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Patch - selection system -- before cut 
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Patch - selection system -- after cut 

FIGURE 11-7 
Patch-selection system combines single-tree selection method 
with cutting of fixed-area patches. This sets the stage for a new 
age class to regenerate both as groups within the patch 
openings and more uniformly dispersed across the rest of a 
stand. Simultaneous tending must regulate the space occupied 
by interspersed age classes between the patches and reduce 
crowding among members of each cohort that became 
established in previously cut patches. 

individual trees and the fixed-area patches would not exceed the total space allo­
cated to an age class. The community would have an interspersion of single trees 
of different ages but with an occasional large patch of a single cohort. 

Stands managed under this patch-selection strategy would have a high degree 
of vertical structural diversity, a limited component of small-scale horizontal 
structural diversity, and limited within-stand visibility. Habitat conditions would 
more likely resemble those in single-tree selection stands but would be inter­
rupted by scattered areas with trees of similar diameters and heights. After several 
tending treatments over time, the older patches would likely contain only three to 
four trees of fairly large size. Upon maturity, they would cover a fairly circular 
area of the optimal size for regenerating a wide array of species. The actual com­
position may depend on the proximity of a seed source for whatever species a 
landowner hopes to regenerate. 

In marking for patch-selection system, a crew would locate places with two or 
more adjacent mature or large-diameter trees, or with a cluster of trees of poor 
condition or high risk. They would use these as the center of a multitree patch. To 
make certain that each patch had the minimum requisite size, the marking crew 
might remove some smaller trees along with the mature or high-risk ones. They 


