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FIGURE 14-8 
Group-shelterwood method uses small patch openings to establish or release clusters of 
advance regeneration and to stimulate seedling establishment inside adjacent edges of the 
uncut areas of a stand (A). Subsequent cuttings expand these small patch openings until 
they eventually join (8), leaving the entire area with only an even-aged cohort of young 
trees (from Schlich 1910). 

For some applications, foresters might prefer group-shelterwood method 
(fig. 14-8). For this, the seed cutting creates well-dispersed openings, each with a 
diameter not exceeding the height of adjacent trees. This improves environmental 
conditions at the ground but not as much as clearcutting. Once seedlings become 
established in the openings and under edges of the adjacent uncut parts of the 
stand, foresters remove a band or ring of additional trees around each initial patch. 
This further illuminates regeneration in the initial openings and releases adjacent 
areas having new advance regeneration. At each entry, they might also cut some 
new patches to create additional pockets of advance seedlings. Eventually, the 
openings become large enough to coalesce, leaving no mature trees within the 
stand (Hawley 1921; Ford-Robertson 1979). 

Foresters can sometimes center the original openings around pockets of ad­
vance regeneration. Side lighting from these first-cut openings will promote 


