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Notes from the Chair
Daehyun Kim
BSG Chair, 2019–2021
First of all, I really hope that all people in the world will get through
this era of COVID-19 in the near future. I also hope that our BSG
members and families will remain safe until the virus comes under
full control.
Secondly, on behalf of the BSG community, I would like to express
my sincere thanks to Taly Drezner for her dedicated service as our
treasurer. It is very regretful that we could not honor her in person
during our regular business meeting.
In this Chairs column, I want to share with you some of my experiences over the last 8 months. I have
been fortunate to work with several environmental/ecological engineers in South Korea who specialize
in river system management and restoration. I think that the main reason these people invited me to
their inner circle is my expertise in combining ecological and geomorphological theories to understand
the rate and pathway of vegetation–landform coevolution. As physical geographers, many of us are
familiar with this kind of integrative biogeomorphic thinking, which seems to be not widely adopted
among environmental engineers in our country (I suspect that the situation might be similar in the US).
As you can imagine, these engineers are interested in manipulating river systems by constructing hardprotection infrastructure, such as dams, barrages, weirs, and embankments. Also, they often transplant
different species to examine whether the plants can regulate sediment flux and substrate stability. Last,
but not least, several of them are great numerical modelers, equipped with good knowledge in river
hydraulics and fluid mechanics.
There was one unexpected thing that made me both impressed and encouraged: The engineers, while
focusing primarily on the applied aspect of river research, were eager to learn deeply the theoretical
background of what they were doing, especially coupled vegetation–landform relationships. They
found the term fluvial biogeomorphology (FB) and the associated concepts I introduced pretty cool and
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immediately organized with me a working group in their society dedicated to FB. We published a
review article about FB and I became one of the three associate editors of their flagship journal. All
these happened very quickly and I felt proud of being a physical geographer. I realized the engineers I
interacted with did not think that their knowledge and experience is complete or unmistakable. That is,
in contrast to my original misunderstanding, they were generally advocating the ignorance-based world
view (IBWV) like me (for more about the IBWV and its counterpart KBWV, see my column in the
2019 Fall/Winter BSG Newsletter). Overall, I had not known exactly what they were thinking and
pursuing, nor had they understood what physical geographers truly sought to discover.
During our career, we are likely to have this sort of pleasant opportunities because we are physical
geographers. We are generally trained and thus able to integrate discrete pieces of information from
ecology, geomorphology, hydrology, soil science, and climatology to draw a holistic spatial picture of
our Earth system. I believe that this is one real strength of physical geographers, which makes us
attractive to people majoring in related disciplines. These points are what I address to the first-year
geography students in our first meeting of the “Intro to Geography” course.
This column may have introduced somewhat idiosyncratic experiences of mine, but I believe that some
of you have undergone (or will undergo) similar situations. If that was the case, I would like to learn
your stories someday. Again, take care my fellow biogeographers!

The River Experiment Center (REC) of the Korea Institute of Civil Engineering and Building Technology
(KICT) was established in Nov. 2009 to conduct various experiments concerning flow characteristics, river
morphology, and ecosystem under close-to-prototype experiment conditions. The center, located in Andong City
of the southeastern part of the Korean peninsula, has three-types of experimental streams, 11-meter wide and
600 meter long and experiment ponds in site area of 193,051 square meters. The REC has the capacity to
reproduce artificial floods using a large pumping facilities.

2

In Recognition:
Outgoing BSG Treasurer Dr.Taly Drezner
Taly served as the BSG Treasurer from 2004 to 2020. She agreed to step
down only when Nathan Gill volunteered to assume the duties of the
position. Taly will tell you that the duties and responsibilities of the
treasurer are not arduous. But her institutional knowledge is what has kept
the BSG Board on track as they revolved in and out of their terms. Maybe
she will now officially run for BSG Chair? In any case, we thank Taly for
her commitment and service. Most of Taly’s research has been in Arizona
with saguaro cacti (see the photo below), but she’s also done dispersal and
disturbance studies in Tonga in the South Pacific. This work was featured
as a data paper in a recent issue of the ESA journal Ecology. Taly has also
been working for a while in Point Pelee National Park in Canada with an
endangered cactus species (Opuntia). At York University in Toronto, Taly
teaches Intro to Physical Geography, Introduction to Statistics, Natural Disasters, and a Desert
Ecosystems course. Taly humbly says that she is not particularly drawn to service. However, it is this
small and steady kind of service that accomplishes much of the work often goes underrecognized.
Send Taly an email (drezner@yorku.ca) and thank her.

Recent publications
Drezner, T. D. 2020. The importance of microenvironment: Opuntia plant growth, form and the
response to sunlight. Journal of Arid Environments 178
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaridenv.2020.104144
Fall, P. L., and T. D. Drezner. 2020. Vascular plant species of the Kingdom of Tonga by vegetation
type, species origin, growth form, and dispersal mechanism. Ecology 101 (1)
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecy.2902
Drezner, T. D. 2019. Vegetation associations of the endangered Opuntia cespitosa (Prickly Pear,
Cactaceae) and microsite variation in Point Pelee National Park, Ontario, Canada. Physical
Geography https://doi.org/10.1080/02723646.2019.1684774
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Awards
James J. Parsons Distinguished
Career in Biogeography Award
Dr. Janet Franklin
University of California-Riverside
Department of Botany and Plant Sciences
https://profiles.ucr.edu/janet.franklin
The Biogeography Specialty Group presented the James J.
Parsons Award for Outstanding Lifetime Achievement in
the field of biogeography to Dr Janet Franklin this year.
Her colleagues wrote effusively about her accomplishments
and contributions to biogeography over the past decades. We hope that Janet's work will continue to
inspire the next generation of biogeographers, particularly the many female scientists in our field.
She has produced an enormous body of significant research and has demonstrated research
leadership over her career. She has made outstanding contributions to geography, ecology, and the
broader scientific community through her research, through her mentoring of students and postdocs,
and through her leadership in professional societies and editorial roles in top journals in our field.
We will celebrate her award at the next AAG as well.
Selected publications
Franklin, Janet, and Jennifer A. Miller. (2009). Mapping Species Distributions: Spatial Inference
and Prediction. Cambridge University Press.
Franklin, J. (1995). Predictive vegetation mapping: geographic modelling of biospatial patterns in
relation to environmental gradients. Progress in Physical Geography, 19(4), 474-499.
Franklin, J. (1998). Predicting the distribution of shrub species in southern California from climate
and terrain‐derived variables. Journal of Vegetation Science, 9(5), 733-748.
Franklin, J. (2010). Moving beyond static species distribution models in support of conservation
biogeography. Diversity and Distributions, 16(3), 321-330.
Franklin, J., Davis, F. W., Ikegami, M., Syphard, A. D., Flint, L. E., Flint, A. L., & Hannah, L.
(2013). Modeling plant species distributions under future climates: how fine scale do climate
projections need to be? Global Change Biology, 19(2), 473-483.
Franklin, J., Serra-Diaz, J. M., Syphard, A. D., & Regan, H. M. (2016). Global change and
terrestrial plant community dynamics. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 113(14),
3725-3734.
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Henry Cowles Award for Excellence in Publication in
Biogeography
There were no applications or nominations for the Cowles Awards this year.
Please consider nominating worthy recipients for the Parsons or
Henry Cowles Award in 2021. For a list of previous award
winners, visit the BSG Website at http://www.biogeographer.org/
This position will be open after the 2021 AAG. Look for a call for
nominations during Winter 2021.
Dr. Stockton Maxwell
Radford University
BSG Board Member 2019-2021
Awards Coordinator

2020 Student Research Grant Competition Awardees
The BSG sponsors a grant competition each year to support student research in biogeography.
Typically, a grant of several hundred dollars (generated from BSG member dues) is awarded to a
student conducting thesis research, at both the masters and Ph.D. level. The criteria used for
evaluating the applicants include the scientific merit of the proposed research, the soundness of the
proposed methods and analyses, and the appropriateness of the budget items. The winner of the
doctoral award is Audrey Denvir from the University of Texas at Austin with her proposal, "Avocados
Become a Global Commodity: Consequences for Forest Carbon." Her advisor is Ken Young. The
winner of the master's award is Keon-Hak Lee from Seoul National University with his proposal,
"Ecological and geomorphological changes after radical coastal management in a temperate dune,
South Korea." His advisor is Daehyun Kim. Since the AAG was cancelled this year, public
recognition will be noted at the BSG Business Meeting to be held in Seattle for the 2021 AAG.
We encourage more of you to apply for this funding competition.
For how to apply to next year’s competition visit
http://www.biogeographer.org/
The board position responsible for running the grant competition
will become available when my term expires after the 2021 AAG.
Look for a call for nominations during Winter 2021.
Dr. Will Flatley
University of Central Arkansas
BSG Board Member 2019-2021
Student Research Grant Competition
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2020 PhD Grant Award: Audrey Denvir (UT-Austin)
Avocados Become a Global Commodity: Consequences for Forest Carbon

Research assistants from National Autonomous University of Mexico (left) touring an avocado orchard led by the owner
(right). Pine-oak forest can be seen in the background.

My research investigates how the commodification and increasing
consumption of avocados in the global north has impacted the pineoak forest ecosystems in Michoacán, Mexico – the world’s largest
producer of avocados. I will measure and compare above and below
ground carbon stores in avocado orchards to that of neighboring
intact pine-oak forest in order to quantify carbon lost to land use
change for the expansion of avocado cultivation. This analysis will
be complimented by an analysis of satellite images that aims to
understand patterns of land use change for avocado expansion in the
past and to make projections of similar land use change in the future.
Once travel for fieldwork is deemed safe, I will travel to Michoacán
to measure carbon stores across the landscape. In the meantime, I am
working on analysis of satellite images and construction of a land
change model for Michoacán’s avocado landscape. I am conducting
my research in collaboration with scholars at the Universidad
Nacional Autonoma de Mexico campus in Morelia, Michoacán.
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2020 Masters Grant Award: Keon-Hak Lee (Seoul National Univ)
Ecological and geomorphological changes after radical coastal
management in a temperate dune

Thesis study area located in Sindu coastal dunes of South Korea

In my thesis research, I take advantage of a very unusual situation, in
which an extensive foredune area (ca. 1.2 ha) in the Sindu coastal dunes,
South Korea was completely devegetated and flattened by a bulldozer in
October 2019. I consider this cleared area a unique natural laboratory,
which has just been impacted by a severe disturbance reflecting the
occurrence of a large-scale washover event. I intend to perform a twoway comparison of disturbed and undisturbed areas, each encompassing
an along-shore and cross-shore gradient. For the comparison, I have
established a set of sampling plots, where changes in vegetation, surface
elevation, and soil conditions will be monitored in the next 12 months. I
expect that in the along-shore gradient, the disturbed foredune area
undergoes more erosion and more encroachment of invasive exotic
species than the undisturbed foredune counterpart. In the cross-shore
gradient, I will examine whether the undisturbed dune slack shows
increasing elevation over time because of sedimentation of sands from
the disturbed zone. Also, plant regeneration hotspots and coldspots at the
disturbed area are hypothesized to occur due to a variety of environmental
factors at the landscape scale. In sum, the bulldozing disturbance can be a
great chance to investigate the effects of novel forms of disturbance
events.
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2020 BSG Student Presentation Awards
Because of Covid-19, no student presentation awards were given.
We would like to acknowledge those that did offer to participate
and hope they will do so at the next AAG meeting.
For how to apply to next year’s competition visit the BSG
homepage at http://www.biogeographer.org/
Dr. Christy Briles
University of Colorado-Denver
BSG Board Member 2018–2020
Student Presentation Awards Coordinator

2020 BSG Board Elections
We welcome two new board members, Elections Organizer
Dr. Jeremy Johnson and Student Presentation Awards
Coordinator Dr. Maegen Rochner, as well as the new
graduate student representative Jackie Guz. Service as
board member is for two years, and the student
representative serves for one year. Thanks to those who ran
and those who voted!
Dr. Nina Hewitt
University of BC - Vancouver
BSG Board Member 2018–2020
Elections Organizer
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Incoming Board Member: Dr. Maegen Rochner

I am excited to introduce myself as the next Student Presentation Awards Coordinator on the BSG
Board. I look forward to working with my fellow board members and especially to supporting students.
I honestly do not feel far removed from my graduate student life, having just finished my first year as
Assistant Professor at the University of Louisville, where I have continued tree-ring research and am
working to establish a new tree-ring lab. For me, serving on the BSG Board feels like coming full
circle, as specialty group awards helped me as a grad student to hone my grant writing skills and to
finish necessary fieldwork at a site 1500 miles from my institution. Funding, presentation, sponsorship,
and networking were incredibly important to me as a graduate student, and I will, as a BSG board
member, promote continued support of students in biogeography. I want to congratulate all students
who would have competed for the presentation awards this year, and to encourage them, and other
student researchers in biogeography, to consider presentation awards and grants for AAG 2021. I hope
to be writing to you, and announcing the next award cycle, during better times this Fall 2020.
Recent publications
Rochner, M. L., Merrill, Z. A., & Smith, L. G. (2019). Dendrochronological investigation of the Knob
Creek Cabin at President Abraham Lincoln's Boyhood Home, Hodgenville, Kentucky, USA. Journal of
Archaeological Science: Reports, 25, 400-408. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2019.04.018
Vestal, J. P. R., Torreano, S. J., Rochner, M. L., & Stockton, L. J. (2019). Dendrochronological dating
of Rebel’s Rest (40FR512), Franklin County, TN, USA. Dendrochronologia, 56, 125603.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dendro.2019.05.007
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Incoming Board Member: Dr. Jeremy Johnson
Dr. Jeremy Johnson is a biogeographer and
forest landscape geneticist with broad research
interests geared towards understanding the
spatial and temporal patterns of how forests
respond to multiple threats associated with
global ecological change. He does this by
specializing in the use of geographic,
landscape ecological, and genetic tools and
theory with the goal of ensuring the long-term
survival of forests with effective conservation
interventions and management.
Dr. Johnson is an assistant professor in the
department of Environmental Studies at
Prescott College and an affiliate researcher at
the USDA Dorena Genetic Resource Center.
Prior to this, he was a postdoc in the School of
Forestry at Northern Arizona University, after completing his PhD in Biogeography at Texas A&M
University.
Dr. Johnson uses common gardens, hyperspectral remote sensing, and landscape genetics to investigate
patterns of natural genetic resistance in five-needle pines to the non-native invasive fungal pathogen
Cronartium ribicola, responsible for the disease white pine blister rust. He identifies patterns of both
quantitative and qualitative genetic resistance and then uses this information to aid in identifying spatial
patterns of resistance across the species range. In addition, he works alongside collaborators at Oregon
State University and the Dorena Genetic Resource Center to develop high throughput hyperspectral
screening approaches to test whether pre-visual detection of the disease can be achieved.
Recent publications
Sniezko RA, Johnson JS, Savin DP. 2020. Assessing the durability, stability, and usability of genetic
resistance to a non-native fungal pathogen in two pine species. Plants, People, Planet.
https://doi.org/10.1002/ppp3.49
Johnson JS, Pufal G, Cantrell S, Cosner C, Hartig F, Hastings A, Rogers H, Schupp EW, Shea K, Yu
X, Zurell D. 2019. Rapid changes in seed dispersal traits may modify plant responses to global change.
AoB Plants. https://doi.org/10.1093/aobpla/plz020
Johnson JS, Krutovsky KV, Rajora OP, Gaddis KD, Cairns DM. 2018. Advancing biogeography
through population genomics. In: Rajora OP, ed. Population Genomics: Concepts, Approaches and
Applications: Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/13836_2018_39
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Incoming BSG Graduate Student Representative: Jackie
Guz (Clark University)
As a student representative I would like to plan a
professional development panel at the AAG geared
towards graduate students. I found the topic in New
Orleans ““How to secure external funding as a
biogeographer” extremely useful. It helped me create a
plan for acquiring funding for my dissertation. I am
now able to complete field work this summer and bring
two masters and two PhD Students with me to
Colorado. Because I know how useful these panels can
be to students, I would like the opportunity to create a
panel that is equally as beneficial to other students. A
topic that has not been covered recently is “Preparing
for a job talk in Biogeography”. I would put together a
diverse panel that included students on the job market,
recently hired faculty, and tenured faculty. If you have
any BSG student-related suggestions or questions,
please let me know. I hope to be able to engage with
and help as many of you as possible over the next year!
Thanks!

Outgoing BSG Student Representatives
Our student reps planned poster sessions as well as tours of the Garden of the Gods National Natural
Landmark and Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument in southern Colorado as part of their BSG
duties. Unfortunately, Covid-19 interrupted these sponsored AAG excursions and we wish to thank
them and their faculty support for planning this event.

Nicole Zampieri
PhD Program, Florida State University

Rosemary Downing
MS Env Science, University of Colorado-Denver

Longleaf pine ecology, endangered species
conservation, plant communities, climate
change and phenology

Invasive species abundance in disturbance areas along
hiking trails in Rocky Mountain National Park
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Publications
Support geography and the journals that identify us as a discipline. Sign up for Table of Contents
alerts, either through the web site for the journal or through your library’s Web of Science access point.
Physical Geography
Progress in Physical Geography
Annals of the Association of American Geographers
Professional Geographer
Member publications
Harley, G.L., Maxwell, R.S., Black, B.A., and Bekker, M.F., 2020. A multi-century, tree-ring-derived
perspective of the North Cascades (USA) 2014–2016 snow drought. Climatic
Change: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10584-020-02719-0
Kim, D., A. C. Millington, and C. W. Lafon. 2020. Disturbance after disturbance: Combined effects of
two successive hurricanes on forest community structure. Annals of the American Association of
Geographers 110: 571–585. https://doi.org/10.1080/24694452.2019.1654844
Kim, D., A. C. Millington, and C. W. Lafon. 2019. Biotic and spatial factors potentially explain the
susceptibility of forests to direct hurricane damage. Journal of Ecology and Environment 43: 37.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s41610-019-0135-2.
Maxwell, R.S., Belmecheri, S., Taylor, A.H., Davis, K.J., and Ocheltree, T.W. 2020. Carbon isotope
ratios in tree rings respond differently to climatic variations than tree-ring width in a mesic temperate
forest. Agricultural and Forest Meteorology: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agrformet.2020.108014
Schmidt, J. 2019/ Inaccurate Cover Classification Leads to Unnecessary Loss of Pennsylvania
Palustrine Wetland Forest Structure and Functions. Wetland Science and Practice 36(1).
https://issuu.com/societyofwetlandscientists/docs/jan_2019_wsp
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Notes and News
2020 AAG Sessions
Although Covid brought many unexpected demands and decisions about travel to AAG, two
virtual sessions sponsored by the BSG went forward, as well as a poster session organized by
Stockton Maxwell and Nicole Zampieri sponsored by BSG and the Paleoenvironmental Change
Specialty Group. Parveen Chhetri and Jeremy Johnson initially had three special paper on
Vegetation Dynamics sessions scheduled for Denver. There were enough participants to run two
of them virtually. These two sessions were well attended with ~ 35-50 attendees at various points
during the talks. Here are these presentations and posters (AAG login required).
Vegetation Dynamics I: Range and Disturbances
Vegetation Dynamics II: Climate Change and Vegetation Response
All Biogeography and Paleoenvironmental Change Considered
BSG Group Annual Financial Report
As of May 2020, the BSG finances are in good order. Despite the cancellation of the physical
meeting of the AAG this year, the BSG remained active by holding virtual sessions and offering
student competitions and the James J. Parsons Distinguished Career Award. Comparing total
expenditures against the revenue generated from our membership dues and a few generous
donations, the BSG saw a net gain of $307.42 over the last twelve months. This small surplus
amount has been added to the funds remaining from prior years for future use.
Revenue
Dues received over prior twelve months (March 2019-February 2020):
Donations (Kim and Maxwell):
Total:
Expenditures
PhD Research Grant (Audrey Denvir, UT-Austin):
Masters Research Grant (Keon-Hak Lee, Seoul National University):
Parsons Award plaque (Dr. Janet Franklin, UC-Riverside):
BSG website domain fees:
Total:

$1,835.00
_$114.42
$1,949.42
($1,000.00)
($500.00)
($110.084)
__($31.16)
($1,642.00)

Any comments or questions concerning the budget may be forwarded
to:
Dr. Nathan S Gill
Texas Tech University
BSG Treasurer
nathan.gill@ttu.edu
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Submission Guidelines
Tony Stallins, Editor, The Biogeographer
Submissions to The Biogeographer should be sent directly to the editor (jast239@uky.edu) as
email attachments. Please spell-check and proofread your submissions carefully. Submissions
should be concise and written in a style consistent with the rest of the newsletter.
Notes and News Items
Notes are intended to convey topical information of interest to the BSG community. Notes
topics may include: (1) Research Notes – new projects and progress reports or general
research-related ideas and issues; (2) Field Notes – recent field work or field trips or retellings
of classic tales from the field; (3) Course Notes – news, announcements, or articles related to
teaching biogeography or pedagogical issues affecting the discipline; (4) Book Notes – book
reviews or announcements; and/or (5) Miscellaneous Notes – anything that doesn't fit in any of
the other categories.
News items can be personal, departmental, institutional, or any other biogeography-related
happenings that have occurred since the last edition of The Biogeographer. These can be
self- authored items or press releases.
Recent Publications
Only publications that have actually appeared in print or online will be listed; please do
not submit in-press items until you have page numbers or a permanent URL.

BSG Executive Board
Christy Briles, University of Colorado-Denver (Outgoing)
Rosemary Downing (Student Rep), Univ of Colorado-Denver (Outgoing)
Will Flatley, Central Arkansas University
Nathan Gill (Secretary/Treasurer), Texas Tech University
Jackie Guz (Student Rep), Clark University (Incoming)
Grant Harley, University of Idaho (Outgoing)
Nina Hewitt, University of British Columbia-Vancouver (Outgoing)
Jeremy Johnson, Prescott College (Incoming)
Daehyun Kim (Chair), Seoul National University
Stockton Maxwell, Radford University
Maegen Rochner, University of Louisville (Incoming)
Tony Stallins (Newsletter Editor and Webmaster), University of Kentucky
Nicole Zampieri (Student Rep), Florida State University (Outgoing)
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