Journal Questions – Set #3
· Respond to the following passage from page 13,

“As academics, we have the impulse to contest every claim and statistic in the 850 pages of The Bell Curve.

· Using information from page 14, what does explained variance mean? 

· Reflecting on Chapter 1, compare and contrast the idea of ‘Burden of Proof’ with Hypothesis testing. 

· Explain the Lewis Carol passage on page 22 in the context of operationalization. Then, provide an example of operationalizing ‘ability’.

· Reject or Support: page 26, "there is 'a general capacity for inferring and applying relationships drawn from experience,' which is synonymous with a 'person's capacity for complex mental work'.
· Using information from Chapter 2, define validity and predictive validity.

· Reviewing the diagrams on page 36, which figurative model do you support? Defend.

· Reflecting on your testing experiences, how important is the question – What does the test measure? Explain.
· With emphasis on Chapter 3, what do you feel the AFQT measures?
· What is correlation? Discuss the table of correlations presented on page 60. Does correlation imply causation? Explain. 

· Considering Chapter 4, discuss reliability in context of the AFQT.

· Reflet on the discussion in Chapter 4, what does it mean to "control" or "hold constant" attributes of the individual?

· Describe Figure 5.1 on page 107 to a general audience.

· What is the median? How is it similar and different to the mean?

· Respond to, "America's level of inequality is by design. It is not given by nature, no by the distribution of its people's talents, nor by the demands of a 'natural' market"   (page 125).

· Using your readings as a basis, how would you respond to the question – Do Schools Matter? What did the Coleman report argue?

· Discuss Figure 7.2 on page 164. Does it support or rebut your opinion of tracking? Explain.

· Consider the passage 'Smarts on the Street on page 187. Does this carry over into the community and technical college setting? How [or why not]?

· Consider Chapter 8; is there a difference between segregation and isolation? Explain.

· Respond to the parallel story on page 200. What do you feel is the take-away point?
· How do you feel social structure influences evaluation and assessment? Explain.
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