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Notes from the Chair
Daehyun Kim
BSG Chair, 2019–2021
It has been over one and a half years since I started serving as Chair
of the BSG. I really look forward to seeing (virtually or in person)
many of you during our business meeting in Seattle next year. In that
meeting, I hope to welcome the new Chair and board members and
thank the outgoing board members, Will Flatley, Stockton Maxwell,
and Jackie Guz. In this Chair’s column, I wish I were providing you
with a summary of business meeting items, which should have taken
place this past April. I also wish I could state my impressions and
thoughts on the various sessions we sponsored during AAG. Based on
such statement, I would have proposed a few research and
administrative agendas for a better future of our community. Unfortunately, none of these seem
possible. In recent couple weeks, I have wondered what I should write for this last note as Chair and
here is just a quick alternative.
Personally, professionally, and philanthropically, we have five thousand reasons to hate the
coronavirus COVID-19. Too many people in the world have long and seriously suffered from the
medical, economic, and mental health problems caused by this virus. It is still unknown when all this
situation will end or be better. The fact that no one I know has been infected makes me feel blessed.
Then, do we have absolutely no hope in any aspect? I wonder how the human society will transform
itself in the end because of this pandemic. I am also curious how our next generations will evaluate its
impact on the way humans lived, behaved, and interacted.
We learn from history. On the one hand, the Black Death caused a lot of devastative effects on
European and Asian communities in the 14th century. On the other, it profoundly shook the existing
society, and led to the political, economic, cultural, and religious changes of the Renaissance. This
epoch marked one of the greatest periods for art, architecture, and literature in human history. It was
this fundamental alteration of how humans perceive the world that led to a new era of scientific
advance.
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The COVID-19 has already resulted in many new normal. Among these normals, which ones have
direct implications for biogeographers? For example, regretfully, the 10th Biennial conference of the
International Biogeography Society has been rescheduled from January 2021 to January 2022 (the
place is still Vancouver though). What else? Are there only negative normals? Is there any slightest
possibility of finding potentially positive effects of the COVID-19 in the long term perspective?
I am trying not to be entirely skeptical. Although I and my students cannot collect data in the field as
often as before, we still see that our study sites are now much better protected due the substantially
reduced number of visitors. We look forward to monitoring a new, unexpected successional trajectory
of the vegetation of these sites, which is all made possible by the COVID-19. In addition, the pandemic
restricts various industrial activities (e.g., manufacturing, material handling and treatment, etc.) and
land development projects, and I am curious how the current level of biodiversity and range of species
will look like (perhaps improve?) in the next decade. There could be more examples and I would like
to hear from you.
In sum, I wanted to briefly talk about biogeographically bright sides of the COVID-19, while we are
situated in the midst of five thousand bad things it has brought about. It is very easy to get pessimistic
these days. Stay strong and resilient my fellow biogeographers!

The Kim Lab
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2021 Award Nominations and Competitions
James J. Parsons Award for Distinguished Career in
Biogeography
Henry Cowles Award for Excellence in Publication in
Biogeography
The James J. Parsons Award, named in honor of long-time University of California-Berkeley
professor James J. Parsons, was created in 1998 to recognize outstanding lifetime achievements in
the field of biogeography. Criteria used to assess a candidate’s merit for this award include a
distinguished research career, remarkable dedication to the development of undergraduate and
graduate students in biogeography, and outstanding service to the discipline. Application packets for
the Parsons Award should include 1) a formal nomination letter and 2) at least two supporting
letters. Parsons Award nominations should be submitted as a single packet. Previous award winners
are listed on the BSG homepage.
The Henry Cowles Award was established in 1998 to honor Henry Cowles, who published the first
paper to appear in the Annals of the Association of American Geographers: “The causes of
vegetation cycles” (1911). The award recognizes the best biogeographical paper or book of the year.
Applications for the Cowles Award should include the name of the person(s) you are nominating
along with the citation for the paper or book that was published in 2019 or 2020. If you have a pdf
of the publication, please send it along. Previous award winners are listed on the BSG homepage.

2021 Call for BSG Award Nominations
Please consider nominating worthy recipients for the James J.
Parsons or Henry Cowles Award in 2021. For a list of previous award
winners, visit the BSG Website at http://www.biogeographer.org/
Submit Cowles nominations and Parsons applications via email to
Stockton Maxwell at rmaxwell2@radford.edu. Deadline is March 1
for the Henry Cowles Award. Nominations are accepted for the
Parsons Award on a rolling basis.
Dr. Stockton Maxwell
Radford University
BSG Board Member 2019-2021
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2021 Student Research Grant Competition
The Executive Board of the Biogeography Specialty Group (BSG) is pleased to announce the Annual
BSG Student Research Grant Competition. The goal of the competition is to provide partial support for
graduate students to conduct quality biogeographic research projects for their master's thesis or
doctoral dissertation. The awards are competitive, and proposals are judged based on: 1) scientific
merit of the project, including biogeographic significance of the research question, adequacy and
quality of the methods, and originality of the research; 2) organization and clarity of the proposal; and,
3) qualifications of the student to conduct the proposed work.
Submission guidelines and application materials are posted on the BSG home page. Each applicant
must be a student member of both the AAG and BSG, and the proposed project should be part of
her/his thesis or dissertation research. Students may join the AAG and BSG now and become eligible
for the grants competition if not already a student member.
Normally, awards are made to one master's student for $500 and one
doctoral student for $1000 each year, but an additional award may be
made if the proposals are exceptional and funds are available. A
committee of four to six biogeographers from different institutions will
evaluate the proposals. Applications must be emailed by March 1, 2021
to wflatley@uca.edu.
Dr. Will Flatley
Department of Geography
University of Central Arkansas
BSG Board Member 2019-2021

2021 BSG Board Elections
Call for Nominations:
The Biogeography Specialty Group of the American
Association of Geographers invites nominations for elected
positions to the BSG leadership. During this election cycle,
we will elect three new board members to take over from
Daehyun Kim (Chair), Will Flatley (Grants), and Stockton
Maxwell (Awards). Additionally, the graduate student
representative position is open for nominations. Selfnominations are welcome.

Dr. Jeremy Johnson
Department of Environmental Studies
Prescott College
USDA Dorena Genetic Resource Center.
BSG Board Member 2020-2022

Service as board member is for two years, and the student
representative serves for one year. Please submit
nominations for positions via email to
jeremy.johnson@prescott.edu by 19 February 2021, and
please specify the position for the nomination. Voting will
take place between 22 February and 19 March 2021.
Election results will be announced at our annual
Biogeography Specialty Group board meeting in Seattle.
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2020 BSG Student Presentation Awards
Hello BSG members,
We are now taking applications for the 2021 student presentation competition to be held at the AAG
annual meeting in Seattle, Washington. The annual meeting is an opportunity to showcase your
research and discuss your findings with other experts in your field. By taking part in the student
presentation competition you not only get to add this accomplishment to your CV, but also get
valuable input from fellow biogeographers on your work.
The student presentation competition consists of two awards:
• Best undergraduate or master's student presentation, and
• Best Ph.D. student presentation.
Both in-person and virtual paper presentations are permitted.
This competition is open to all undergraduate and graduate students. Faculty please encourage your
students to apply! We especially encourage those who entered but were unable to present at AAG
2020.
You must be the primary author and presenter of the paper or poster. Individuals who received their
degree one year prior are also eligible.

If you would like to participate in the competition, please
email a copy of your abstract and a completed application
form (available at www.biogeographer.org) to
maegen.rochner@louisville.edu.
The deadline for submissions is Monday, 1 March
2021.
Dr. Maegen Rochner
Department of Geography and Geosciences
University of Louisville
BSG Board Member 2020-2022
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2020 PhD Grant Award Update: Audrey Denvir (UT-Austin)
Avocados Become a Global Commodity: Consequences for Forest Carbon

Land use classification conducted during Summer 2020

Research update. My research examines how production of avocado for
the global market impacts the pine-oak forests of Michoacán, Mexico, the
world’s largest producing region for avocado. Travel restrictions
associated with COVID-19 have forced me to delay fieldwork until 2021,
so this past summer, I worked on remote sensing and land change analysis
in the region. Landsat 5 images were acquired from the US Geological
Survey (USGS) for the study area (a portion of central Michoacán where
avocado production occurs) from both 1990 and 2000, in order to include
snapshots before and after the opening of the United States market to
Mexican avocado in 1997. Supervised classification of land use was
conducted based on known land use data from previous fieldwork and
analysis of high resolution imagery for five different land use categories:
avocado orchard, forest, other agriculture (mostly corn), water, and urban
land use. Comparison of the land use maps in 1990 and 2000 show no
significant change in area occupied by avocado orchards, although it does
show a shift in area occupied by orchard. I suspect this may be due to
classification error. Mature avocado orchards are difficult to distinguish
from forest, which leads me to question the observed increase in forest
cover and decrease in other agriculture in the region. I suspect this may, in
fact, demonstrate the maturing of older avocado orchards and planting of new avocado orchards. Continuing
work will focus on refining the classification to fix this error and adding imagery from more recent years.
Eventually, this land change analysis will inform a land change model to predict avocado expansion into the
future. I would like the thank the Biogeography Specialty Group for awarding the PhD research grant, which
has supported this work, and I hope to get back into the field soon.
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2020 Masters Grant Award Update: Keon-Hak Lee (Seoul National
Univ)
Ecological and geomorphological changes after radical coastal
management in a temperate dune
The research site is
Sindu Coastal
Dunes (N
36.845179, E
126.195583) in
South Korea. As a
part of coastal
management, the
local government
decided to bulldoze
some part of the
foredune. This has
provided the
opportunity to
simulate the effect
of a large
disturbances on the coastal system.
This study is currently in the data collecting
stage. Every month, the elevation is
measured at 120 points using RTK GPS,
and a vegetation survey is conducted using
1x1m quadrats. Also, soil sampling was
carried out in August 2020 to compare with
the soil properties of last winter.
I am considering various statistical methods
to model vegetation distribution and
variability in species composition. These
types of geomorphic disturbance are one of
the most important factors affecting dune
plant species distribution and composition.
The research grant I won last spring has
been helping to proceed with my thesis
work a lot. I sincerely say thanks to all the
members who are interested in my research.
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BSG Graduate Student Representative: Jackie Guz
(Clark University)
Call for Panel Members
2021 AAG-BSG Special Session
“How to increase diversity, equity, and inclusion in Biogeography”
Hello biogeographers!
As the incoming BSG student representative, I want to say
thank you and introduce myself. I am a PhD candidate in the
Graduate School of Geography at Clark University. My
research focuses on understanding the relationships and
feedbacks among climate, vegetation, disturbances,
regeneration, and human activity. My broad goal is to better
understand and develop land-use management strategies that
promote ecosystem resilience, protect at risk populations,
and address environmental justice issues. For a long time, I
have been interested in fire management, remote sensing,
machine learning, and dendrochronology.

If you have any BSG student-related suggestions
or questions, please let me know. I hope you are
all safe, doing well, and that we are able to
engage virtually this upcoming year! Thanks!
Jackie Guz
jguz@clarku.edu

One of my responsibilities as the student rep will be to
organize a panel for next year’s meeting. I am planning to
organize a panel on “How to increase diversity, equity, and
inclusion in Biogeography.” If you have any
recommendations, requests, or know of any resources that
might help me prepare a panel on this topic, or if you would
be willing to serve as a panelist, please let know! I plan on
making the panel virtual so that everyone who is unable to
travel is able to participate. It has been great to meet many
of you at past AAG meetings. With all of us involved in the
BSG as well as all experiencing the unique year of 2020, it
makes a great opportunity to make connections and
collaborate.
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Publications
Support geography and the journals that identify us as a discipline. Sign up for Table of Contents alerts
at the journal home page.
Physical Geography
Progress in Physical Geography
Annals of the Association of American Geographers
Professional Geographer
Member publications
Sniezko, R. A., Johnson, J. S., Reeser, P., Kegley, A., Hansen, E. M., Sutton, W., & Savin, D. P.
(2020). Genetic resistance to Phytophthora lateralis in Port‐Orford‐cedar (Chamaecyparis
lawsoniana)–Basic building blocks for a resistance Program. Plants, People, Planet.
https://doi.org/10.1002/ppp3.10081
Kim, D. & Ohr, S. (2020) Coexistence of plant species under harsh environmental conditions: An
evaluation of niche differentiation and stochasticity along salt marsh creeks. Journal of Ecology and
Environment. https://doi.org/10.1186/s41610-020-00161-y
MacKinnon, S., K. Burles F. T. Day, F. de Scally, N. Hewitt, C. Huscroft, G. Krezoski, A. Lutz, C.
Nichol, A. Perkins, and T. Redding, I. Saunders, L. Tang, C Welch. (2020) Laboratory Manual for
Introduction to Physical Geography, 1st British Columbia Ed. S. MacKinnon (ed.). BC Campus
Faculty Pressbooks.
Maxwell, R. S., Belmecheri, S., Taylor, A. H., Davis, K. J., & Ocheltree, T. W. (2020). Carbon isotope
ratios in tree rings respond differently to climatic variations than tree-ring width in a mesic temperate
forest. Agricultural and Forest Meteorology. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agrformet.2020.108014
Morales-Ramirez, C.A. and Wang, Y., C. 2020. Anticipatory Marine Conservation Outcomes:
Management Scenarios for Whale Shark in Southeast Asia. The Professional Geographer.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00330124.2020.1764371
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Field photos – Jeremy S. Johnson
Sniezko, R. A., Johnson, J. S., Reeser, P., Kegley, A.,
Hansen, E. M., Sutton, W., & Savin, D. P. (2020).
Genetic resistance to Phytophthora lateralis in Port‐
Orford‐cedar (Chamaecyparis lawsoniana)–Basic
building blocks for a resistance Program. Plants,
People, Planet. https://doi.org/10.1002/ppp3.10081

At left is a Port-Orford-Cedar with root disease caused
by Phytophthora lateralis. In our recent study we show
that the species has both quantitative and qualitative
genetic disease resistance to the pathogen.

Here is a photo from my recent work on a USDA grant
that I am heading up trying to detect white pine blister
rust in 5-needle pines using hyperspectral remote
sensing. In this photo I am using an automated motion
control system (we call it the hyperrail) to scan
whitebark pine for white pine blister rust using a
headwall nano VNIR hyperspectral sensor. This is one
of my sites at Crater Lake NP. The project is funded by
the USDA Special Technology Development Program
(STDP).
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Notes and News
2021 AAG Sessions (as of Oct 12)
Increasing diversity, equity, and inclusion in Biogeography (Panel)
Vegetation Dynamics I (Virtual Paper)
Vegetation Dynamics II (Virtual Paper)
Floodplains and riparian zones: pattern, process, and management (Virtual Paper)
Dendrochronology I: Dendroecology (Virtual Paper)
Dendrochronology II: Dendrohydrology (Virtual Paper)
Dendrochronology III: Frontiers in Dendrochronology (Virtual Paper)
Dendrochronology IV: Dendroclimate (Virtual Paper)
Dendrochronology V: Applications in Dendrochronology (Virtual Paper)
BSG Group Annual Financial Report
As of May 2020, the BSG finances are in good order. Despite the cancellation of the physical meeting of
the AAG this year, the BSG remained active by holding virtual sessions and offering student competitions
and the James J. Parsons Distinguished Career Award. The BSG saw a net gain of $307.42 over the last
twelve months. This small surplus amount has been added to the funds from prior years for future use.
Revenue
Dues received over prior twelve months (March 2019-February 2020):
Donations (Kim and Maxwell):
Total:
Expenditures
PhD Research Grant (Audrey Denvir, UT-Austin):
Masters Research Grant (Keon-Hak Lee, Seoul National University):
Parsons Award plaque (Dr. Janet Franklin, UC-Riverside):
BSG website domain fees:
Total:

$1,835.00
_$114.42
$1,949.42
($1,000.00)
($500.00)
($110.084)
__($31.16)
($1,642.00)

Any comments or questions concerning the budget may be forwarded to:
Dr. Nathan S Gill
Texas Tech University
BSG Treasurer
nathan.gill@ttu.edu
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Submission Guidelines
Tony Stallins, Editor, The Biogeographer
Submissions to The Biogeographer should be sent directly to the editor (ja.stallins@uky.edu) as
email attachments. Please spell-check and proofread your submissions carefully. Submissions
should be concise and written in a style consistent with the rest of the newsletter.
Notes and News Items
Notes are intended to convey topical information of interest to the BSG community. Notes
topics may include: (1) Research Notes – new projects and progress reports or general
research-related ideas and issues; (2) Field Notes – recent field work or field trips or retellings
of classic tales from the field; (3) Course Notes – news, announcements, or articles related to
teaching biogeography or pedagogical issues affecting the discipline; (4) Book Notes – book
reviews or announcements; and/or (5) Miscellaneous Notes – anything that doesn't fit in any of
the other categories.
News items can be personal, departmental, institutional, or any other biogeography-related
happenings that have occurred since the last edition of The Biogeographer. These can be
self-authored items or press releases.
Recent Publications
Only publications that have actually appeared in print or online will be listed; please do
not submit in-press items until you have page numbers or a permanent URL.

BSG Executive Board
Will Flatley, Central Arkansas University
Nathan Gill (Secretary/Treasurer), Texas Tech University
Jackie Guz (Student Rep), Clark University
Jeremy Johnson, Prescott College
Daehyun Kim (Chair), Seoul National University
Stockton Maxwell, Radford University
Maegen Rochner, University of Louisville
Tony Stallins (Newsletter Editor and Webmaster), University of Kentucky
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