
GEO 162  INTRO TO GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (Sections 7 - 12)  
University of Kentucky - College of Arts and Sciences

Department of Geography - Fall 2017

11:00-11:50  Tues and Thurs - Lecture 
Room 139 Chemistry-Physics Building

Home page: In Canvas and:
www.uky.edu/~jast239/courses/162/162.html

Class communication: UK Email only

Dr. J. Anthony Stallins
869 Patterson Office Tower

859-257-2138
ja.stallins@uky.edu

Office hours: Wed 1:00 - 3:00 or by appt

This course meets UK Core General Education
requirements for Global Dynamics/Citizenship

(IV).

Friday - Recitation Section Graduate Teaching Assistants

Camilo-Rey Sabogal (camilo.rey@uky.edu)
1422 Patterson Office Tower; Wed 9:00-11:00 am or by appt 
Section 8: 9:00-9:50 Rm 225 Enoch Grehan Journalism Bldg 

Section 10: 10:00-10:50 Rm 225 Enoch Grehan Journalism Bldg 
Section 11: 12:00 - 12:50 Rm 225 Enoch Grehan Journalism Bldg

Karen Kinslow (karen.kinslow@uky.edu)
818 Patterson Office Tower; Thurs 2:00-4:00 or by appt
Section 7: 9:00 - 9:50 Rm 333 Whitehall Classroom Bldg

Section 9: 10:00 - 10:50 Rm 342 Whitehall Classroom Bldg
Section 12: 12:00 - 12:50 Rm 306 Funkhouser Bldg

Course description 
This course surveys selected environmental issues prominent in the Anthropocene, the age in which human actions
play a significant role in how the Earth functions. We document problems revolving around the trade in wildlife and the
conservation of megafauna; the ongoing transformations of agriculture and food; the status of animal pollinators and
their services; overfishing and the tradeoffs of aquaculture; ecological change and zoonotic disease; and climate
change in the cryosphere. Emphasis is placed on the different political and social contexts of these global issues. Our
perspective in this course is that environmental issues are an inescapable product of life on earth. They are not likely to
be eliminated by any single or permanent response given the evolving ecologies of organisms and the dynamism
inherent to human culture. Instead, our goal is to illuminate the multifaceted ways in which current global issues and
their potential solutions can be framed and discussed.

Required materials 
There is no required textbook for the class.  However, there are required readings that will be made available online 
from the class home page. Because documentary films will be assigned regularly as part of the curriculum, students will 
be required to rent online videos when they are not free to stream. Estimated total cost for video rentals are 
approximately $50. Most of the videos can be watched through iTunes, Netflix, or Amazon. If you do not have a credit 
card to do online rentals, pay cash for an iTunes or Amazon gift card at a major retail outlet and use it to rent videos. 

Student learning outcomes/objectives 

Upon completion, students should be able to: 1) Identify and describe several prominent global environmental issues; 2)
Articulate multiple viewpoints held in these issues and the arguments that support them; 3) Describe the context leading
to the designation of these issues as global problems; 4) Review the range of solutions to these problems and obstacles
to their implementation.
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Evaluation

Tests 8 at 100 point each 800 points . 60 %

Quizzes 22 at 10 points each 220 points . 20 %

Attendance/participation 100 points . 10 %

UK Core project 100 points . 10 %

Total points 1240 100%

COURSE ACTIVITIES AND PROTOCOLS

Unit tests. There are eight unit tests during the regular semester. Test format is multiple choice. Each test will have a
portion of questions that require students to identify images, maps, graphs or any other visuals presented in lecture. 
Videos shown in class, as well as our required films and readings are all potential test material. 

Quizzes. Quizzes will be given during class meetings (lecture or recitation) or posted online. Students are to come to 
class having completed the assigned reading or viewed the assigned video listed for their date on the course webpage. 
Makeups for quizzes may be given if you have an excused absence as defined by the university and this syllabus.  I 
reserve the right to postpone all make-up work until the day the end of the semester in order to base my decision about 
make-up work on your overall pattern of attendance. 

Attendance/participation. These will be assessed on a regular basis in lecture classes as well as in the Friday 
recitation.  Points for attendance/participation will be based on your presence in class, successful completion of in-
class group work, short assignments, or oral or written responses to readings and videos. It is important to remember 
that for almost all class meetings, a grade will be recorded, either an attendance/participation grade or a quiz. Your 
attendance grade can also be lowered if participation is poor. This is often due to talking in class and excessive use 
of smartphone or a laptop to attend to tasks unrelated to the lecture and activities in the classroom. 

UK Core project. Students will work in groups of two to develop an investigative inquiry into a current global 
environmental issue. Topics must be approved by the TA. The final submission for this project consists of a Powerpoint 
file of images and text.  Students will be coached by the TA as to what comprises a suitable topic, and how the issues 
that surround it are to be described. Projects are due in Canvas not later than 5:00 pm on Friday of exam week. 
Instructions and a template will be posted online from the class home page. Additional instructions and feedback will be 
provided in your Friday recitation section. 

COURSE POLICIES

Please visit http://www.uky.edu/Ombud for more information 

Attendance: If a student has excused absences in excess of one-fifth of the class contact hours for the course, the student
shall have the right to receive a withdrawal (W), or the instructor may award an incomplete (I) for the course grade if the
student declines to receive a W. Unexcused absence can also impact your final grade. Four unexcused absences can result
in the reduction of your final grade by one letter (from an A to a B, a B to C...)
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Communication:  Communications in the classroom will be prioritized over electronic media. Responses to your emails 
will often be made in class. However, you should expect to receive emails from the instructor on a regular basis. Please 
check your UK email often.

Excused Absences. The university defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: a) illness, b)
illness or death of family member, c) University-related trips, d) major religious holidays, and e) other circumstances
found to fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the professor. Job interviews, job fairs, standardized test
administrations, family weddings, possession of airline tickets, and Greek events do not automatically qualify as
excused absences. Students with chronic medical conditions that jeopardize attendance must go through UK Disability
Services to have these absences investigated and approved. 

Verification of Absences. Students should notify the professor of absences prior to class. The instructor has the right
to request appropriate verification to document the status of an absence as excused or unexcused. Written notification
or verification must be provided within one week of the absence. Appropriate prior written notification of absences due to
university-related trips will consist of a formal letter or email sent by the faculty in charge of your travel.  

Students must contact the instructor the night before the administration of a test if they become ill and expect to be 
absent the next day. Students who contact me just before or after a test has been administered or who are absent 
unexcused on the day of the test may receive an automatic zero.  No tests will be administered once the first test has 
been completed. The instructor reserves the right to postpone makeup tests until the day of our last test. 

University Health Services (UHS) recognizes the important public health and policy reasons why a sufficiently ill student 
ought to be absent from class and also not make a visit to UHS. UHS provides in this circumstance an “Explanatory 
Statement of Absence from Class” that students may complete and submit to the Instructor to document an excused 
absence from class.  This is a UHS “Tier 1” document. The Instructor will decide whether this Tier 1 document is 
acceptable as “appropriate verification” of the student’s illness. Whether a Tier 1 excuse is acceptable will be decided in 
each individual circumstance, with the final decision also contingent upon overall attendance record for the semester. 

The UHS Tier 2 document is an email sent to the student, at the student’s request.  The email confirms that the student
made a medical visit to UHS.  In order to provide the Instructor with verification of an illness, the student will forward the
email from UHS to the Instructor of Record.  The forwarded Tier 2 email informs the faculty member that she or he may
confirm the UHS visit by emailing the identified sender of the confirming email and request that the sender verify the
authenticity of the Tier 2 email sent to the student.  Tier 2 excuses are not automatically excused absences. Whether a
Tier 2 excuse is acceptable will be decided in each individual circumstance, with the final decision also contingent upon
overall attendance record for the semester. 

The Tier 3 document emailed to students “states any applicable restrictions [on the student] based on illness or injury.” 
Such a restriction may be that the student must be absent from class for a defined number of days. Whether a Tier 3
excuse is acceptable will be decided in each individual circumstance, with the final decision also contingent upon overall
attendance record for the semester. 

Whether outside doctor or hospital notes are acceptable will be decided in each individual circumstance by the 
instructor, with the final decision also contingent upon overall attendance record for the semester. In sum, medical 
excuses do not automatically qualify as excused absences; they will be judged as based upon your overall 
attendance record. 

Academic Integrity. Per university policy, students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic records.
Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in all courses.  The minimum penalty
for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on which the offense occurred.  If the offense is considered severe or the
student has other academic offenses on their record, more serious penalties, up to suspension from the university may
be imposed.  Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct.  Each student is advised to become
familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities. 
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A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense against the charge of academic dishonesty. It is important that you
review this information as all ideas borrowed from others need to be properly credited. 

Part II of Student Rights and Responsibilities (http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html) states that all
academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is
expected to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression.  In cases where students feel unsure about
the question of plagiarism involving their own work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on the matter before
submission. When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas, organization,
wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgement of the fact, the students are guilty
of plagiarism.  Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s work, whether it be a published article, chapter of a
book, a paper from a friend or some file, or something similar to this. Plagiarism also includes the practice of employing
or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a student submits as his/her own, whoever that other person
may be.

Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work is done, it
must be done by the student, and the student alone. When a student’s assignment involves research in outside sources
of information, the student must carefully acknowledge exactly what, where and how he/she employed them.  If the
words of someone else are used, the student must put quotation marks around the passage in question and add an
appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the organization, content and phraseology
intact is plagiaristic.  However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to those ideas which are so generally and freely
circulated as to be a part of the public domain (Section 6.3.1). Please note:  Any assignment you turn in may be
submitted to an electronic database to check for plagiarism. 

Accommodations due to disability. Students with a documented disability and requesting academic accommodations
must provide the instructor with a Letter of Accommodation from the UK Disability Resource Center (DRC).  If the
student is not registered with the DRC, she or he may contact David T. Beach (dtbeac1@uky.edu).  The DRC is located
in Suite 407 of the Multidisciplinary Science Building, 725 Rose Street, 0082.  To contact the DRC by phone‚ please call
V/TDD (859) 257-2754.

Classroom behavior policies. Use of electronic devices must be discrete and respectful of all persons in the class,
including the instructor. I do not forbid the use of smart phones for non-class related communications, but if used
inordinately during class time you will be asked to conduct your business outside of the classroom.  
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Fall 2017
GEO 162 Global Environmental Issues

Dr. J. Anthony Stallins
University of Kentucky - Department of Geography

Teaching Assistants: Karen Kinslow | Camilo-Rey
Sabogal

Syllabus
Current grades by last 5 digits of UK ID

Final grade distributions in past semesters

UK Core Project:
Instructions | Powerpoint template

The Anthropocene Aug 24 Thur
Aug 25 Fri Activity: Good versus Bad Anthropocene
Aug 29 Tues
Aug 31 Thur Quiz 1 - Watermark
Sept 1 Fri Quiz 2 - Who Would Kill a Monk Seal?
Sept 5 Tues TEST 1

Constructing nature Sept 7 Thur Quiz 3 - The Cove
Sept 8 Fri Quiz 4 - Gringo Trails

Sept 12 Tues Quiz 5 - Radiolab(PBS): Galapagos
Sept 14 Thur Quiz 6 - If a Tree Falls
Sept 15 Fri Activity: Mediated nature
Sept 19 Tues TEST 2

The cultural dimensions of
wildlife

Sept 21 Thur Quiz 7 - Milking the Rhino
Sept 22 Fri
Sept 26 Tues Quiz 8 - Elephant in the Living Room
Sept 28 Thur Quiz 9 - Virunga
Sept 29 Fri Activity: Buying an exotic pet
Oct 3 Tues TEST 3

Engineering agriculture Oct 5 Thur Quiz 10 - A River Changes Course
Oct 6 Fri
Oct 10 Tues Quiz 11 - A Place at the Table
Oct 12 Thur Quiz 12 - Just Eat It

Oct 13 Fri Quiz 13 - A Race to Save the Orange by Altering
Its DNA.

Oct 17 Tues TEST 4

Pollinator declines and
ecosystem services

Oct 19 Thur
Oct 20 Fri Activity: Beekeeping start up

Oct 24 Tues Quiz 14 - Radiolab (PBS): How Do You Put a Price
Tag on Nature

Oct 26 Thur Quiz 15 - The Last Beekeeper
Oct 27 Fri Activity: Beekeeping as development
Oct 31 Tue TEST 5

The ocean as food Nov 2 Thur Quiz 16 - Tuna's End
Nov 3 Fri UK Core project preparation
Nov 7 Tues
Nov 9 Thur Quiz 17 - Sushi: The Global Catch
Nov 10 Fri
Nov 14 Tues TEST 6

Global contexts of zoonotics Nov 16 Thur
Nov 17 Fri UK Core project abstract due
Nov 21 Tues Quiz 18 - Radiolab (PBS) Patient Zero

Nov 22 -
25 Thanksgiving

Nov 28 Tues TEST 7

Climate change in the
cryosphere

Nov 30 Thur Quiz 19 - Secrets in Greenland's Ice Sheets

Dec 1 Fri
Quiz 20 - Not Your Mother's Jersey Shore
UK Core project slide drafts due (Upload to
Canvas)

Dec 5 Tues Quiz 21 - The Dutch Have Solutions to Rising Seas
Dec 7 Thur Quiz 22 - Chasing Ice
Dec 8 Fri UK Core project feedback

Exam week Dec 14 Thur

TEST 8
Test 8 covers only the material on climate change

in the cryosphere. The test will be held in the same
room but at a different time, 3:30 - 6:00 pm

Dec 15 Fri UK Core projects due in Canvas by 5:00 pm
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