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A. One-cut reserve shelterwood method B. Two-cut reserve shelterwood method 
mature stand mature stand 

FIGURE 14-7 
Reserve shelterwood method creates a two-aged arrangement, leaving carefully selected 
individuals of the mature age class to grow over the new cohort. The wide spacing ensures 
adequate sunlight and other site resources to sustain a rapid development of the younger 
cohort. With a one-cut approach (A), foresters leave only widely dispersed reserve trees at 
the first entry. With a two-cut method (8), they make a normal seed cutting and then return 
a second time after the new age class becomes established. This reduces the overstory 
trees to spacing like that of the one-cut approach. The reserve trees may remain in place 
until at least half-rotation age for the younger age class or until the younger trees reach 
their maturity. 

Because the reserve trees remain exposed (fig. 14-7A) and must stay alive for 
an extended rotation, foresters select them carefully using criteria listed in nota­
tion 14-3. In most cases, they will leave the reserves at a uniform spacing to en­
sure high levels of insolation across the lower vegetation strata, except where 
some ecologic value might accrue from leaving small clusters of reserve trees 
(e.g., groups of cavity trees or snags). In some cases, they might leave scattered 
decadent trees to become snags over time or ones with broken tops that might 
serve as nesting sites for large birds. Yet even those reserve trees must have the 
potential for a reasonably long life. Also, crews must use care to avoid damaging 


