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 The course will examine the theory and practice of international human rights, discussing  deciphering what international human rights  are; how these abstract principles can be realized in practice, and what role international and regional institutions, non-governmental actors (NGOs, MNCs, and individuals), play in the process.  We will use intensive case studies to examine a variety of specific issues, including racial discrimination, gender and age discrimination, war crimes, and genocide in a number of different countries.   

Books to be Purchased:

1.  Forsythe, David P.  Human Rights in International Relations.  2nd ed.  Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 200, 2006..

2.  Kennedy, David.  The Dark Side of Virtue.  Reassessing International  Humanitarianism.  Princeton: Princeton Univ. of Press, 2004.

3.  Mertus, Julie A., Bait and Switch.  Human Rights and U.S. Foreign Policy.  New York: Routledge, 2004.

4.  Power, Samantha.  "A Problem From Hell"  America and the Age of Genocide.  New York: Harper Perennial, 2002.      

3.  Cases: Students will need to purchase cases on-line from Pew Case Studies in International Affairs.   You go to website  GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ www.guisd.org.  You need to pay with a credit card and the cases will be sent to your e-mail address.  ($3.50 a case)

1.  MacCuish, Donald and Tom Ruby, “The International Criminal Court: Could American Military Officers Be Tried in The Hague?”   Pew Case Studies Case 270. 

3.  Manby, Bronwen, “Shell in Nigeria: Corporate Social Responsibility and the Ogoni Crisis,” Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs Case Studies Case 520.   

Assignments:





1.  Exam at the end of approximately 6 weeks. (20%).

2.  Assignments on cases and material in class.  (30%;  10% each)


a. One movie review written from the selected movie category.  The movies are available at local video 
stores.  The 2-3 page paper should discuss the human rights issues in the movie.  


b.  Choose two of the assignments starred on the syllabus.  Due at the appropriate time on the syllabus.  
Each assignment is worth 10%.  You are required to read all of the readings in the * assignments and


come to class prepared to discuss the material.     

3.  Research Paper on a human rights topic of your selection.  Topic must be approved in advanced.  The paper should be based on research, including Law library journals (Index to Legal Periodicals,)  articles, and books from the Young Library, as well as web-based resources.  This is a formal research paper (about 15 pages).  You may use either in-text citations, footnotes, or endnotes.  But you need to follow one of the approved styles—Univ. of Chicago, MLA, etc.  The paper is due on  Monday, November 20 by  4pm.       

5.  Final Exam. (25%)    

I.  Introduction to Human Rights


1.  Historical Origins


Read:  Paul Gordon Lauren, The Evolution of International Human Rights.  Visions Seen.


(Philadelphia: Univ. of Pennsylvania Press, 2003).  Chapts 1,2  

       
Forsythe Human Rights in International Relations  Chapts 1, 2 


Mertus  Bait and Switch Chapt 1


Power  "A Problem From Hell  Chapts 1-4                


2.  Human Rights and International Relations Theory


Forsythe Human Rights in International Relations, Chapt 9

II.  Actors in Global and Regional Human Rights Issues

1.  The United Nations Institutions
              Read:   Forsythe Human Rights in International Relations, Chapt 3


Read:  Kennedy  The Dark Side of Virtue, Chapt 7


2.  Regional Institutions

               Read: Forsythe Human Rights in International Relations Chapt  5


Read:  Jack Donnelly, Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice  2nd ed. (Ithaca: Cornell Univ. Press, 

2003) Chapt 7


Read:  Kennedy, The Dark Side of Virtue,  Chapt  6


Visit website of the European Court of Human Rights.  Familiarize yourself with the

                      procedures of the court.     GOTOBUTTON BM_5_ Www.echr.coe.int/

3. Non-governmental Organizations

              Read: Forsythe Human Rights in International Relations, Chapt 7


Read:  Mertus  Bait and Switch, Chapt 4

* Choose two human rights NGO, including one of the larger ones (Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, International Committee of the Red Cross, Freedom House).  Go to the organization’s website.  Write a short paper based on the information from the site.  What are the organization’s major issues of concern?  What techniques does the organization use to further its objectives? (3-4 pages)  


4.    Transnational Corporations

              Read: Forsythe Human Rights in International Relations Chapt 8

 GOTOBUTTON BM_7_ 
*  Read:   Manby  “Shell in Nigeria: Corporate Social Responsibility and the Ogoni Crisis,” Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs Case Studies Case 520.  Respond to one or more of the 

questions at the end of the case (3-4 pages) 


5.  Individuals  

Read:  Kennedy, The Dark Sides of Virtue, Chapts 2,3

             In Class Video: “Las Madres: The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo” (Young AV)

             Selected Movie Review   “Gandhi” 


6.  The Key Role of States


Read: Forsythe Human Rights in International Relations Chapt 6


Read:  Mertus  Bait and Switch, Chapts 2,3, 5                


Read:  Kennedy, The Dark Side of Virtue, Chapt 4

Selected Movie Review “The Official Story

III.   Human Rights Issues
A. Racial Discrimination

              Read:  Paul Gordon Lauren, Power and Prejudice.  The Politics of Diplomacy and Racial


Discrimination (Boulder: Westview Press, 1988), Chapts 1,2

 Selected Movie Review: “Cry of the Beloved Country”

                                                       “Rabbit Proof Fence”




            "Schindler's List"


B.  Use of Force


Read:  Kennedy, The Dark Side of Virtue, Chapt 8


Selected Movie Review:  "Black Hawk Down"



1.  Genocide 

              Read:  Power "A Problem from Hell"  Chapts 5-12

             

 Selected Movie Review: “The Killing Fields






"Hotel Rwanda"



2.  Terrorism

* Go to website:  GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ http://oz.uc.edu/thro/.  Read the case “ Prime Minister Rao’s Dilemma:  Terrorism and Human Rights in India.”  Answer in writing  the three key questions posed at end of the case.  Turn in the assigned (typed) (ca. 3-4 pages)  and come to class prepared to discuss the issues.

Selected Movie Review: “Battle of Algiers”

        




"In the Name of the Father"



 3.  War Crimes



Read:  TBA

In Class Video: “Remember My Lai” (60 min.)   

   


         "The Torture Class" shown out of class  (120 minutes)

   
B.   Protected Groups of Individuals  

1.  Women:  Trafficking, Violence Against Women 

*Go to website: http://oz.uc.edu/thro/.  Read the case "Shah Bono: Muslim Women's Rights"   

              

Write  a memo advising Prime Minister Gandhi on what he should do.  Come to class 



prepared to discuss the case.

           

In Class Video: “Afghanistan:  Under the Veil” (60 min.)

           

Selected Movie Review “The Magdalene Sisters” 





           "Osama"

2.  Children: As Labor  and  As Soldiers

Read:  Michael Nielson, "The Politics of Corporate Responsibility and Child Labour in the 


Bangladeshi Garment Industry," International Affairs 81,3 (2005), 559-580. 


(on-line UK lib.)









 In Class Video: “The Carpet Slaves: Stolen Children of India” (60 min.)

                                     “Child Soldiers: Invisible Combatants” (30 min.)

IV.   Addressing Human Rights Violations–Seeking Justice: The Issues

A.  International Criminal Courts

              Read: Forsythe  Human Rights in International Relations,  Chapt 4 

Read:  Power  "A Problem From Hell"  Chapt 13, 14    

* Read:  MacCuish and Ruby, “The International Criminal Court: Could American Military Officers Be Tried in The Hague?”   Pew Case Studies Case 270.  Write a three page paper defending one position of the case. 


 In Class Video:   “Judgment at Nuremberg” (45 min.)


B.  Truth Commissions          

               Read:  Tim Kelsall, "Truth, Lies, Ritual: Preliminary Reflections on the Truth and Reconciliation



Commission in Sierra Leone," Human Rights Quarterly 27 (2005), 361-391. (Project Muse UK)


Visit web site:   Truth Commissions Digital Collection, U.S. Institute of Peace ( GOTOBUTTON BM_;_ www.usip.org/library/truth.html)
V.  The Dilemmas of Human Rights and Humanitarianism

Read:  Kennedy, The Dark Side of Virtue, Chapts 1, 9

