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We are all gearing up for the next annual meeting in 
Denver, Colorado. As I write this column, I’m 
collecting PINs for the “All Physical Geography 
Considered” poster session and trying to figure out what 
I’m going to present. But I’ve noticed a slower rate of 
submissions this year for biogeography and our allied 
fields of paleoenvironmental change, geomorphology, 
and mountains. I know that the pandemic is continuing 
to alter how we present our work and engage. Yet, I 
wonder if this is also a symptom of physical 
geographers shifting away from AAG. The dues for the 
BSG have continued to slide this year with fewer 
biogeographers renewing their memberships. 
Consequently, we have fewer dollars for awards and 
student support, as our Treasurer Nathan Gill explains 
in his column in the newsletter Perhaps an in-person 
meeting will revive our group and our discipline. 

One question that keeps coming up in my mind is “what is the role of specialty groups in our discipline?” At 
our annual business meetings, we often discuss different types of sessions and engagement opportunities 
including speaker series outside of the annual meeting and the production of educational materials. 
Admittedly, we have not pursued these pathways rigorously. I know that my time and likely your time is 
overcommitted and underfunded. As faculty, researchers, and graduate students, it seems like we are being 
asked to create more, teach more, research more, and serve more. If we value the BSG as a homeplace for our 
discipline, we need more support for our activities including funding from AAG and time from our 
institutions. Otherwise, I’m pretty sure we will just keep replaying our annual meetings. 

mailto:rmaxwell2@radford.edu
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Outside of AAG, I’ve managed to bury myself 
in work that I’m passionate about. I’ve been 
driving the campus sustainability efforts at 
Radford, protesting fossil fuels, teaching 
dendrochronology, teaching a 4-4 load each 
semester, and trying to get a publication or two 
out. I’ve heard that some people are really good 
at saying “No” but I’m not sure I’ve figured 
that out yet. Thus, I am stuck in a cycle of more 
work with limited time, and of course, limited 
funding or salary. I’m currently up for full 
professor in the Department of Geospatial 
Science at Radford University. Maybe I’ll learn 
to embrace slow science and deliberate action 
in the next decade. I’ll close this ramble with 
this. Get outside and enjoy some time with your 

family and friends. Here’s a photo of me and my son Forrester on top of Acadia Mountain in the National 
Park this summer. Nothing better than sharing this time with my kids. 

Nathan Gill 
Texas Tech University 
BSG Treasurer 

In the years since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and with the 
resultant AAG meetings being cancelled or held only virtually, the 
Biogeography Specialty Group has seen a reduction in 
membership compared to earlier times. We are hopeful that we will see a 
resurgence in BSG membership this year with the Denver meeting. 
However, the BSG board has acted with caution under the added 
uncertainty around the availability of funds generated from membership 
dues. The annual budget has been adjusted accordingly for the time being. 
We are committed to offering awards for our student competitions and 

traditions of faculty recognition, but this year these will depend on the number of entrants and nominations, 
and may include a smaller value award than in years past. We are hopeful that we will be in position to offer 
the generous awards that we have traditionally offered by the time awards are made in the spring, and in the 
years to come. If you would like to make a donation to the BSG, please use the PayPal link below or the one 
our home page www.biogeographer.org 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=p6q6TvsfKQdlBEOY3T_YfyDGkgHkFM4wossq6vwpxVNqqyeI9b_m8USTO5xwbVJV_Q2zDZbJlZ8myBLY


3  

2023 Award Nominations and Competitions 
 
James J. Parsons Award for Distinguished Career in 
Biogeography 

 
Henry Cowles Award for Excellence in Publication in 
Biogeography 

 
The James J. Parsons Award, named in honor of long-time University of California-Berkeley 
professor James J. Parsons, was created in 1998 to recognize outstanding lifetime achievements in 
the field of biogeography. Criteria used to assess a candidate’s merit for this award include a 
distinguished research career, remarkable dedication to the development of undergraduate and 
graduate students in biogeography, and outstanding service to the discipline. Application packets 
for the Parsons Award should include 1) a formal nomination letter and 2) at least two supporting 
letters. Parsons Award nominations should be submitted as a single packet. Previous award winners 
are listed on the BSG homepage. 

 
The Henry Cowles Award was established in 1998 to honor Henry Cowles, who published the first 
paper to appear in the Annals of the Association of American Geographers: “The causes of 
vegetation cycles” (1911). The award recognizes the best biogeographical paper or book of the year. 
Applications for the Cowles Award should include the name of the person(s) you are nominating 
along with the citation for the paper or book that was published in 2021 or 2022. If you have a pdf 
of the publication, please send it along. Previous award winners are listed on the BSG homepage. 

 

 
Submit Cowles nominations and Parsons applications via 
email to Danielle Haskett Jennings. Deadline is Feb 1 for 
the Henry Cowles Award. Nominations are accepted for 
the Parsons Award on a rolling basis. 
 
Danielle Haskett Jennings 
Assistant Professor, University of Montevallo 
BSG Board 2021-2023

http://www.biogeographer.org/
http://www.biogeographer.org/
mailto:djenning@montevallo.edu
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2023 Student Research Grant Competition 
Arvind Bhuta, USDA-USFS 
BSG Board 2021 - 2023

The goal of the competition is to provide partial support for 
graduate students to conduct biogeographic research projects for 
their master's thesis or doctoral dissertation. The awards are 
competitive, and proposals are judged based on: 1) scientific merit 
of the project, including biogeographic significance of the 
research question, adequacy and quality of the methods, and 
originality of the research; 2) organization and clarity of the 

proposal; and, 3) qualifications of the student to conduct the proposed work. Submission guidelines 
and application materials are posted on the BSG homepage.  

Each applicant must be a student member of both the AAG and BSG, and the proposed project 
should be part of her/his thesis or dissertation research. Students may join the AAG and BSG now 
and become eligible  for the grants competition if not already a student member. Normally, awards 
are made to one master's student for $400 and one doctoral student for $750 each year. A 
committee of four to six biogeographers from different institutions will     evaluate the proposals. 
Applications must be emailed to Dr. Arvind Bhuta by midnight, Pacific Standard Time, February 
3, 2023. 

Dr. Parveen Chhetri 
Dept of Earth Science & Geography 
Calif State Univ - Dominguez Hills  
BSG Term 2022-2024 

2023 BSG Board Elections 
Call for Nominations 
During this election cycle, we will elect five new 
board members to take over from Stockton 
Maxwell, Arvind Bhuta, Tommy Patterson and 
Danielle Haskett Jennings. The graduate student 
representative position on the board is also open. A 
non-board position, the BSG newsletter/webpage 
editor needs to be filled as well.  

Service on the board is for two years for board 
members, and the student representative serves for 
one year. Please submit nominations for these 
positions via email to pchhetri@csudh.edu by 17 
February 2023. Self- nominations are welcome. 
Voting will take place between 20 February and 17 
March 2023. Election results will be announced at 
our annual Biogeography Specialty Group board 
meeting in Denver, CO during the AAG Annual 
Meeting.  

http://www.biogeographer.org/
mailto:arvind.a.bhuta@usda.gov
mailto:pchhetri@csudh.edu
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 2023 BSG Student Presentation Awards 

Hello BSG members, 

We are now taking applications for the 2023 student presentation competition to be held at the AAG 
annual meeting in Denver. The annual meeting is an opportunity to showcase your research and 
discuss your findings with other experts in your field. By taking part in the student presentation 
competition, you not only get to add this accomplishment to your CV, but also get valuable input 
from fellow biogeographers on your work. 

The student presentation competition consists of two awards: 

• Best undergraduate or master's student presentation, and
• Best Ph.D. student presentation.

Both in-person and virtual paper presentations are permitted. 

This competition is open to all undergraduate and graduate students. Faculty please encourage your 
students to apply! You must be the primary author and presenter of the paper or poster. Individuals 
who received their  degree one year prior are also eligible. The deadline for submissions is 17 
February 2023.  

If you would like to participate, please     email a copy of your abstract and a completed application 
form (available at the BSG home page) to: Stockton Maxwell 

The deadline for submissions is 17 February 2023. 

http://www.biogeographer.org/
mailto:rmaxwell2@radford.edu
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2022 Masters Student Research Grant Award Update 
Corey Aldred (University of Missouri – Columbia) Thirty Years of 

Change: Visualizing Hotter Drought at Upper Treeline Along the 
Colorado Trail (Advised by Dr. Grant Elliott)  

 

I could not have chosen a more fun research method for my master's thesis! In preparation for this 
research, I was able to contact the original photographer, John Fielder, who is well regarded as the 
most famous Colorado landscape photographer of our time. Not only was he excited about this 
project, but he was gracious in giving us details about where to find the photos and the best access 
points. Because he did not have specific coordinates or mile markers, it made the search for the exact 
photo locations this extraordinarily fun adventure of what I liked to call “treasure hunting.” Our first 
day out was fruitful, finding two photos in the La Plata mountains, but on the way back we had to run 
down the mountain in what ended up being about a 1-hour hailstorm! My dog, Mowgli, who was 
along as our research companion, must have been wondering what exactly I was getting him into! 
Our cars had a couple inches of slush piled up on them once we finally got back. The weather would 
prove to remain a challenge for the following couple of weeks as we were in the thick of monsoon 
season in SW Colorado. We were successful, however, in locating most of the repeat photos we set 
out for. Our days consisted of early morning hikes ranging from 8-12 miles to beat out the afternoon 
storms followed by long mountain drives to our next photo point before setting up camp for the night.  
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The research award funds were incredibly helpful in offsetting the gas costs of this travel-intensive 
research trip. Overall, we spent about 3 weeks hiking, photographing, and camping along the 
Colorado Trail. Our findings suggest that variations in local climate conditions are ameliorating 
upper treeline response to hotter drought at different temporal scales. For example, while the 
Eastern San Juans have experienced almost 100% spruce beetle-induced mortality at upper treeline 
in our photos, scenes to the northeast have yet to succumb to such forces. Aligning remotely sensed 
images and PRISM climate data with our repeat photographs will allow us to elucidate these results 
and determine a causal mechanism for the varied spatial distribution of hotter drought at a regional 
scale along the Colorado Trail. 

Finally, I’d like to note that this fall I created an ArcGIS StoryMap of my research, which is still in 
progress. It offers an interactive way of visualizing the change between the repeat photo pairs. I am 
also happy to announce that I will be presenting this work at an in-person vegetation dynamics 
paper session in Denver at the AAG Annual Conference. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea7393824fe34feeb67d73785ecc821c
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea7393824fe34feeb67d73785ecc821c


8 

2022 PhD Student Research Grant Award Update 
Anaïs Zimmer (University of Texas - Austin)  

Human-Environmental Interactions in the Deglaciating Alps and Tropical 
Andes (Advised by Dr. Tim Beach) 

Photograph: Kristina Priottto 

Back from 4 months of incredible field work in the Peruvian tropical Andes and the French and Swiss 
Alps, I feel so grateful to have the opportunity to continue to investigate the novel ecosystems that 
colonize the emerging lands after glacier retreat. The most exciting part of my summer research was to 
carry on the evaluation of the llama grazing experiment we set up in Peru in 2019 with the local 
community of Farmers Llama 2000. At the foot of the Uruashraju glacier, in the Cordillera Blanc, Peru, 
we used a replicated herbivore inclusion experiment to evaluate the plant diversity and soil formation 
responses to grazing and trampling by an Andean camelid, the Llama glama, in a proglacial ecosystem. 
I hypothesize that Andean camelids will act as seed dispersers, soil fertilizer bioturbators, and 
zoogeomorphologic agents, favoring the upslope shift of Andean grasslands, shrublands, and wetlands 
at a pace relevant to climate change. This summer, after 3 years of experimentation with the community, 
we collected soil samples to measure soil organic carbon and nitrogen contents; leaf samples to analyze 
plant functional traits on 4 species selected according to their potential as ecosystem engineers (LDMC, 

mailto:anais.zimmer@utexas.edu
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Total Nitrogen, and Phosphorus content); and for the fourth time since June 2019, we evaluated the 
floristic composition of the 64 (1x1m) permanent plots distributed within the experiment. Also, I had 
the chance to meet a young botanist, Jean Salcedo, from the San Marcos University in Lima, who took 
the lead to identify the seeds present within the llama latrines and test their viability for germination. 
Finally, taking advantage of an NSF DDRI grant received last year, we flew a multispectral drone above 
the experiment and collected Red-Blue-Green-Near InfraRed and Red edge images to build very high-
resolution orthomosaic and DEM (3-4cm/px). The objective was to use vegetation index, as NDVI, as a 
proxy for biomass production and ecosystem health.  

Our results show that grazing of proglacial landscapes by large Andean camelids increases soil organic 
carbon content significantly, as well as nitrogen content. After 3 years, we observed a significant 
increase in percentage cover within the llama plots, which was very exciting. We also observed several 
new species appearing in some of the grazed plots, which were not identified in the non-grazed control 
plots Jean was able to identify 12 species of seed within the llama poop, five of which were able to 
germinate in laboratory. Our results support the idea that llamas act as seed transporters and soil 
fertilizers and might increase ecosystem formation in recently deglaciated landscapes. In addition to this 
fieldwork on the llama experiment, I worked for several days with my advisors Dr. Tim and Sheryl 
Beach, and one of the undergrad students of our lab, Kristina Priotto, collecting water samples and 
coring Little Ice Age peatlands in the valleys of the Uruashraju, Yanamarey and Broggi; Kristina’s thesis 
project focuses on the development of peat-accumulating wetlands in the Cordillera Blanca and its 
significance in global carbon sequestration processes. The BSG research award funds were very helpful 
and much appreciated, since they allowed me to purchase my plane ticket to Peru. I am now very excited 
to present these results (and more coming!) to the AAG community in Denver and receive comments 
and suggestions from the community. 

Photographs: Anaïs Zimmer
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2023 BSG Grad Student Representative: Audrey Denvir 
(Univ of Texas - Austin)

After 3 years of virtual AAG meetings, I look forward to 
finally meeting everyone in person at the 2023 meeting in 
Denver. Being a graduate student these past few years has 
been challenging since the pandemic has prevented 
opportunities for meetings and networking. For that 
reason, I am planning a panel session geared towards 
graduate students that will showcase how 
biogeographical research is applied in policy and 
practice. This session will bring together practitioners 
from across geography and environmental fields to 
discuss how they apply research in their work. It is meant 
to show graduate students different career trajectories, 
beyond the traditional path in academia, that also utilize 
science and research.  

As I am planning this session, I would love to hear from 
you all. Do you have any suggestions for organizations or 
people who would be good to include?  I am looking for 
panelists from any sector – public, private, or non-profit – 
who do any kind of work related to physical geography. 
If you have any ideas, please shoot me an email at 
audreydenvir@utexas.edu. 

This type of work is why I have enjoyed serving at the Biogeography Specialty Group’s Grad Rep – I 
get to meet new and interesting people! 

Audrey Denvir 
audreydenvir@utexas.edu 
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Publications 

Support geography and follow the journals that identify us as a discipline. Sign up for Table of Contents 
alerts  at these journal home pages. 

Physical Geography 
Progress in Physical Geography: Earth and Environment 
Annals of the Association of American Geographers 
Professional Geographer 

Member publications 

None submitted 

Notes and News 
Upcoming 2023 AAG Sessions in Denver 
Addressing Barriers to Minoritized Scholars’ Advancement and Success in Physical Geography Fields 
All Physical Geography Considered 
Dendrochronology I: Quantitative Wood Anatomy 
Dendrochronology II: Stakeholder-Driven Dendrochronology 
Dendrochronology III: Dendrohydrology 
Dendrochronology IV: New Techniques and Considerations 
Dendrochronology V: Frontiers 
Dendrochronology V: Frontiers in Tree-Ring Science 
Dendrochronology VI: Dendroclimatology 
Dendrochronology VII: Applications in Dendrochronology 
Environmental History from Lake Sediments and Other Natural Archives 
Environmental History from Lake Sediments and Other Natural Archives I: Vegetation Response 
Environmental History from Lake Sediments and Other Natural Archives II: Evidence from Physical 
Properties and Geochemistry 
Environmental History from Lake Sediments and Other Natural Archives III: Hydroclimate and Ecosystem 
Stability 
Honoring the Butzer Awardees for Lifetime Achievement in Paleoenvironmental Change 
LiDAR applications for conservation and biodiversity research 
Pyrogeography 
Vegetation Dynamics I 
Vegetation Dynamics II 
Vegetation Dynamics III 

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tphy20/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/ppg
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/raag20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rtpg20/current
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Submission Guidelines 
 Tony Stallins, Editor, The Biogeographer 

Submissions to The Biogeographer should be sent directly to the editor (ja.stallins@uky.edu) as 
email attachments. Please spell-check and proofread your submissions carefully. Submissions 
should be concise and written in a style consistent with the rest of the newsletter. 

Notes and News Items 
Notes are intended to convey topical information of interest to the BSG community. Notes 
topics may include: (1) Research Notes – new projects and progress reports or general 
research-related ideas and issues; (2) Field Notes – recent field work or field trips or retellings 
of classic tales from the field; (3) Course Notes – news, announcements, or articles related to 
teaching biogeography or pedagogical issues affecting the discipline; (4) Book Notes – book 
reviews or announcements; and/or (5) Miscellaneous Notes – anything that doesn't fit in any of 
the other categories. 

News items can be personal, departmental, institutional, or any other biogeography-related 
happenings that have occurred since the last edition of The Biogeographer. These can be 
self-authored items or press releases. 

Recent Publications 
Only publications that have actually appeared in print or online will be listed. 

2023 BSG Executive Board 
Arvind Bhuta US Forest Service 

Parveen Chhetri, California State University - Dominguez Hills 
Danielle Haskett Jennings, Univ of Montevallo 

Stockton Maxwell, Radford University  
Tommy Patterson, Univ of North Carolina – Chapel Hill 

Tony Stallins (Newsletter and Webpage Editor), University of Kentucky 
Nathan Gill (Secretary/Treasurer), Texas Tech University 

mailto:ja.stallins@uky.edu



