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Notes from the Chair
Tony Stallins, BSG Chair, 2017–19
Exercising the intellect requires few resources. A few books, a
mentor, and food, clothing, and shelter are enough to power the
thought engine. But money catalyzes other opportunities. Startup
for a new faculty hire can shape the trajectory of a program's
contributions over the long term. A big NSF award can
potentially have the same outcome. But so can a few hundred
dollars, especially for students. While even intensively funded
scientific inquiry should, by definition, result in failure if it is
truly taking the risks necessary to say something new, this kind of risk is one that we should
minimize for students working on a thesis or dissertation. That is why we are asking some of you
to donate to the BSG. We would like to continue to offer the student research proposal awards
and the student paper presentation awards as we have for many years. However, the ongoing
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specialization of biogeographers and of geographers in general has cut into the BSG budget.
There are more specialty groups than ever before to divide the membership. While BSG roughly
breaks even each year, we have little financial flexibility. Our current operating budget makes it
risky to contribute to special speakers at the AAG (like Andrea Wulf's talk on her biography of
Alexander von Humbolt at the 2017 AAG), to develop new incentives for engaging students in
biogeographic research, and to reward unique contributions to biogeography as they emerge.
Other specialty groups have been soliciting donations from their established members. We wish
to start this practice and ask those who can to make donations. We aren't necessarily looking for
large sums. Give what you wish, but the more people who contribute, the lighter the load for all.
I've attached a spreadsheet for this year's budget – thanks to our indefatigable treasurer,
accountant, and procedural historian Taly Drezner – to give you an idea of how we operate
fiscally. And in the interests of transparency, the BSG board no longer gets a breakfast or dinner
on the BSG budget. That’s been a practice now for a couple of years. All of the board duties are
voluntary and only the student representative is given some funds to offset their costs of
attending AAG. The student rep is also required to organize and chair a session geared toward
student members of the BSG
To make a donation to the BSG please complete the form included with this newsletter and
submit it to the AAG. The form is also available on the home page (www.biogeographers.org).
At present, there is no systematic way to contribute online. This hardcopy mode is the only one
available. Send an email to me and to Taly if you contribute so we can make sure it gets credited
to BSG.
Back to the Top
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Graduate Student
Representative Column
Clay Tucker, BSG Graduate Student Representative
2018–19
Fellow Biogeographers,
As a native Louisi-animal, I would like to thank everyone that
attended the AAG meeting this year in New Orleans, and I hope
that my home state lived up to all expectations! I am currently a
PhD candidate in the Department of Geography and
Anthropology at Louisiana State University, where I have also earned my M.S. and B.S. degrees.
My current and past research focuses on dendrotempestology, the study of hurricanes and tree
rings. I also have interests in hurricane climatology, coastal ecology, and the geography of the
Gulf Coastal Plain.
In the past, the BSG student representative typically organized a panel at their respective
upcoming AAG annual meeting. Past panels focused on professional development for students
(e.g., the New Orleans panel titled Preparing Competitive Research Grants in Biogeography).
For #AAG2019, I would like to attract a myriad of presenters for a more informal topic within an
Interactive Short Paper Session titled Field Techniques in Biogeography. These sessions contain
10-12 folks that present for about 6 minutes each, and their aim is to provide a concise, but
intensive description of a project and allow for discussion from the audience.
I have recently become infatuated with the multitude of field methods that biogeographers have
adapted to their science, and I think AAG would be a wonderful venue to display these
applications. As a student who is frequently knee-deep in fieldwork, I would personally be
interested in any field techniques that may aide or ease my efforts, and especially those that
might reduce error within future post-field analyses. I hope that these lightning round
presentations may be useful for you as well, and I hope to hear from you throughout the next
year about topics you might want to present!
Best,
Clay Tucker
ctucke8@lsu.edu

Back to the Top
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BSG Board Elections
Nina Hewitt, BSG Board Member 2018–20 and Elections
Organizer
Our two newly elected board members with two-year terms are
Christy Briles (University of Colorado-Denver) and Nina Hewitt
(University of British Columbia-Vancouver). Clay Tucker
(Louisiana State University) was elected as the new graduate
student representative. Thanks to those who ran and those who
voted!
It is already time to consider nominations for chairperson and
incoming board members for the 2019–21 cycle. During our next election, we will select a new
chair and two new board members (Awards Organizer and Research Grant Coordinator).
Additionally, the student representative position is open for nominations. Service as
chairperson or board member is for two years, and the student representative serves for one year.
Watch for the call for nominations in the fall newsletter.
Back to the Top
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Awards and Competitions
James J. Parsons Award for
Distinguished Career in Biogeography &
Henry Cowles Award for Excellence in
Publication in Biogeography
Grant Harley, BSG Board Member 2017–19 and Awards
Organizer
This year we had three Cowles Award submission, and we’re
thankful to those who took the time to submit nominations.
Remember Biogeographers, all it takes is an email to me with the
nomination submission! The Henry C. Cowles Awards for best
biogeographical publication for the year 2017 goes to:
Jeremy S. Johnson, Keith D. Gaddis, David M. Cairns, and Konstantin V. Krutovsky. Seed
dispersal at alpine treeline: an assessment of seed movement within the alpine treeline
ecotone. Ecosphere 8(1): e01649.10.1002/ecs2.1649

David Cairns (left) receiving the 2018 Cowles Award from Grant Harley
(photo credit, Sally Horn).
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Biogeographers, please consider nominating deserving colleagues for both the Cowles and
Parsons awards. For a list of previous award winners, please see the BSG Website
(http://www.biogeographer.org/).
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Student Presentation Awards
Christy Briles, BSG Board Member 2018–20 and Student Presentation
Awards Coordinator

Award winners for this year are as follows:
PhD Student Category: Robert Andrus (University of Colorado Boulder), for his paper
titled "Moisture availability limits subalpine tree establishment."
At AAG ‘18 New Orleans, I presented a
dissertation chapter that was recently published
in Ecology, “Moisture limits subalpine tree
establishment”. The study examined the climate
factors that favored successful seedling
establishment in subalpine coniferous forests,
which occurs when the production of large
quantities of seed coincides with favorable
climate conditions for seed germination and
seedling survival. Given the cool climate in
these high-elevation forests, seedling
establishment is generally thought to be limited
by low temperatures rather low moisture. Thus,
these forests could potentially benefit from
climate warming, but identifing the climate
conditions suitable for seedling establishment is
essential for forecasting the effects of climate
warming. We counted > 150,000 tree rings to
assess the year of germination for > 1000
Engelmann spruce (Picea engelmannii) and
subalpine fir (Abies lasiocarpa) seedlings and
then related seedling establishment across our
study area to historical snowpack measurements
and weather station records from 1940 to 2010.
Robert Andrus, 2018 Ph.D. student
Contrary to the expectation stated above, we
presentation award winner
found that seedling establishment is limited
mainly to years of high snowpack and cool and wet summer conditions in subalpine forests in the
Colorado Front Range. Future warming is likely to produce conditions unfavorable for future
seedling establishment, which is the opposite trend necessary to compensate for increasing tree
mortality in many western US forests.
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Undergraduate/Masters Category: Joseph Andreoli (University of Florida), for his paper
titled "Predicting the Potential Geographic Distributions of Non-Native Fishes in Florida
with Climate Change.
I modelled the geographic distributions of three non-native
species of freshwater fishes in Florida. I also projected these
potential distributions into the future given two different
climate change scenarios. I found a large increase of suitable
habitat for Oreochromis aureus Steindachner, 1864), a slight
decrease in suitable habitat for Hemichromis letourneuxi
(Sauvage, 1880), and a drastic decrease of suitable habitat for
Mayaheros urophthalmus (Günther, 1862). This study shows
the risks of climate change for invasive species management
and some management opportunities from climate change.
Joseph Andreoli, 2018 Undergraduate/Masters
student presentation award winner

Adam Donaldson (University of Wisconsin-Platteville) was recognized with an Honorable
Mention. He was the only undergraduate to participate in the competition.
Adam used tree rings from
remnant stumps and snags to
reconstruct three centuries of
fire history at the University
of Minnesota Cloquet
Forestry Center in northern
Minnesota and compared his
results with the cultural
history of the area to deepen
the understanding of
historical relationships
between people and fire. The
results of his work are being
used by the forest manager of
CFC to move conversations
of incorporating fire into
management in the future
Adam Donaldson, 2018 Undergraduate/Masters student
presentation honorable mention (photo credit, Evan Larson)
and has opened doors for
collaboration with the
neighboring Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa community. Adam’s research is
central to his undergraduate thesis at UW-Platteville and was supported by a Lake States Fire
Science Consortium internship. –Evan Larson, Adam’s research mentor
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Because the student presentation awards are announced after each year’s BSG meeting, the
recipients from the previous year are formally recognized at the BSG meeting following the year
of their award. Last year’s (2017) Ph.D. paper competition award went to Danielle Haskett of the
University of Georgia for her paper titled “Climate and environmental change in the Colorado
Rocky Mountains during the late Quaternary: An analogue for a warm future.” Last year’s
master’s paper competition award went to Tyler Prince of Brock University for his paper titled
“Climate and environmental change in the Colorado Rocky Mountains during the late
Quaternary: An analogue for a warm future.” Congratulations Danielle and Tyler!

Presentation winners (2017) Danielle Haskett (left) and Tyler Prince
conducting fieldwork.
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Student Research Grant Competition
Daehyun Kim, BSG Board Member 2017–19 and Student
Research Grant Coordinator
After rounds of intensive discussion among judges, Jonathan
Kleinman from the University of Alabama was selected as this
year’s recipient of the award at the Ph.D. level. His proposal
was titled “Catastrophic wind and logging effects on plants and
prescribed fire in pine woodlands.” His advisor is Dr. Justin
Hart. At the M.A. level, Kristen Birdshire from the University
of Colorado Denver was selected. Her proposal was titled
“Influences of wild bee diversity and abundance along an
urban-rural gradient.” Her advisor is Christy Briles.
Congratulations to the students and their advisors! Also, we thank all the other students for their
participation. Last, but not least, we appreciate the valuable comments from the judges of the
submissions. We look forward to receiving many high-quality submissions again next year.

Arvind Bhuta (left) accepting the 2018 Ph.D. Student Research Grant Award on behalf
of Jonathan Kleinman from Daehyun Kim (photo credit, Sally Horn).
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Kristen Birdshire (left) receiving the 2018 Master’s Student Research Grant Award
from Daehyun Kim (photo credit, Sally Horn).

Kristen is an Environmental Science Masters
student at the University of Colorado Denver. She
is also the lab assistant in the Paleoecology,
Palynology, and Climate Change Laboratory on
campus. She earned dual bachelor’s degrees at the
University of Missouri-Columbia in Forestry and
Fisheries & Wildlife and has experience banding
birds, mapping forest canopies, and trapping
amphibians and reptiles. She is deeply interested
in insects, and her current research focuses on the
diversity and abundance of wild bees along an
urban-rural gradient. Currently, her research
shows a general decline in bee diversity and
abundance in the more urbanized areas of Denver.
This summer she will be delving deeper into the
statistics to identify the bee guilds with a higher
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performance in more urbanized centers according to each bee's life history characteristics as well
as other local and landscape factors. Her goal is to have the research completed and published by
the end of this year.

Back to the Top
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News
Biogeography Specialty Group Business Meeting Minutes, New Orleans,
Louisiana, 13 April 2018
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2019 Annual Meeting of the AAG, Washington, D.C.
The Annual Meeting of the American Association of Geographers is one of the largest
geographic conferences in the world. Our next meeting, 3–7 April 2019, will be held in
Washington, D.C., at the Marriott Wardman Park and the Omni Shoreham in the Woodley Park
neighborhood of Washington, D.C. More information will be available soon on the AAG Annual
Meeting Webpage: http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting

Notes
Miscellaneous:
1. Back issues of The Biogeographer are posted on the BSG website
(www.biogeographer.org).
2. Please consider adding the BSG domain to your favorite links and promote it on your
homepage, Facebook, LinkedIn, etc. (www.biogeographer.org).
3. The BSG Facebook page is managed by Arvind Bhuta and is available here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/141655989204924/

4. Tony Stallins is presently managing the original BSG website (www.biogeographer.org).
A motion was passed during the 2018 BSG Business Meeting to nominate Arvind Bhuta
as the new BSG Webmaster. During the transition, the BSG has a second Website
(https://sites.google.com/view/biogeographer/home). If you have links (or other
materials), send up to 2–3 pages to Arvind, including syllabi for biogeography courses.
You can contact him at (biogeographer.aag@gmail.com).
5. Communications among BSG members is usually by email through the AAG’s
discussion forum. For instructions to access and post messages on the BSG forum, login
to the AAG website (www.aag.org), then:
Select “Memberships”
Select “Specialty Groups”
Scroll down to Biogeography and select “learn more”
Back to the Top
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Submission Guidelines
Chris Underwood, Editor, The Biogeographer
Submissions to The Biogeographer should be sent directly to the
editor (underwoodc@uwplatt.edu) as email attachments in Word
format. Please spell-check and proofread your submissions
carefully. Submissions should be concise and written in a style
consistent with the rest of the newsletter.
Notes and News Items
Notes are intended to convey topical information of interest to
the BSG community. Notes topics may include: (1) Research
Notes – new projects and progress reports or general researchrelated ideas and issues; (2) Field Notes – recent field work or field trips or retellings of classic
tales from the field; (3) Course Notes – news, announcements, or articles related to teaching
biogeography or pedagogical issues affecting the discipline; (4) Book Notes – book reviews or
announcements; and/or (5) Miscellaneous Notes – anything that doesn't fit in any of the other
categories.
News items can be personal, departmental, institutional, or any other biogeography-related
happenings that have occurred since the last edition of The Biogeographer. These can be selfauthored items or press releases.
Recent Publications
Only publications that have actually appeared in print or online will be listed; please do not
submit in-press items until you have page numbers or a permanent URL.
Kind regards,
Chris

Back to the Top
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