Pulling Data Into Winsteps Code

The data example is called SampleDataForCode. It is a self assessment for Spanish students regarding how confident they feel about using various grammatical tenses in conversation. They rate themselves on a Likert-type scale as feeling 5 (Very Confident) to 1 (Very unconfident).  The Person Labels are listed in column 1, and the ratings for each item follow. The first row lists the item names (grammatical tense.)  
Getting Data “Winsteps-Ready”

1) It’s a good idea to start by creating a new data sheet (so you have an original for reference)
a. Select Insert ( Worksheet.
b. Return to original worksheet. Copy data from original worksheet and paste into new.

c. Name this worksheet something like “Data for Winsteps”

2) Create a data file with person labels and item scores only.
a. First, create a new worksheet for your item names

i. Select Insert ( Worksheet (name this sheet “Item Names”)

b. Return to “Data for Winsteps” worksheet and cut the row of item names

c. Paste these item names into “Item Names” worksheet.
i. You might want to select “Paste Special,” then check the box next to “Transpose.” This will paste your item names in one column, and make it easy to pull these names into your Winsteps code.

d. In the “Data for Winsteps” sheet, insert a column between the person labels and item ratings. This will make it easier to tell where person labels stop and items begin. 

3) Resize all columns so they are the width of your longest item. 

a. In the “Data for Winsteps” worksheet, highlight all columns.

b. Place your cursor to the upper right of your last item (just above the item rating) and double click your left mouse button. The worksheet should reduce to remove all extra space in the worksheet, and display only the ratings.

4) Save entire worksheet (Select Save As, and save it in a place you can locate it later with Save In)
5) Now you will save only the data for the Winsteps code.

a. Go to the “Data for Winsteps” worksheet.
b. Select Save As.  Make sure you specify where you want the file saved (with Save in:) 

c. In the Save as box, go to Save as Type and change this to Formatted Text (Space delimited).
d. You will get a message warning you that your file does not support workbooks that contain multiple sheets. Click OK.

e. You will get message asking if it is okay that some of your file may contain features that are not compatible with this format. Click Yes. 
f. The data are now ready to pull into Winsteps code.
6) Make sure your data are saved such that you can open the file in Notepad.
a. Open the Notepad program.
b. Select File ( Open ( Look in where you saved your file, and change Files of Type to All files. Your file is saved as a .prn file. Select your file and click Open.
c. This file should should look something like
21191 4444244444344

21243 4221122211111

21250 3212224444451

21266 4434235544321

21280 5445442344344

21308 2112225533151

21349 5324224422221

21360 5223351134421

21385 4444444554333

Moving to Winsteps Code
1. Select a Winsteps code that reflects your data. For this example, Liking for Science is similar.

2. Save the example file with a name that represents your work.

3. Select, Cut and Paste your data from Notepad over the data in the example.
4. Then Select, Cut and Paste your item names in Excel over the item names in the example.

5. Finally, be sure to change the code in the example to reflect your work! 

NI    = 25  ; change this to reflect how many items YOU have 
ITEM1 = 1   ; Where do your responses start? Note the column

NAME1 = 28  ; Where do your person-labels start? Note the column

ITEM  = ACT ; what are your items are called?

PERSON= KID ; what are your persons called?

CODES = 012 ; What are valid response codes (ratings) for your work?

CLFILE=*    ; label the response categories for your instrument
0 Dislike   ; What are the names of the response for your instrument?
1 Neutral

2 Like

*           
