mayer received the 2014 Research Honors Award
Maegen Rochner received the best master's level paper award for her talk,
“Dendrogeomorphic analysis of debris slides on Mount Le Conte, Great Smoky
Mountains National Park, Tennessee, U.S.A.”
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BSG Sponsored Sessions and Panels, 2015 Annual Meeting of the AAG,
Chicago, Illinois
The preliminary schedule is not yet released (expected by early February 2015), so keep
an eye out (http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/program) for all the BSG
sponsored sessions and panels, as well as the day and time of our business meeting.
For now, here is some preliminary information on two of our BSG-sponsored events:
BSG Highlighted Session, organized by Glen MacDonald, day and time TBD
"Geographers on John Muir: Critically assessing his legacy and relevance after 100
years"
Abstract: John Muir died 100 years ago this December in Los Angeles. The panel will
critically examine the legacy of John Muir over the 20th and early 21st century. Does
Muir's ethos and prescriptions regarding nature, wilderness preservation and conservation
have continuing relevance and benefit in the 21st century, or should the entire corpus
being replaced by new paradigms? A diverse panel of geographers will present views
from the biophysical, conservation, cultural and political ecology perspectives and
discuss with the audience if, a century after his death, Muir should be laid to rest.
Panelists are: Carolyn Finney, Carol Harden, Susanna Hecht, Sanjay Nepal, Laura Pulido,
Paul Robbins, and Alan Taylor.
Physical Geography Symposium, organized by Carol Harden (charden@utk.edu),
Julie Winkler, and Dick Marston, Thursday, April 23, 2015
The 2015 AAG meeting in Chicago will feature an all-day Physical Geography
Symposium on Thursday, April 23. The symposium will consist of two morning sessions
of invited oral presentations on topics of environmental reconstruction, followed by a
poster session in a new mode with up to 100 posters on display during the entire
afternoon.
Please make plans to attend and or participate! The BSG is a co-sponsor of this session.
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Notes
1. Back issues of The Biogeographer are posted on the BSG website
(www.biogeographer.org).
2. Please consider adding the BSG domain to your favorite links and promote it on
your homepage, Facebook, LinkedIn, etc. (www.biogeographer.org).
3. The BSG Facebook page is managed by Arvind Bhuta and is available here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/141655989204924/
4. John Kupfer is presently managing the BSG website, www.biogeographer.org.
If you have links (or other materials), send up to 2–3 pages to John, including
syllabi for biogeography courses. If there is anything for any of these areas,
contact John at kupfer@mailbox.sc.edu
5. Communications among BSG members is usually by email through the AAG’s
discussion forum. Current instructions to access and post messages on the BSG
forum: Login to the AAG website (www.aag.org)
Select Memberships
Select Specialty Groups
Scroll down to Biogeography and click on “learn more”
Back to the Top

Submission Guidelines
Chris Underwood, Editor, The Biogeographer
Submissions to The Biogeographer should be sent
directly to the editor (c.underwood@lmunet.edu) as
email attachments in Word format. Submissions should
be concise and written in a style consistent with the rest
of the newsletter.
Notes and News Items
Notes can include:
 Research Notes: new projects and progress
reports or general research-related ideas and
issues
 Field Notes: recent field work or field trips or
retellings of classic tales from the field
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Course Notes: news, announcements, or articles related to teaching biogeography
or pedagogical issues affecting the discipline
Book Notes: book reviews or announcements
Miscellaneous Notes: anything that does not fit in any of the other categories

News items can be personal, departmental, institutional, or simply biogeography-related
stories from the press. Notes are intended to convey topical information of interest to the
BSG community.
Recent Publications
Only publications that have actually appeared in print or online will be listed, so please
do not submit in-press items until you have page numbers or a permanent URL.

Back to the Top
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