EPE 773 Journal Week 7
Example 8 is a 4-item test in which each item has a 9-level scoring rubric. The researcher suspects that there are not really 9 levels of competence. After several WINSTEPS analyses, he chooses to recode the rating scale or partial credit items by collapsing categories in order to increase measurement effectiveness (separation) and increase parameter stability. 

· What does it mean to “increase separation”? 
· How is separation related to reliability? You may want to consult Rasch Measurement Transactions, starting with www.rasch.org/rmt/rmt94n.htm
· Some object to collapsing categories because they claim this violates the Rasch model. 
· What are some of the disadvantages to collapsing categories? 
· What are some of the advantages to collapsing?

· In the original analysis there were 9 categories. 
· How many categories are used in this analysis?  
· How did the researcher specify this change in the Winsteps code?
