                                                                                                                                      Karen Mingst                                                         kmingst@uky.edu
Class:  MWF 9am, CB 233                                   257-7043  

Office Hrs:  M 1-3; Wed. 12-2pm;  or by appointment                                                                                    

POT 441

                            POLITICS OF SUB‑SAHARAN AFRICA
                                              PS 417G        

Our central purpose is to seek understanding of the dynamics of political change in independent Africa.  To achieve this goal, we will study the historical roots of change, the present day bases of political conflict, and the institutional mechanisms designed to manage political conflict at the domestic level.  The examination of the international dimensions of change in African politics will focus on the role of the non‑African states in specific regions and on cooperation among the African states with particular emphasis on changes in the post Cold War era.  Of special importance is an examination of the relative role of internal and external factors in shaping African political development.

Schraeder, Peter J. African Politics and Society.  A Mosaic in Transformation.  2nd ed.   Thomson Learning, 2004. 

Harbeson, John and  Donald Rothchild.  Africa in World Politics: Reforming the World Order.  4th ed.  Boulder:  Westview 2008.  

Wrong, Michela.  In the Footsteps of Mr. Kurtz.  Living on the Brink of Disaster in Mobutu’s Congo.  New York: Perennial, 2002.

Beah, Ishmael.  A Long Way Gone. Memoirs of a Boy Soldier.  NY:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux,  2007  (also in paperback).  

RESERVE READINGS:  

Your Ereserves URL: http://lib.uky.edu/Ereserves/yomips417g/mips417g.html
Do a Course Reserve Search in InfoKat http://infokat.uky.edu by highlighting the relevant course number (PS 417) or the instructor’s name (MINGST – PS 417G) and clicking on <Search>. Choose the record that says <ELECTRONIC RESERVE READINGS FOR MINGST: PS 417G> Click on <CLICK HERE TO ACCESS ELECTRONIC RESERVES> Enter the user name exactly as it appears here: mips417 .  Enter the password exactly as it appears here: Survey417 . Click on the reading you wish to view If you are using Internet Explorer, you may also be prompted for a Domain. You can leave this box blank. 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

1.   First examination, 20% of grade.  In‑class written exam, given after IIIA on syllabus.  Every exam will contain short answer, essay, and a map section.

2.   Second examination, 20% of grade.  In‑class written exam given after IIIC. 

3.   Journal, 20% of grade.  Each student will be required to write about an event or story about Africa on a weekly basis.  You are to select a topic or a particular country and organize your selections around a particular theme for the entire semester.  Your writing will summarize articles appearing in such newspapers as The New York Times (www.nyt.com), The Washington Post (www.washingtonpost.com) The Christian Science Monitor, or in non-American news sources, including The Economist, or publications/ newspapers from Africa available on the World Wide Web.  Local paper reports or articles in the weekly news magazines are not acceptable.   Websites which may be consulted include Africa Online (www.africanews.org,  All Africa (www.allafrica.com,  The Independent (www.iol.co.za), or others.    The journal will be collected periodically for grading and a final journal will be due the last regularly scheduled day of class.  

Graduate students taking the course will be required to write a research paper in place of the journal.

4.  Class assignments , 20% of grade.  Includes both assigned in advance and other activities.   
5.   The last examination, 20% of grade.  The exam will only cover the material in the Section IV of  the syllabus.  

6.  Extra credit will be given for attendance (and written notes) from lectures or seminars held on campus about African related topics.  Such events will be announced during the semester and students are strongly encouraged to attend.  

I.   INTRODUCTION:  THE SETTING:  APPROACHES TO STUDYING AFRICA

Schraeder, Chapt 1, 13, 14

Assignment:  Find five useful Websites relevant to the study of African politics, one for each of Africa’s major regions.  Write a paragraph summarizing the kind of information found on the site.  Bring to class three copies of this information to be exchanged with class members

II.  INFLUENCES FROM THE PAST ‑ Special attention to political and economic forms of traditional societies and the affect of values and culture on these institutions.

   A.  Traditional Societies

    Schraeder, Chapt 2

    B.  Colonialism

       Schraeder, Chapts  3, 4

       Young “The Heritage of Colonialsm” in Africa in World Politics, Chapt 2

       Kurtz, In the Footsteps of Mr. Kurtz, Chapts 2, 3  (pp. 35-85) 

       Video  "The Africans:  Tools of Exploitation"

III. DOMESTIC AFRICAN POLITICS

   A.  The Basis of Political Conflict: Ethnicity, Class, Race, Gender, Religion


       Schraeder, Chapt 5

       Barkan, Joel D., “Will the Kenyan Settlement Hold?”  Current History (April 2008),                 

       147-153.

     Videos: 


“Moving On :  The Hunger for Land in Zimbabwe" (60 min.) 

“Zimbabwe 2006”  Frontline   (30 min. )

Africa  Common Ground no. 12:   “Eritrea: Three Generations of Women; Three Generations of Struggle”  (10-15 min.)

Africa  Common Ground No. 12 : “ Kenya: Democracy or Disruption—Wangari Maathai and Green Belt”  (10-15 min.) 

FIRST EXAM

   B.  The Political Process--Managing Political Conflict


Schraeder, Chapt 8


 1.  Through Ideology


 2. Through the Military 



Schraeder , Chapt 9


 3. Key Role of Leaders  

Wrong, In the Footsteps of Mr. Kurtz , Chapts  1, 4-14

Assignment:  Address one of the following topics in Wrong’s book.  Write an analysis of this topic suitable for publication in an African news magazine.  1) Political techniques of Mobutu’s rule; 2)  Economic policies during Mobutu era; 3) Personality characteristics of Mobutu;  4) Corruption in the Mobutu regime;  5)  Responsibility for the chaos—Mobutu, the masses, international actors.  (5 typed pages)


4. Political Parties and Democratization 

         

Schraeder,  Chapts  10

Harbeson, “Democratization and Africa’s Weak States” in Africa in World   Politics, Chapt 5

Videos: Africa Common Ground no. 5  “Uganda; No Party Democracy?”l  “Liberia 2008”  (60 min.)   


5.  The Case of South Africa

Visit the website http://overcomingapartheid.msu.edu/listunits.php.  Read material in Chapter 6 “Birth of Democracy”;  Chapter 7 “Truth and Reconciliation Commission”, and Chapter 8 “Building Democracy After Apartheid”  

   C. The Politics of Economic Development

         
Schraeder, Chapt 6

Callaghy, “Africa and the World Political Economy” in Africa in World Politics 

 
Whiteside and Parikh, “The AIDS Crisis,” in Africa in World Politics, Chapt 7
Parkhurst, Justin O. “The Response to HIV/ AIDS and the Construction of National legitimacy: Lessons from Uganda,” Development and Change 36 (3) (2005),  571-590

          Videos:   

                   “Ghana:  Facing Hardships in Sub‑Saharan Africa" 

 

                   “ The IMF:  Uganda:  A Different Drummer”


Special Case of the Petro-States

SECOND EXAM
IV.  THE INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION OF AFRICAN  POLITICS

     A.   Foreign Relations Among Independent African States

          Schraeder, Chapt 11

          Zartman, “Inter-African Negotiations and Reforming Political Order,” in 


Africa in World Politics  Chapt 9

     B.  Wars and Civil Conflict  in Africa

A View from the Ground

       Beah, A Long Way Gone.  (whole book)

Assignment:  Write a review of Beah’s book suitable for publication in an African newspaper (3 pages typed)

Rwanda  

Video:  “Triumph of Evil: UN and Rwanda Genocide” (55 min.)

           Democratic Republic of the Congo    

Young, Crawford, “The Heart of the African Conflict Zone: Democratization, Ethnicity, Civil Conflict, and the Great Lakes 

Crisis,”  Annual Review of Political Science 9 (2006), 301-28. 

Autesserre, Severine, “The Trouble with Congo: How Local Disputes

Fuel Regional Conflict,” Foreign Affairs 87 no. 3 (May/June 2008), 94-110. 

           Darfur,  Sudan, and the Horn

                      Video:  “Darfur ( 2007)  (55 min.)



Natsios, Andrew S., “Beyond Darfur: Sudan’s Slide Toward Civil War,”



Foreign Affairs 87 no. 3 (May/June 2008), 77-93.



Prendergast, John and Colin Thomas-Jensen, “Blowing the Horn,”



Foreign Affairs 86 no. 2  (March/April 2007), 59-74.

     B.  Other States in Africa   

1. United States

Rothchild “U.S. Role in Promoting Peaceful African Relations” in

Africa in World Politics Chapt 10

Lyman, “The War on Terrorism in Africa” in Africa in World Politics, Chapt 11  

Berschinski, Robert G. “AFRICOM’s Dilemma: The ‘Global War on Terrorism,” ‘Capacity Building,” Humanitarianism, and the Future of U.S. Security Policy in Africa.  U.S. Army War College.  Available at 

www.StrategicStudiesInstitute.army.mil  (Search under publications)  

2.    China

Tull “China’s Engagement in Africa” in Africa in World Politics, Chapt 13  

3.   Europe

Khadiagala, “Euro-African Relations in the Age of Maturity”  in Africa in World Politics, Chapt  12

     C.  Africa in World Politics

Reno, “The Privatization of Africa’s International Relations,” in Africa in World Politics, Chapt 8

Deng, “Reconciling Sovereignty with Responsibility,” in Africa in World Politics, Chapt 14 

          Schraeder, Chapt 12

THIRD EXAM
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