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Sometimes it may be useful to apply shelterwood cutting in a pattern 
of expanding groups or patches. This can be done to induce patches of I
advance regeneration or to take opportunistic advantage of those that have 
arisen from thinning or natural disturbances. While there may be a certain 
appeal to the notion that such groups be expanded uniformly in all direc­ I 
tions as shown in Fig. 14-7, it would usually be more logical to advance the 
cuttings mostly in one direction and turn the patches gradually into ad­
vancing strips. The chief advantage of such a shift would be the systemati­
zation of timber harvesting and administration; the direction of progres­
sion can also be determined by the need to protect seedlings from direct 
sunlight or residual stands from wind damage. 

The little openings may become frost pockets and the question of 
whether this is undesirable depends on one's attitude about whatever 
frost-sensitive species might appear. Regeneration groups or patches are 
sometimes deliberately started in conjunction with shelterwood cutting as 
a means of enriching mixed stands with intolerant species or in giving 
slow-growing species a head start over more aggressive ones. 

Kind Areas Marked:­
of Cutting 1 I 2 I 3 I 4 

Preparatory and Seed Received Cuttings in Years as follows:-
Cuttinll; combined 

I 
0 

I 
5 

I 
10 

Removal Cutting 5 10 15 
Final Cutting 0 10 15 20 

FIGURE 14-7 Arrangement of cuttings in a stand regenerated by the 
group-shelterwood method. Advance reproduction was present before 
cutting on areas marked 1. 
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