EPE 773 Journal Week 8
Scenario: You are presenting a study at a round table presentation at a conference, and a participant asks you to explain the underpinnings of Rasch measurement as it applies to rating scale analysis. In a few sentences, write how you might respond. (Base your answer on the readings in chapters 3 and 4, but use simple, everyday language in your explanation and be very brief.)
Example 9 (exam9.txt) is a 20 item test.  Items 1, 2 are dichotomous items, coded "Y", "N".  Item 3 is a "Partial Credit" item. Items 4-10 are all ratings on one Andrich scale or test-level partial-credit scale (Grouping 1), and items 11-20 are all ratings on another Andrich scale or test-level partial-credit scale (Grouping 2). These are grouped with ISGROUPS=. Winsteps discovers from the data what the item structure is. Items 3-20 have response codes "A", "B", "C", "D", "E" or "a", "b", "c", "d", "e".
1. Print the Control File (Edit ( Edit Control File).  There are multiple types of items in this example. List the codes used to specify:

a. which items are dichotomous: ________________________
b. which items are polytomous: _________________________ 

2. Explain what “IVALUEA=**1234512345” means. Note why “12345” is listed twice.
In Example 12, 35 arthritis patients have been through rehabilitation therapy.  Their admission to therapy and discharge from therapy measures are to be compared.  They have been rated on the 13 mobility items of the Functional Independence Measure (FIM™).  Each item has seven levels.  A prime concern is to measure the change of patient disability from admission to discharge. To do this, the measuring instrument must function in the same way at both times. Rasch estimates are constructed to be as sample-independent as is statistically possible, but you must still check on the comparability of measures across analyses. 
For example 12, three files are important: 


exam12.txt (this is a generic control file; no data have been entered)


exam12lo.txt (these are the data on the ratings prior to rehabilitation therapy)


exam12hi.txt (these are the data from the ratings after rehabilitation therapy)
1. How might you check the comparability of the measures across analyses?
