
CHAPTER 19: THINNING REGIMES IN THE EVEN-AGED SILVICULTURAL SYSTEM 445 
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FIGURE 19-5 
Sources of added volume realized by thinning Douglas-fir stands 
in western North America (from Reukema and Bruce 1977). 
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B-level relative density). Exact differences between thinned and unmanaged stands 
vary with conditions such as site quality, species mixture, growing season length, 
and several other variables. 

Figures 19-4 and 19-5 illustrate that over long rotations, landowners can re­
cover more usable volume by periodically thinning to control stand density and 
by merchandising excess and potential mortality trees. Figure 19-5 also shows 
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