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FIGURE 13-1 
Clearcutting removes the entire overstory (the mature trees) in one operation to establish a 
new cohort of desirable species across the site. 

The terms clearcutting method and clearcutting system identify c1earcutting as a 
reproduction method to enhance the regeneration of a new even-aged community. 
Clearcutting may also improve food resources for wild animals or increase water 
yields from a site. 

The sizes of c1earcuttings have historically differed widely from one owner­
ship to another and from one c1earcut to the next. Actual size depends on the 
objectives for its use, site conditions in different stands, and characteristics of 
different forest communities under management. The arrangements will reflect 
both ecologic and economic considerations (Matthews 1989). Yet as a reproduc­
tion method, c1earcutting removes the entire stand of trees over a considerable 
area (Ford-Robertson 1971). Placing clearcutting within the context of a silvicul­
tural system fixes that area as the space occupied by a stand (Helms 1998). 

In a technical sense, each stand has distinct ecologic and operational attributes. 
These determine the minimum amount of area that clearcutting must cover. To 
illustrate, common definitions (Soc. Am. For. 1950; Ford-Robertson 1971) iden­
tify a stand as an aggregation or community of trees occupying a specified area. 
The contiguous nature of this space facilitates record keeping and planning. 
Second, each stand has sufficient uniformity in composition, age condition, spatial 


