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Notat ion 17-4 d with 
Common terms that desc ribe cond itions in even-aged stands. 
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Im portant Even-Aged Stand Conditions
 
Stocking (after Soc. Am. For. 1950; Ford-Robertson 1971; Helms 1998)
 
•	 the number of trees per unit area compared with the desired number for best 

growth and manage ment 
•	 the amount of any measurable attribute on a given area, particula rly in re­

lation to what is considered optimum 
•	 a subjective indication of the numbers of trees, compared with the desired 

number for best results 
•	 the proporti on of area actuall y occupied by trees, as distinct from stand 

density 
Stand de nsity (Ford-Robertson 1971; Helms 1998) 
•	 the degree of crowding within stocked areas, using various growin g space ra­

tios based on crown length or diameter, tree height or diameter, and spacing 
•	 the numbers, basal area. or volume expressed relatively or absolutely per 

unit area 
Fully stocked stand (Soc. Am. For. 1950) 
•	 trees effectively occupy all growing space but have ample room for devel­

opment 
• synonymou s with normal stand
 
Normal stand or forest (Soc. Am. For. 1950; Ford-Robertson 197 1)
 
•	 the best-prod ucing fully stocked area for a given spec ies, site, and method 

of treatment 
•	 a forest or stand that has reached and maintains a particularly attainable 

degree of perfection relative to the objectives for management 
• a standard for comparing other stands to bring out their deficiencies 
Overstocked (Soc. Am. For. 1950) 
•	 trees occupy the growing space completely, so that growth has slowed 
• a condition where many trees are oppressed or suppressed 
Relat ive density (after Curtis 1970; Helms 1990) 
•	 stand density expressed as a proportion of some reference level 
•	 the absolute density (e.g.. basal area/acre) expressed as a percent of the 

average maximum common to stands at a similar stage of development and 
species composition 

t stands, Currently, foresters use the term relative density to describe the degree of 
nportant crowding in even-aged stands and in judging needs for thinnings and other inter­
ivoid by mediate stand treatments. A major breakthrough came with a field-expedient 
density, stocking guide (fig. 17-9A) based on easily obtained measures of stand condition s 

(Gingrich 1967; Roach and Gingrich 1968; Leak et al. 1969; Roach 1977; Rogers 


