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Notes from the Chair   
 

Tony Stallins, BSG Chair, 2017–19 

 

Tales from the Underside 

 

The chair of the BSG has a two-year term, and most of the 

chair’s duties seem to be event coordination rather than stirring 

the pot. However, I'd like to propose a session for the upcoming 

AAG, one that agitates a bit and may even look behind the 

curtain. I want to talk about some of the forces that shape us as a 

scholarly community internally, and within Geography. Although 

such introspection can be taken to a paralyzing extreme, I’ll 

argue that periodic formalization and discussion of these kinds of 

issues is not entirely useless. Some recent events, and no doubt my own personal experiences 

along these lines, have prompted me to propose a few tentative questions for this session.  
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Are research funding opportunities equitable across geography and among physical 

geographers? Calls have been made for federal funding agencies like the NSF and NIH to fund a 

proportion of research proposals based on random selection, a lottery, once they surpass a given 

level of fundability. This allows more varied kinds of research to be funded and circumvents the 

problem of prestige. Criticisms have been leveled that success and the prestige that comes with it 

makes the strike zone for future success a little larger, even though the relationships among 

funding levels, novelty of research, and publication record are not necessarily as strong as we 

assume. Must all physical geography research be critical and relevant to policy? Many of us 

have become aware of critical physical geography. It emphasizes how the production of 

knowledge relates to issues of power and justice. Should this version of being critical take 

prioritization over others in physical geography and biogeography? How does critical physical 

geography’s implied urgency impact the standing of biogeographers and physical geographers at 

large within the NSF and within the AAG? Open-ended research without overt relevance to 

policy and critical theory seems to be a hard sell today. But is that what a more pragmatic 

process of scientific inquiry requires? Has publishing (and broadly, academics) become a zero-

sum game, in which if you don't win, you lose? I’d like to think that every bit of my research 

had clearly defined goals from the outset and career-forwarding outcomes. Hardly. My first, and 

unschooled attempt at dendrochronology was a disaster. My tinkering with kite photos and 

structure-from-motion photography had a large effort to return ratio. Yet they were successful, 

just not in the manner that we are increasingly conditioned to think of success: as winning, as 

publishing, as fame and fortune. Has practice in biogeography become too wedded to outcomes? 

How do we value our work more broadly? With the small acts of learning and service, the 

moments that are not quantifiable in Web of Science or in the kudos that go out on the faculty 

listserv? Where would we be without more stumbles, false starts, and plain old being wrong? 

How has the emphasis on visibility and quantifying our productivity, often through increasing 

specialization, impacted physical geography? 

 

Basically, in this session I want to look at our work as a game. We engage in games constantly, 

at all levels, even if we maintain we don't. As of this moment, I haven’t decided on the format of 

this session, nor its exact focus, not if I’ll even pursue it further. If you have even read this far, 

and have some interest, send me an email and tell me your thoughts.  
_______________________________ 

Fang, F.C. and A. Casadevall, A. 2016. Research funding: The case for a modified lottery. mBio 7: e00422-1 

Fortin, J.M. and D.J. Currie, D.J. 2013. Big science vs. little science: How scientific impact scales with funding.  

PloS One 8(6) 

Vazire, S. 2017. Our obsession with eminence warps research. Nature 547(7661): 7 

 

 

 
Back to the Top
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Graduate Student 

Representative Column  
 

Nathan Gill, BSG Graduate Student Representative 

2017–18 

 

Hello biogeographers! 

 

As the incoming BSG student representative, I want to say thank 

you and introduce myself. I am a PhD candidate in the Graduate 

School of Geography at Clark University. I study landscape 

ecology and forest dynamics. Most recently, I’ve been working 

on disturbance interactions and regeneration in subalpine forests of Colorado and rare plant 

conservation in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. For a long time I’ve been interested in species 

distribution modeling, remote sensing, invasive species, dendrochronology, fire, and all things 

forest—please feel free to reach out if you’d like to chat with me about any of these topics! 

 

It was great to see so many of you in Boston and to see the wide variety of excellent 

biogeography work that was shared. With so many of us involved in the BSG as well as other 

specialty groups, it makes for a great opportunity to make connections and collaborate. Our out-

going student rep, Tommy Patterson, put together a great panel on “How to become a 

biogeographer” that I thought was very informative. 

 

One of my responsibilities as the student rep will be to organize a panel for next year’s meeting 

in New Orleans. I am planning to organize a panel on “How to secure external funding as a 

biogeographer.” If you have any recommendations, requests, or know of any resources that 

might help me prepare a panel on this topic, or if you would be willing to serve as a panelist, 

please let know! I am planning to include biogeographers from various stages of their career on 

the panel, including one or two students. I know that finding some external funding for my 

dissertation research was a game-changer for me, and I hope that bringing together a group of 

individuals who have been through the ups and downs of seeking funding will be beneficial to 

biogeographers of all stripes. 

 

If you have any BSG student-related suggestions or questions, please let me know. I hope to be 

able to engage with and help as many of you as possible over the next year! Thanks! 

 

Nathan Gill 

 
ngill@clarku.edu 

 
Back to the Top 
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BSG Board Elections 
 

Brenden McNeil, BSG Board Member 2016–18 and Elections 

Organizer 

 

Congratulations to J. Anthony (Tony) Stallins (University of 

Kentucky) who is our new BSG Chair. The other two newly 

elected members with two-year terms are Grant Harley 

(University of Idaho) and Daehyun Kim (Seoul National 

University). Nathan Gill (Clark University) was elected as the 

new graduate student representative. Thanks to those who ran 

and those who voted!  

 

It is already time to consider nominations for incoming board members for the 2018–20 cycle. 

During this election cycle, we will elect two new board members to take the place of Maria 

Caffrey and Brenden McNeil. Additionally, the student representative position, currently held 

by Nathan Gill, is open for nominations. Service as a board member is for two years, and the 

student representative serves for one year. Watch for the call for nominations in the fall 

newsletter. 

 
Back to the Top 
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Awards and Competitions 
 

James J. Parsons Award for 

Distinguished Career in Biogeography & 

Henry Cowles Award for Excellence in 

Publication in Biogeography  
 

Grant Harley, BSG Board Member 2017–19 and Awards 

Organizer 

 

This year we had 7 Cowles Award submissions (up from our 

usual 2 to 4) and judging yielded a tie of two. The Henry C. 

Cowles Awards for best biogeographical publication of the year 

go to: Beth Hundey, Sam Russell, Fred Longstaffe, and Katrina 

Moser for their 2016 paper in Nature Communications titled, “Agriculture causes nitrate 

fertilization of remote alpine lakes.” and to 

 

Alan Taylor, Valerie Trouet, Carl Skinner, and Scott Stephens for their 2016 paper in the 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences titled, “Socioecological transitions trigger fire 

regime shifts and modulate fire-climate interactions in the Sierra Nevada, USA.” 

 

The James J. Parsons Distinguished 

Career Award goes to David R. Butler 

(Texas State University – San Marcos). 

David accepted the award and was very 

surprised, touched, and honored. David 

acknowledged that it was the result of 

much collaboration and support from his 

family. Please see the BSG meeting 

minutes below for words from David’s 

colleagues regarding his receipt of the 

Parsons Award. 

 

Please consider nominating deserving 

colleagues for these awards. For a list of 

previous award winners, please see the 

BSG Website 

(http://www.biogeographer.org/). 

 

 

 

Alan Taylor (right) receiving one of the two Cowles 

Awards for 2017 from Matt Bekker (photo credit, 

Sally Horn). 

http://www.biogeographer.org/
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 Top: David (right) receiving the Parsons Award from Matt Bekker. 

Bottom: Stephen Walsh recounting a few of his many great memories of 

collaborations with David (photo credit, Sally Horn). 
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Student Presentation Awards 
 

Maria Caffrey, BSG Board Member 2016–18 and Student 

Presentation Awards Coordinator 

 

I am pleased to announce the winners of this year’s student 

presentation competition. Each year we present two awards to 

student members who gave the best presentation at the American 

Association of Geographers meeting. This year we had a large 

number of students competing to be named best Ph.D. 

presentation and best masters or undergraduate presentation. 

Presentations could be in the form of a paper or poster.  

 

The 2017 winners are Danielle Haskett (Ph.D. student category) 

and Tyler Prince (masters/undergraduate category). Danielle, a Ph.D. student in Geography at the 

University of Georgia, presented a paper titled “Climate and environmental change in the 

Colorado Rocky Mountains during the late Quaternary: An analogue for a warm future." Tyler, a 

master of Sustainability Science candidate at Brock University, presented a paper on "Postglacial 

reconstruction of fire history from a small lake in southwest Yukon Territory using sedimentary 

charcoal and pollen." Congratulations to them both. 

 

Many thanks to all of the very talented students who participated in the competition in Boston, 

Massachusetts. We would also like to thank the anonymous judges for taking the time out of 

their busy schedules to write up their comments and give valuable feedback on the presentations. 

If you are a student member of the BSG we strongly recommend that you consider taking part in 

next year’s student presentation 

competition in New Orleans, 

Louisiana. Participation in the 

competition can lead to valuable 

feedback to help improve your 

presentation skills as well as help 

introduce your work to a broader 

audience. Keep your eyes peeled for 

more information about the 2018 

competition in the fall issue of the 

BSG newsletter.  
 

Presentation winners Danielle Haskett 

(left) and Tyler Prince conducting 

fieldwork.  
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Because these awards are announced after each year’s BSG meeting, the recipients from the 

previous year are formally recognized at the BSG meeting following the year of their award. Last 

year’s Ph.D. paper competition award went to Jeremy Johnson of Texas A&M University for his 

paper titled “Landscape resistance and 

forest response to Pleistocene glaciation 

in Alaska.” Katherine Glover of UCLA, 

who tied with Jeremy for the 2016 

award, was not present to receive her 

award for the paper titled “A 90,000-year 

fire history from the San Bernardino 

Mountains, Southern California.” 

Congratulations Jeremy and Katherine! 

 

 

 

Student Research Grant Competition 
 

Daehyun Kim, BSG Board Member 2017–19 and Student 

Research Grant Coordinator  

 

After rounds of intensive discussion among judges, Maegan 

Rochner from the University of Tennessee-Knoxville was 

selected as this year’s recipient of the award at the Ph.D. level. 

Her proposal was titled “Critical Physical Geography of 

Whitebark Pine in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.” Her 

advisor is Dr. Henri Grissino-Mayer. Congratulations to 

Maegan and Henri. Also, we thank all of the students and their 

advisors for their participation. Last, but not least, we 

appreciate the valuable comments from the judges of the 

submissions.  

 

Unfortunately though, there were no applications of the award at the masters level this year. We 

look forward to receiving many high-quality submissions from this level next year.  

 

Jeremy Johnson (right) receiving the 

2016 Ph.D. paper competition award 

from BSG Chair Jake Bendix (photo 

credit, Sally Horn). 
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Back to the Top 

Maegen Rochner (right) receiving 

the 2017 Ph.D. Student Research 

Grant Award from BSG Chair 

Jake Bendix (photo credit, Sally 

Horn). 
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Recent Publications  
 

Articles: 

1. Ballard, J. P., S. P. Horn, and Z.-H. Li. 2017. A 23,000-year microscopic charcoal record 

from Anderson Pond, Tennessee, USA. Palynology 41: 216–219. 

2. Cumming, W.F.P., R.F. Newman, G.E. Bradfield, M. Krzic, and D.J. Thompson. 2016. 

Grazing and solar irradiance drive patterns of change in two grassland plant communities 

in southern British Columbia. Journal of Arid Environments 133: 94–101. 

3. Driese, S. G., S. P. Horn, J. P. Ballard, M. B. Boehm, and Z. Li. 2017. Micromorphology 

of Late Pleistocene sediments and a new Interpretation of the Holocene chronology at 

Anderson Pond, Tennessee, U.S.A. Quaternary Research 87: 82–95. 

4. Gillespie, T.W., K.S. Willis, S. Ostermann-Kelm, O. Jenkins, F. Federico, T. Longcore, 

L. Lee, and G.M. MacDonald. 2016. The Distribution and Dynamics of Nighttime Lights 

in the Mediterranean Coast Network of Southern California: Cabrillo National 

Monument, Channel Islands National Park, Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation 

Area. National Resources Report NPS/MEDN/NRR—2016/1290. National Park Service, 

Fort Collins, Colorado, pp. 1–36. 

5. Goman, M., G. Ashley, R.B. Owen, V. Hover, and D. Maharjan. 2017. Late Holocene 

environmental reconstructions from Lake Solai, Kenya. The Professional Geographer 

69(3): 438–454. 

6. Goman, M., A. Joyce, S. Lund, C. Pearson, W. Guerra, D. Dale, D.E. Hammond, and 

A.J. Celestian. (in press) Preliminary Results from Laguna Minucúa a potentially 

annually resolved record of climate and environmental change for the past ~5000 years in 

the Mixteca Alta of Oaxaca, Mexico. Quaternary International 

(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2017.01.027). 

7. Horn, S. P. 2016. Incendios en los pinares de las zonas montañosas de la República 

Dominicana: La visión de fondo. Revista Verdor [Academy of Sciences of the Dominican 

Republic] 8(2): 102–109. 

8. Horn, S. P. 2017. Lakes and limnology. In The International Encyclopedia of Geography: 

People, the Earth, Environment, and Technology, ed. D. Richardson, N. Castree, M. F. 

Goodchild, A. Kobayshi, W. Liu, and R. A. Marston. Hoboken: John Wiley and Sons, 

DOI: 10.1002/9781118786352.wbieg0105. 

9. Horn, S. P. and K. A. Haberyan. 2016. Lakes of Costa Rica. In Costa Rican Ecosystems, 

ed. M. Kappelle, 656–682. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 

10. Kappelle, M., and S. P. Horn. 2016. The Páramo Grasslands of Costa Rica’s Highlands. 

In Costa Rican Ecosystems, ed. M. Kappelle, 492–523. Chicago: The University of 

Chicago Press. 

11. Kerr, M. T., S. P. Horn, H. D. Grissino-Mayer, and L. A. Stachowiak. 2017. Annual 

growth zones in stems of Hypericum irazuense (Guttiferae) in the Costa Rican páramos, 

Physical Geography, DOI: 10.1080/02723646.2017.1340714. 

12. Lafon, C. W., A. T. Naito, H. D. Grissino-Mayer, S. P. Horn, and T. A. Waldrop. 2017. 

Fire history of the Appalachian region: A review and synthesis. General Technical Report 

SRS-219. Asheville, North Carolina: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, 

Southern Research Station. 97 p. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2017.01.027
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13. Lee, S.J., T. Longcore, C. Rich, and J.P. Wilson. 2017. Increased home size and 

hardscape decreases urban forest cover in Los Angeles County’s single-family residential 

neighborhoods. Urban Forestry & Urban Greening 24: 222–235. 

14. Longcore, T. and C. Rich. 2016. Artificial night lighting and protected lands: Ecological 

effects and management approaches. Natural Resource Report NPS/NRSS/NSNS/NRR—

2016/1213. National Park Service, Fort Collins, Colorado, pp. 1–51. 

15. Longcore, T. and C. Rich. 2016. Ecological and organismic effects of light pollution, 

eLS, 1–8. Chichester: John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. 

16. Lund, S., M. Goman, and A. Joyce. (in press) Paleomagnetic chronostratigraphy of 

Holocene Laguna Minucúa, Oaxaca, Mexico. Quaternary International 

(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2016.06.038)  

17. Paudel, S., T. Longcore, B. MacDonald, M.K. McCormick, K. Szlavecz, G.W.T. Wilson, 

and S.R. Loss. 2016. Belowground interactions with aboveground consequences: 

Invasive earthworms and arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi. Ecology 97: 605–614. 

18. Paudel, S., G.W.T. Wilson, B. MacDonald, T. Longcore, and S.R. Loss. 2016. Predicting 

spatial extent of invasive earthworms on an oceanic island. Divers. Distrib. 22: 1013–

1023. 

19. Whitesides, C.J., D.R. and Butler. 2016. Bioturbation by gophers and marmots and its 

effects on conifer germination. Earth Surface Processes and Landforms 41: 2269–2281. 

20. Wu, J., D. F. Porinchu, and S. P. Horn. 2017. A chironomid-based reconstruction of Late 

Holocene climate and environmental change for southern Pacific Costa Rica. The 

Holocene 27: 73–84. 

Back to the Top 
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News 
 

2018 Annual Meeting of the AAG, New Orleans, Louisiana 
 

The Annual Meeting of the American Association of Geographers is one of the largest 

geographic conferences in the world. Our next meeting, 10–14 April 2018, is being held in New 

Orleans, Louisiana, at the Sheraton and Marriott Hotels. Registration is open now. Please see the 

AAG Annual Meeting webpage for further information and updates: 
http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting 

 

Biogeography Specialty Group Business Meeting Minutes, Boston, 

Massachusetts, 7 April 2017 

1. Welcome Remarks 

Jacob Bendix, Biogeography Specialty Group (BSG) Chair, called the meeting to order at 11:55 

am, welcomed the audience, and introduced the BSG board. 

 

2. Board Reports 

 

A. CHAIR’S REPORT 

 

Jacob Bendix reported that the BSG sponsored talk by Andrea Wulf on Alexander von Humboldt 

will be at 3:20 pm today.  

 

AAG attendance was record breaking this year with about 9400 registered attendees, and 

registration for this year’s meeting is not yet closed. Over 6800 abstracts were submitted, and 

there are about 90 concurrent sessions (not including panel and other sessions). With such high 

numbers, Sunday sessions are probably here to stay! 

 

Future AAG meetings are currently scheduled to be: New Orleans in 2018, Washington D.C. in 

2019, and Denver in 2020. 

 

Public engagement: Jacob Bendix noted that we are all scientists (personal political affiliation 

and support aside), and thus pro-science, and we should promote science in the political arena. 

Meridian Place (AAG headquarters in Washington, DC) will offer a resting stop (bathrooms, 

etc.) for Geographers marching this year in DC in the March for Science on April 22.  

 

For those whose research has relevance to public issues, Jacob also drew attention to the 

Scholars Strategy Network, which can help you get your research out into the public sphere. If 

you are interested, there is information at http://www.scholarsstrategynetwork.org/what-scholars-

strategy-network. 

  

http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting
http://www.scholarsstrategynetwork.org/what-scholars-strategy-network
http://www.scholarsstrategynetwork.org/what-scholars-strategy-network
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B. BSG FINANCES AND TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Taly Drezner, BSG Treasurer, offered congratulations to the winners and requested they contact 

her for awards.  

 

Last year, we awarded $1500 plus $500 support to the student rep, and anticipate doing the same 

this year: 

$1000 for the Ph.D. grant 

$500 for the Master’s grant 

$500 for student representative support with conference expenses 

 

We had an additional $235 in other expenses this last year (since ~Mar 1, 2016). These expenses 

include our annual Go Daddy fee for the website ($30), the plaques for our awards ($59), and the 

annual board meeting breakfast which the BSG traditionally covers ($146). We have also 

contributed $200 to sponsor the Andrea Wulf Lecture. In total, we spent $2235.26 last year 

(March 1, 2016 to Feb 28, 2017, last 12 months of record). For this same period, our intake, from 

membership fees, was $2012.50 (down very slightly from last year). Thus, we continue to 

overspend our budget, bringing down our reserves. 

 

Our current balance (as of mid-March) is $2142.39. In the coming few weeks, we will pay out 

$2000 in our awards. Since we have several hundred dollars in expenses each year (typically 

more than the $142 remaining balance), it appears that we have used up the last of our surplus 

from past years. 

 

Taly asks that you do please email her if you have any questions about finances, awards, receipts 

or anything else. 

 

Jacob Bendix observed that the Geomorphology Specialty Group has about the same number of 

members as the BSG (we have about 376 members), however they have more money. This is due 

to older members making generous contributions. David Butler noted that the Geomorphology 

Specialty Group also takes collections during the meeting. 

 

C. BSG ELECTIONS 

 

Brenden McNeil announced election winners. Congratulations to J. Anthony (Tony) Stallins 

(University of Kentucky) who will be our next BSG Chair. The other two newly elected 

members with two-year terms are Grant Harley (University of Idaho) and Daehyun Kim (Seoul 

National University). Nathan Gill (Clark University) was elected as the new student 

representative.   

 

Brenden thanked those who ran and voted and encouraged people to consider running next year. 
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D. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

 

Tommy Patterson reported the success of the panel discussion on Wednesday and thanked the 

panel that contributed. Tommy encouraged people to attend next year, and to contact him via 

email with any questions. 

 

E. STUDENT PRESENTATION AWARDS 

 

Maria Caffrey was not able to attend the meeting so J. Bendix announced the awards in her 

place. We are still in the midst of this year’s competition for best student papers. Winners will be 

informed by email and announced at next year’s meeting. The winners from last year’s 

competition, which was tied, were announced: Katherine Glover and Jeremy Johnson (best Ph.D. 

paper). Jeremy, who was present at the meeting, accepted his award from J. Bendix. 

 

F. STUDENT RESEARCH GRANT AWARDS 

 

Melanie Stine was not able to attend the meeting so J. Bendix announced the awards in her place. 

Maegan Rochner won the $1000 Ph.D. competition. There were no Master’s level applicants this 

year. 

 

G. JOURNAL REPORTS 

 

David Butler is the new editor for the Physical Geography and Environmental Science section of 

the Annals of the AAG. David thanked Glen MacDonald for advocating for the name change of 

that section. Doug Richardson aims to have 3 to 4 physical papers per issue. David strongly 

encouraged submission of manuscripts founded on good science. Rather than some historical 

expectations of the journal, he emphasized that he is looking for good science first and foremost, 

from everyone, from full professors to graduate students. He promised a fast turnover in the 

review process. 

 

Charles Lafon encouraged submissions to Physical Geography. 

 

The Southeastern Geographer is also seeking papers. 

 

Lynn Resler noted that Arctic, Antarctic, and Alpine Research is now accepting review papers.  

 

Sally Horn observed that the Annals of the AAG used to be restrictive and physical geography 

manuscripts were often criticized as being too narrow, and that with David Butler’s approach, 

this is now a good opportunity to send quality work there for review. Sally Horn and Jacob 

Bendix noted the importance of publications in the Annals for tenure in many universities. 

 

H. COWLES AND PARSONS AWARDS 

 

Matt Bekker presented the winners. This year we had 7 Cowles Award submissions (up from our 

usual 2 or 4) and judging yielded a tie. The Henry C. Cowles Awards for best biogeographical 

publication of the year go to: 
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Alan Taylor, Valerie Trouet, Carl Skinner, and Scott Stephens for their 2016 paper in the 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences titled, “Socioecological transitions trigger fire 

regime shifts and modulate fire-climate interactions in the Sierra Nevada, USA” and to 

 

Beth Hundey, Sam Russell, Fred Longstaffe, and Katrina Moser for their 2016 paper in Nature 

Communications titled, “Agriculture causes nitrate fertilization of remote alpine lakes.” 

 

The James J. Parsons Distinguished Career Award goes to David R. Butler (Texas State 

University–San Marcos). David accepted the award and was very surprised, touched, and 

honored. David acknowledged that it was the result of a lot of collaboration and thanked his wife 

and son for their support. 

 

Stephen Walsh, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, spoke about Dave Butler and his 

outstanding contributions to biogeography. David has numerous journal articles, books and other 

notable publications as well as mentoring and teaching awards. He has been on editorial boards 

of several journals, including the Annals of the American Association of Geographers. The 

longevity and consistency of his productivity and quality of students and collaborations is 

outstanding. He has sustained high quality scholarship and mentorship. He fits very well into the 

lofty group of previous award winners. Steve showed some slides of Dave over the years in 

Glacier National Park, Montana, and spoke of the collaborations between himself, Dave and 

George Malanson at the University of Iowa. Dave's work is on the nexus of geomorphology and 

biogeography and on understanding processes of change. 

 

George Malanson said it was great to see David win this award, observing he has already won 

similar honors in the Geomorphology and Mountain Specialty Groups. George said it has been a 

pleasure to work with Dave for over 30 years, and remarked that it is great fun to work with 

colleagues you both like and respect. 

 

3. Adjournment 
 

Jacob Bendix thanked everyone for attending and wished Tony Stallins well in the next two 

years as he becomes BSG Chair. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:35pm. 
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Sally’s Foto File, Inaugural Edition 
 

For those of us who have attended multiple BSG meetings over the years, we know Sally Horn 

not only as a preeminent global biogeographer, but also as the faithful BSG business meeting 

photographer. As you’ve already seen above, Sally is credited with most of the photographs in 

The Biogeographer. Her photos from previous meetings must easily number over 1000 by now. 

This News column, as viewed through the lens of Sally’s camera, will take you on a nostalgic 

trip through the places and faces of past AAG meetings. We hope you enjoy this first 

installment—a tribute to our most recent recipient of the James J. Parsons Award for 

Distinguished Career in Biogeography.  

 

 

 
Notes 
 

Miscellaneous: 
 

1. Note from BSG Chair, Tony Stallins, on strategies for increasing BSG enrollment: 

I'm a member of several others specialty groups, including the Climate Specialty Group 

and the Geomorphology Specialty Group. Like many of you, there's probably more than 

one part of geography that you consider relevant to your research and teaching. As 

Left to right, George Malanson, David Butler, and Stephen Walsh giving the “Butler 

Wave” at the 2008 Annual Meeting of the American Association of Geographers, 

which was also held in Boston (photo credit, Sally Horn, of course). 
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primarily a Physical Geographer, I've seen how our field has become compartmentalized 

over the past couple of decades. Physical geographers are somewhat divided along lines 

defined by journals and through attendance at conferences like the AMS, the AGU, and 

the ESA. That's not necessarily bad. There are indeed topics and research questions in 

physical geography that are well worth taking outside of the AAG, and for many reasons, 

intellectual and professional. And we need those kinds of outside successes to keep 

geography visible. However, by strengthening our base as physical geographers, we can 

at least gain more unified representation within the AAG. So when you renew your AAG 

and specialty group memberships this year, consider adding other specialty groups 

affiliated with physical geography.  I've submitted requests like this one to the 

newsletters of the Climate Specialty Group, the Geomorphology Specialty Group, and the  

Paleoclimatic Specialty Group. Let's support each other and bump up the numbers of 

AAG physical geographers, as represented terms of specialty group membership. 

2. Back issues of The Biogeographer are posted on the BSG website 

(www.biogeographer.org). 

3. Please consider adding the BSG domain to your favorite links and promote it on your 

homepage, Facebook, LinkedIn, etc. (www.biogeographer.org). 

4. The BSG Facebook page is managed by Arvind Bhuta and is available here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/141655989204924/ 

5. Tony Stallins is presently managing the BSG website (www.biogeographer.org). If you 

have links (or other materials), send up to 2–3 pages to Tony, including syllabi for 

biogeography courses. You can contact him at jast239@uky.edu 

6. Communications among BSG members is usually by email through the AAG’s 

discussion forum.  For instructions to access and post messages on the BSG forum, login 

to the AAG website (www.aag.org), then: 

Select “Memberships” 

Select “Specialty Groups” 

Scroll down to Biogeography and select “learn more” 

 
Back to the Top 
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Submission Guidelines 
 

Chris Underwood, Editor, The Biogeographer 

 

Submissions to The Biogeographer should be sent directly to the 

editor (underwoodc@uwplatt.edu) as email attachments in Word 

format. Please spell-check and proofread your submissions 

carefully. Submissions should be concise and written in a style 

consistent with the rest of the newsletter. 

 

Notes and News Items  

Notes are intended to convey topical information of interest to 

the BSG community. Notes topics may include: (1) Research 

Notes – new projects and progress reports or general research-

related ideas and issues; (2) Field Notes – recent field work or field trips or retellings of classic 

tales from the field; (3) Course Notes – news, announcements, or articles related to teaching 

biogeography or pedagogical issues affecting the discipline; (4) Book Notes – book reviews or 

announcements; and/or (5) Miscellaneous Notes – anything that doesn't fit in any of the other 

categories. 

 

News items can be personal, departmental, institutional, or any other biogeography-related 

happenings that have occurred since the last edition of The Biogeographer. These can be self-

authored items or press releases.  

 

Recent Publications 
Only publications that have actually appeared in print or online will be listed; please do not 

submit in-press items until you have page numbers or a permanent URL. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Chris 
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