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Notes from the Chair 
Stockton Maxwell 
BSG Chair, 2021–2023 
 
Greetings Biogeographers! This is my first column as the 
chair of the BSG so I thought I would introduce myself 
first. I had a bit of a winding route to biogeography. I 
started out as a psychologist, moved onto forest ecology, 
and then found my home in geography. During my 
masters in forestry, I discovered my area of research that 
I continue to purse today, dendrochronology. Currently, I 
am an associate professor of Geospatial Science at 
Radford University in Virginia. While I remain active in 
research, my career has been focused on teaching since 
becoming a professor at a primarily undergraduate 
institution. I also instruct and co-organize the North 
American Dendroecological Fieldweek – a workshop for 
those interested in learning tree-ring analysis. And I just 
returned from Zambia where I instructed the first African 
Dendro Field School! If you want to learn a bit more 
about me, check out my website. Or hit me up on Twitter 
@stocktonmaxwell. 

 
Earlier this fall, AAG President Emily Yeh published a column “Physical Geography and the AAG” where 
she discussed how the role of physical geography in our organization has shifted over time. We have seen an 
increasing decline in the participation of physical geographers at our annual meetings and in AAG journals as 
scholars opt to participate in the American Geophysical Union (AGU) conference and related journals. While 
I too feel the pull of AGU, I find that the scholarship and colleagues that I most identify with come from the 
Biogeography Specialty Group and the Paleoenvironmental Change Specialty Group.  
 
President Yeh discussed a range of ideas to encourage more participation but I’d like to focus on one – 
creating opportunities for our minority scholars. In response to the BSG-sponsored session in April 2021 
“Increasing diversity, equity, and inclusion in Biogeography” organized by our student representative 

http://www.biogeographer.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/nadef
https://sites.google.com/view/nadef
https://sites.google.com/view/zwoods/home
https://sites.google.com/view/zwoods/home
https://sites.google.com/view/treeringist/home
https://twitter.com/StocktonMaxwell
http://news.aag.org/2021/08/aug-2021-president-column/
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Jaclyn Guz, the BSG board has discussed how we can create funding opportunities for our minority 
scholars to attend the annual meeting. However, our funds are limited at current membership and 
donation levels. Then, I spoke with AAG president Yeh and Executive Director Gary Langham about 
opportunities for the AAG to support minority scholars in physical geography subdisciplines. They 
suggested that we encourage members to apply for the Enrichment Funds. To further support the 
Enrichment Fund, the BSG board has committed to an additional $300 to one awardee. This is a just a 
first step to diversify our field. President Yeh and Director Langham also expressed interest in 
establishing an award specific to physical geography that would provide annual funding to support 
diversifying our field. I will continue to pursue this avenue in the coming year. If you would like to 
financially support an award for our minority scholars, please consider donating and contacting me.  
 
The BSG board would also like to hear from you about what you would like the BSG do for our 
academic community from encouraging participation, increasing donations, and outreach. Send me a 
message so we can make the BSG a more valuable part of the AAG experience. 
 
Finally, the annual meeting is coming up fast! We have BSG-sponsored session planned in the fields 
of dendrochronology, vegetation dynamics, pyrogeography, and paleoenvironmental change. 
Additionally, our student representative Mara McPartland is planning a field trip to explore tree-ring 
dating of structures in NYC. I’m looking forward to seeing many of you in person this February! I 
sorely miss connecting with my friends and colleagues. 

  

Training in Tree-ring Science and Applications, a workshop held in Kitwe, Zambia in Fall 2021. 
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2022 Award Nominations and Competitions 
 
James J. Parsons Award for Distinguished Career in 
Biogeography 

 
Henry Cowles Award for Excellence in Publication in 
Biogeography 

 
The James J. Parsons Award, named in honor of long-time University of California-Berkeley 
professor James J. Parsons, was created in 1998 to recognize outstanding lifetime achievements in 
the field of biogeography. Criteria used to assess a candidate’s merit for this award include a 
distinguished research career, remarkable dedication to the development of undergraduate and 
graduate students in biogeography, and outstanding service to the discipline. Application packets 
for the Parsons Award should include 1) a formal nomination letter and 2) at least two supporting 
letters. Parsons Award nominations should be submitted as a single packet. Previous award winners 
are listed on the BSG homepage. 

 
The Henry Cowles Award was established in 1998 to honor Henry Cowles, who published the first 
paper to appear in the Annals of the Association of American Geographers: “The causes of 
vegetation cycles” (1911). The award recognizes the best biogeographical paper or book of the year. 
Applications for the Cowles Award should include the name of the person(s) you are nominating 
along with the citation for the paper or book that was published in 2020 or 2021. If you have a pdf 
of the publication, please send it along. Previous award winners are listed on the BSG homepage. 

 

2022 Call for Award Nominations 
Please consider nominating worthy recipients for the 
James J. Parsons or Henry Cowles Award in 2022. For 
a list of previous award winners, visit the BSG 
homepage.  
 
Submit Cowles nominations and Parsons applications 
via email to Danielle.HaskettJennings@sdstate.edu. 
Deadline is Feb 1 for the Henry Cowles Award. 
Nominations are accepted for the Parsons Award on a 
rolling basis. 
 
Danielle Haskett Jennings 
Assistant Professor, University of South Dakota 
BSG Board 2021-2023

http://www.biogeographer.org/
http://www.biogeographer.org/
http://www.biogeographer.org/
http://www.biogeographer.org/
mailto:Danielle.HaskettJennings@sdstate.edu
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2022 Student Research Grant Competition 
The Executive Board of the Biogeography Specialty Group (BSG) is pleased to announce the Annual 
BSG Student Research Grant Competition. The goal of the competition is to provide partial support for 
graduate students to conduct quality biogeographic research projects for their master's thesis or 
doctoral dissertation. The awards are competitive, and proposals are judged based on: 1) scientific 
merit of the project, including biogeographic significance of the research question, adequacy and 
quality of the methods, and originality of the research; 2) organization and clarity of the proposal; and, 
3) qualifications of the student to conduct the proposed work. 
 
Submission guidelines and application materials are posted on the BSG homepage. An application is 
also appended to this newsletter. Each applicant must be a student member of both the AAG and 
BSG, and the proposed project should be part of her/his thesis or dissertation research. Students may 
join the AAG and BSG now and become eligible  for the grants competition if not already a student 
member. 

Normally, awards are made to one master's student for $400 and one 
doctoral student for $750 each year, but an additional award may be 
made if the proposals are exceptional and funds are available. A 
committee of four to six biogeographers from different institutions 
will evaluate the proposals. Applications must be emailed to Dr. 
Arvind Bhuta (arvind.a.bhuta@usda.gov) by midnight, Pacific 
Standard Time, January 7, 2022. 
 
Arvind A.R. Bhuta, PhD, GISP, CE 
Natural Resources Specialist  
US Forest Service  
BSG Board 2021-2023 

 

2022 BSG Board Elections 

Call for Nominations: 
The Biogeography Specialty Group of the American 
Association of Geographers invites nominations for elected 
positions to the BSG leadership. During this election cycle, 
we will elect two new board members to replace Maegen 
Rochner and myself, Jeremy Johnson. Additionally, the 
graduate student representative position is open for 
nominations. Self- nominations are welcome. 

 

 
 
 

Dr. Jeremy Johnson 
Department of Environmental Studies 
Prescott College 
USDA Dorena Genetic Resource Center. 
BSG Board 2020-2022 

Service as board member is for two years, and the student 
representative serves for one year. Please submit 
nominations for positions via email to 
jeremy.johnson@prescott.edu  and please specify the 
position for the nomination. Voting will open on January 
3rd and close February 14th. Election results will be 
announced at our annual Biogeography Specialty Group 
board meeting in New York City 

http://www.biogeographer.org/
mailto:arvind.a.bhuta@usda.gov
mailto:jeremy.johnson@prescott.edu
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2022 BSG Student Presentation Awards 
 

Hello BSG members, 

We are now taking applications for the 2022 student presentation competition to be held at the AAG 
annual meeting in New York City. The annual meeting is an opportunity to showcase your research 
and discuss your findings with other experts in your field. By taking part in the student presentation 
competition you not only get to add this accomplishment to your CV, but also get valuable input 
from fellow biogeographers on your work. 

The student presentation competition consists of two awards: 

• Best undergraduate or master's student presentation, and 
• Best Ph.D. student presentation. 

 
Both in-person and virtual paper presentations are permitted. 

This competition is open to all undergraduate and graduate students. Faculty please encourage your 
students to apply! You must be the primary author and presenter of the paper or poster. Individuals 
who received their degree one year prior are also eligible. The deadline for submissions is 18 January 
2022. Both in-person and virtual paper presentations are currently permitted. 

 
 

If you would like to participate, please     email a copy of 
your abstract and a completed application      form 
(appended to the newsletter and available at 
www.biogeographer.org) to: 
maegen.rochner@louisville.edu. 

The deadline for submissions is 18 January 2022 
 

Dr. Maegen Rochner 
Department of Geography and Geosciences 
University of Louisville 
BSG Board 2020-2022 

mailto:maegen.rochner@louisville.edu
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2021 PhD Grant Award Update 
Clara Mosso (Colorado State University) 

Urban expansion into native forest: Assessing impacts on fire risk and 
ecosystem services provision in San Martín de los Andes (Neuquén) and 

Aspen (Colorado) 
 

 
 

I am currently (and finally!) in San Martín de los Andes (Neuquén, 
Argentina), getting ready to conduct interviews and participatory 
mapping activities with local stakeholders, while I wait for the locally 
mandated Covid test results (required in Argentina for international 
travelers) to come back before starting face-to-face activities. This field 
work, funded by The Rufford Foundation, has been postponed on three 
occasions due to force majeure reasons, two of these related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, so I am very excited to be finally at my study 
site. My dissertation aims to predict the effects of different urban 
expansion patterns and climate change on ecosystem services provision 
and fire risk using the cities of San Martín de los Andes and Aspen 
(Colorado, US) as case studies, and to discuss environmental policy 
implications. This study will generate novel information regarding the 

way in which residential expansion into the WUI affects ecosystem services provision and fire risk, with 
the potential to aid the creation of land use planning guidelines and improve land use decision-making. I 
have used the funds from my 2021 BSG Grant Award towards the purchase of a laptop with GIS 
capabilities, which I am currently using in the field and to keep in touch with my students at Colorado 
State University (and grade their assignments!).  
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BSG Grad Student Representative: Mara McPartland 
(Univ of Minnesota) 

 

 

 
As we approach the first in-person AAG Annual Meeting to 
take place in two years, I am looking forward to putting 
faces to names, and getting to know people personally. As 
an early career geographer, the pandemic has made building 
relationships within the discipline particularly challenging. It 
has been my pleasure to serve as the graduate representative 
this past year, because it allowed me to feel connected to a 
broader community of researchers in biogeography, and 
dendrochronology, my personal subfield, in particular. I 
have very much enjoyed collaborating with the other 
Biogeography Specialty Group board members and session 
organizers in putting together an exciting program of 
sessions and activities to take place in New York, and 
virtually, in 2022. 

In an effort to get people out of the conference center and into the world, I will be organizing a field 
trip in lieu of a traditional panel to take place during the AAG meeting. I am excited to co-organize a 
field trip with members of the Columbia University Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory (LDEO) 
Tree-Ring Research Laboratory to learn about recent efforts to reclaim historical timbers from New 
York City buildings to use in dendrochronology research. The field trip will be led by Dr. Caroline 
Leland (LDEO) and Dr. Mukund Palat Rao (NOAA), who recently led efforts to salvage old-growth 
timbers from NYC buildings to use in archeological and paleoclimate studies. This fieldtrip will 
involve a walking tour of the Chelsea neighborhood, where we will visit sites involved in timber 
salvaging for tree-ring research, and learn about the history of these structures and the forests that 
were cut down to build them. The walking tour will conclude with a visit to the High-Line Park. 
 

 
Photo of the Terminal Warehouse in Chelsea, which was constructed in 1891 using longleaf pine 

timbers shipped to New York City from old-growth forests in the US southeast. This is of the sites 
where scientists from the Lamont-Doherty Tree-Ring Research Laboratory have been salvaging 

timbers for use in archeological and paleoclimate research. Photo credit: Mukund Palat Rao. 



8  

 

Publications 
Support geography and follow the journals that identify us as a discipline. Sign up for Table of Contents 
alerts  at these journal home pages. 

 
Physical Geography 
Progress in Physical Geography: Earth and Environment 
Annals of the Association of American Geographers 
Professional Geographer 

 

 
Member publications 
 
Bae, J., & Kim, D. (2021) The interactions between wildfire, bamboo, and aerosols in the southwestern 
Amazon: A conceptual model. Progress in Physical Geography 45: 621–631. 
 
Bailey, S.N., Elliott, G.P., & Schliep, E.M. Seasonal temperature-moisture interactions limit seedling 
establishment at upper treeline in the Southern Rockies. Ecosphere 12(6):e03568.  
 
Bhuta AAR and Kennedy L.M. (2021) Impact of disturbance on the dynamics of an old-growth foundation 
conifer woodland community in the southeastern United States foothills. Southeastern Naturalist, 20, 498–
520. 
 
Bista R., Chhetri P.K., Johnson J.S., Sinha A., Shrestha K.B.. 2021. Climate-driven differences in growth 
performance of cohabitant fir and birch in a subalpine forest in Dhorpatan Nepal. Forests. 12.  
 
Eberhardt T.L., Lebow PK, Sheridan PM, and Bhuta AAR. (2022) Identifying southern yellow pines from 
the southeastern United States using quadratic discriminate analysis on pith and annual ring diameters. 
Dendrochronologia 71, 125904. 
 
Elliott, G.P., Bailey, S.N., & Cardinal, S.J. Hotter drought as a disturbance at upper treeline in the Southern 
Rocky Mountains. Annals of the American Association of Geographers, 111: 756–770. 
 
Fargione J, Haase D, Burney OT, Kildisheva O, Edge G, Cook-Patton SC, Chapman T, Rempel A, Hurteau 
MD, Davis KT, Dobrwoski S, Enebak S, De La Torre, Rafael, Bhuta AAR, Cubbbage F, Kittler B, Zhang 
Daowei, and Guldin RW (2021) Challenges to the reforestation pipeline in the United States. Frontiers in 
Forests and Global Change, 4, 1–18 
 
Fathizadeh, Omid, Seyed Mohammad Moein Sadeghi, Curtis D. Holder, and Lei Su, 2020.  Leaf phenology 
drives spatio-temporal patterns of throughfall under a single Quercus castaneifolia C.A. Mey.  Forests 11, 
688.  
 
Gill, N.S., M.G. Turner, C.D. Brown, S.I. Glassman, W.D. Hansen, S.L. Haire, E.A. Johnson, E. Pansing, 
K.M. Robertson, S.B. St Clair, & D.F. Tomback. Limitations to propagule dispersal will constrain post-fire 
recovery of plants and fungi in western coniferous forests. BioScience. In press. 
 
 

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tphy20/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/ppg
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/raag20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rtpg20/current
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Gill, N.S., A. Mahood, C. Meier, R. Muthukrishnan, R.C. Nagy, E. Stricker, K. Duffy, L. Petri, & J. 
Morisette. (2021) Six central questions about biological invasions to which NEON data science is poised to 
contribute. Ecosphere 12:e03728.   

Ginebra-Solanellas, Roser M., Curtis D. Holder, Leal K. Lauderbaugh, and Rebecca Webb.  2020.  The 
influence of changes in leaf inclination angle and leaf traits during the rainfall interception 
process.  Agricultural and Forest Meteorology 285-286, 107924.  

Haagsma M, Page G.F.M., Johnson J.S., Still C., Waring K.M., Sniezko R.A., Dietrich T., Selker J.. 
Accepted Model selection and timing of acquisition date impacts classification accuracy: a case study using 
hyperspectral imaging to detect white pine blister rust over time. Computers and Electronics in Agriculture 
 
Holder, Curtis D., Leal K. Lauderbaugh, Roser M. Ginebra-Solanellas, and Rebecca Webb, 2020.  Changes 
in leaf inclination angle as an indicator of progression toward leaf surface storage during the rainfall 
interception process. Journal of Hydrology 588, 125070.   

Holder, Curtis D. 2020.  Advances and future research directions in the study of leaf water 
repellency. In:  Delphis Levia, Darryl Carlyle-Moses, Shin’inchi Iida, Beate Michalzik, Kazuki Nanko, and 
Alexander Tischer (Eds.), Forest-Water Interactions. Ecological Studies Series No. 240, pp. 261-
278. Springer-Verlag, Heidelberg, Germany.  

Johnson J.S., Sniezko R.A. 2021. Quantitative disease resistance to white pine blister rust at southwestern 
white pine’s (Pinus strobiformis) northern range. Frontiers in Forests and Global Change.  
 
Kim, D. (2021) Predicting the magnitude of residual spatial autocorrelation in geographical ecology. 
Ecography 44: 1121–1130.  
 
Kim, D., & Song, I. (2021) Predicting model improvement by accounting for spatial autocorrelation: A 
socio-economic perspective. The Professional Geographer 73: 131–149.   
 
Lauderbaugh, Leal K., Roser M. Ginebra-Solanellas, Curtis D. Holder, and Rebecca Webb, 2021.  A 
biomechanical model of leaf inclination angle oscillations after raindrop impact. Environmental and 
Experimental Botany 190, 104586.  
 
Liu JJ, Schoettle A.W., Sniezko R.A., Waring K.M., Williams H., Zamany A., Johnson J.S., Kegley A. In 
Press. Comparative association mapping reveals conservation of major gene resistance to white pine blister 
rust in southwestern white pine (Pinus strobiformis) and limber pine (P. flexilis). Phytopathology 
 
Maxwell, J. T., Bregy, J. C., Robeson, S. M., Knapp, P. A., Soulé, P. T., & Trouet, V. (2021). Recent 
increases in tropical cyclone precipitation extremes over the US east coast. Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, 118(41).  
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Field photos – Contributed by Justin Maxwell 
 
Both images are from: 
Maxwell, J. T., Bregy, J. C., Robeson, S. M., Knapp, P. A., Soulé, P. T., & Trouet, V. (2021). Recent 
increases in tropical cyclone precipitation extremes over the US east coast. Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, 118(41). 

 

 
Longleaf pine savannah, North Carolina. 

 

 
Processed cross-section of longleaf pine.
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Notes and News 
Upcoming 2023 AAG Sessions in NYC 
 
Dendrochronology I: Dendroecology 
Dendrochronology II: Dendroclimatology 
Dendrochronology III: Frontiers in Dendrochronology 
Long-term monitoring of land transformation: understanding land dynamics across scales 
Pyrogeography: Cultural burning practices 
Vegetation Dynamics 1 
Vegetation Dynamics 2 
Vegetation Dynamics 3 
 
 

 Submission Guidelines 
 Tony Stallins, Editor, The Biogeographer 
 
Submissions to The Biogeographer should be sent directly to the editor (ja.stallins@uky.edu) as 
email attachments. Please spell-check and proofread your submissions carefully. Submissions 
should be concise and written in a style consistent with the rest of the newsletter. 

 
Notes and News Items 
Notes are intended to convey topical information of interest to the BSG community. Notes 
topics may include: (1) Research Notes – new projects and progress reports or general 
research-related ideas and issues; (2) Field Notes – recent field work or field trips or retellings 
of classic tales from the field; (3) Course Notes – news, announcements, or articles related to 
teaching biogeography or pedagogical issues affecting the discipline; (4) Book Notes – book 
reviews or announcements; and/or (5) Miscellaneous Notes – anything that doesn't fit in any of 
the other categories. 

 
News items can be personal, departmental, institutional, or any other biogeography-related 
happenings that have occurred since the last edition of The Biogeographer. These can be 
self-authored items or press releases. 

 
Recent Publications 
Only publications that have actually appeared in print or online will be listed. 
 

 
2021 BSG Executive Board 

Arvind Bhuta US Forest Service  
Danielle Haskett Jennings, Univ of South Dakota  

Jeremy Johnson, Prescott College 
Stockton Maxwell, Radford University  

Maegen Rochner, University of Louisville 
 

Tony Stallins (Newsletter and Webpage Editor), University of Kentucky 
Nathan Gill (Secretary/Treasurer), Texas Tech University 


	THE BIOGEOGRAPHER
	Newsletter of the Biogeography Specialty Group American Association of Geographers
	Volume 19, No. 2: Fall 2021

	Elections2021 Student Grant Awardee UpdatesGrad Student RepresentativeRecent Publications News and Notes
	2022 Award Nominations and Competitions
	James J. Parsons Award for Distinguished Career in Biogeography
	2022 Call for Award Nominations
	2022 Student Research Grant Competition
	2022 BSG Board Elections
	2022 BSG Student Presentation Awards
	The deadline for submissions is 18 January 2022
	2021 PhD Grant Award Update
	Clara Mosso (Colorado State University) Urban expansion into native forest: Assessing impacts on fire risk and ecosystem services provision in San Martín de los Andes (Neuquén) and Aspen (Colorado)

	Publications
	Member publications

	Field photos – Contributed by Justin Maxwell  Both images are from: Maxwell, J. T., Bregy, J. C., Robeson, S. M., Knapp, P. A., Soulé, P. T., & Trouet, V. (2021). Recent increases in tropical cyclone precipitation extremes over the US east coast. Proc...
	Notes and News
	Upcoming 2023 AAG Sessions in NYC

	Submission Guidelines
	Notes and News Items
	Recent Publications



