                          INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

                                   (PS 436G)

                                   Fall 2008

Karen Mingst; 455 POT

257-7043; kmingst@uky.edu 

Class meets  MWF 11am , DH353   

OfficeHours:  M1-3; Wed. 12-2 and by appointment                                 

This course is designed to enable the participants to better understand and assess the evolution of international organizations as approaches for solving global problems.  Toward such ends, participants will acquire knowledge about 1) historical trends in the growth and evolution of international organizations, 2) alternative theoretical perspectives; 3) the structure and process of decision making in international organizations, with a special emphasis on the United Nations system 4) activities of these organizations in substantive issue areas, with a particular interest on peace and security, international development,   human rights, the environment, and science and technology. 

Books to Purchase
Mingst, Karen A. and Margaret Karns.  The United Nations in the 21st Century (3rd ed.)  Boulder: Westview, 2006.

Malone, David M.  The International Struggle Over Iraq.  Politics in the UN Security Council 1980-2005.  Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 2006.

.     

Barnett, Michael.  Eyewitness to a Genocide.  The United Nations and Rwanda.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2002.

Jolly, Richard, Louis Emmerij, and Thomas G. Weiss.  The Power of UN Ideas. Lessons from the First 60 Years.  NY:  UN Intellectual History Project, May 2005. Available free from www.unhistory.org/UNIdeas.pdf
 RESERVES E-reserves URL: http://lib.uky.edu/Ereserves/yomips436g/mips436g.html
Course Reserve Search in InfoKat http://infokat.uky.edu by highlighting the relevant course number (PS 436G) or the instructor’s name (MINGST - PS 436G) and clicking on <Search>.   Choose the record that says <ELECTRONIC RESERVE READINGS FOR MINGST: PS 436G>    Click on <CLICK HERE TO ACCESS ELECTRONIC RESERVES> .  Enter the user name exactly as it appears here: mips436 Enter the password exactly as it appears here: Inter0rg (Please note: The “0” is a zero.)   Click on the reading you wish to view . If you are using Internet Explorer, you may also be prompted for a Domain. You can leave this box blank. 

Grading and Assignments
1.  20% class examination at approximately 6 weeks. The examination will consist of essay and short answer questions.  

* Make‑up exams will not be given unless you provide me with a reasonable and verifiable excuse (medical note/funeral).  In such cases, you must inform me in advance of your expected absence.  

2.  30%.  Three written assignments marked on the syllabus with a *. Each assignment is worth 10% of your grade.    

3.  20%.  IOs in brief. Choose a specific specialized international organization or programme under the UN system, as listed on the syllabus.  Prepare a ten page essay on a specific organization, using both the internet and other research.. Essays should focus on the following:  Who created it, when and why? Does it still do what it was designed to do? What tools of influence does the IO have? What are the major limitations on its effectiveness? What are the hot issues on its agenda at the moment?  Students are responsible for turning in the paper at the time when the topic is discussed. Students need to be prepared to present the paper to the class. They may be panels convened around a group of related organizations.    

4. 30% final comprehensive examination during the regularly scheduled period.  

                          COURSE OUTLINE

I.  International Organizations ‑ An Introduction 

*Assignment:  Class is divided into three sections.  Examination of three international crises:  Earthquake in Kashmir (2005);  Famine in the Horn of Africa (2008); typhoon in Mynamar (2008). Each student will research and write a three-five page report on what various international agencies have done during  these crises (10%). 

Mingst and Karns, Chapt 1

II  Historical Evolution

Mingst and Karns, Chapt 2. Esp pp. 17-21

III. International Relations Theory and International Organizations

1.Snyder, Jack, “One World, Rival Theories,” Foreign Policy (Nov./ Dec. 2004), 53-62. (e-reserve)

2.Melian Dialogue—distributed to class

3.Mearsheimer, John J. (The False Promise of International Institutions,( International Security 19 no. 3 (Winter 1994/95), 5-49. (e-reserve) 

4.Barnett, Michael and Martha Finnemore (2004)  Rules for the World. International Organizations in Global Politics.  Chapt 2, pp. 16-44. (JZ4850.B372004 book on reserve)      

5.  Cronin, Bruce, “The Two Faces of the United Nations: The Tension Between Intergovernmentalism and Transnationalism,” Global Governance 8 no. 1 (Jan.-March 2002), 53-71 (e-reserve)

                   The United Nations

I. The Political Process in the UN

Mingst and Karns, Chapts  2-3

A.The Principal UN Organs 
1.Voeten, Erik, “The Political Origins of the UN Security Council’s Ability to  Legitimize the Use of Force,” International Organization 59 (Summer 2005), 527-557.  (X-reserve)  

2.  Chesterman, Simon, ed. Secretary or General? The UN Secretary-General in World Politics.  Articles by Brian Urquhart, “The Evolution of the Secretary-General,” (pp. 15-32) and Simon Chesterman and Thomas Franck, Resolving the Contradictions of the Office,” (pp. 232-239). (e-reserve)   

Video:   (Kofi Annan: Center of the Storm( (90 min., selected)

3.  Smith, Courtney B. Politics and Process at the United Nations. Chapt 6 “Formal Arenas: The Structures of Decisionmaking,” pp. 141-186. (book on reserve: JZ4984.5 S65 2006).  , 

B. Actors at the UN:  NGOs, States, Coalitions

C.  Relationship with Regional Organizations

D.  The Specialized UN Agencies and the UN System

II.  The UN System and Peace and Security

Mingst and Karns, Chapt 4

Video:  “Blue Helmets” (90 min., selected) Historical Development

         “Somali: Blackhawk Down” (2001) (55 min.)    

Case Study of Rwanda and the UN

Barnett, Eyewitness to Genocide, whole book         

Video:  “Triumph of Evil: UN and Rwanda Genocide”

Case Study of Iraq and the UN 

Malone, The International Struggle over Iraq, whole book

Videos:  Excerpts from two videos:  “Gulf War”and “Understanding Iraq”       

Case Study of Darfur

Natsios, Andrew S. “Beyond Darfur: Sudan’s Slide Toward Civil War,” Foreign Affairs, 87 no. 3 (May/ June 2008), 77-93.  

Video:  Excerpts from two videos:  “Darfur (2007) and “Heart of Darfur” (2008)  

The Debate Over Humanitarian Intervention

*Assignment:  Students will read following articles. Write a paper taking a policy position on humanitarian intervention (3-4 pages) (10%).

1.MacFarlane, S. Neil, Carolin J. Thieling, and Thomas G. Weiss, “The Responsibility to Protect: is anyone interested in humanitarian intervention?” Third World Quarterly 25 no. 5 (2004), 977-992. (e-reserve)

2.Ayoob, Mohammed, “Humanitarian Intervention and State Sovereignty,” The International Journal of Human Rights 6 no. 1 (Spring 2002), 81-102. (e-reserve) 

3.Kuperman, Alan J., “Mitigating the Moral Hazard of Humanitarian Intervention: Lessons from Economics,” Global Governance 14 no. 2 (April-June 2008), 219-240 (e-reserve)

III.  The UN and the Economy
Mingst and Karns, Chapt 5

Jolly, Emmerij, and Weiss, The Power of UN Ideas, pp. 1-59

Hand-out:  Different development indexes

The International Financial Institutions

*Assignment:  Visit UN websites:  

Millennium Development Goals (www.un.org/millenniumgoals.org

      Global Compact (www.unglobalcompact.org)

Select one of the websites and write a 3 page paper discussing how the program has been operationalized in practice. Is the program working? What are its strengths and weaknesses? 

IO’s in Brief:


UN Commission on Sustainable Development

Food and Agriculture Organization

UNCTAD (UN Conference on Trade and Development)

World Food Programme

UN Industrial Development Organization

IV.  The UN and Human Rights

Mingst and Karns, Chapt 6   

Mertus, Julie A., The United Nations and Human Rights. A Guide for a New Era.

Chapter 4 “UN Treaty Bodies,” pp. 80-114. (book on Reserve: JC571 M4447 2005)) 

IO’s in Brief:


UN High Commission for Refugees


International Labour Organization


UNICEF  (UN Children’s Fund)


UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)


International Criminal Court

V.  The UN and the Human Security: Includes Environment and Health 

Mingst and  Karns, Chapt 7

IO’s in Brief


UN Environmental Programme


Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change


UN Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change


Global Environmental Facility


World Health Organization


UNAIDS


UNESCO (UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization)  

VI..  The UN and Science/ Technology


IOs in Brief:


  UNESCO (UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  


  International Telecommunications Union 

  International Civil Aviation Organization


  International Maritime Organization


  World Intellectual Property Organization

        World Meteorological Organization      

VI.  Reform and the UN System

1.Mingst and Karns, Chapt 8

2. Luck, Edward C. “How Not to Reform the United Nations,” Global Governance 11 no. 4 (Oct.-Dec. 2005), 407-414 (e- reserve)

3. Laipson, Ellen, “The United Nations in 2015: Some Alternative Futures,” Stimson Center Workshop Summary, Aug. 2006).  Available free www.stimson.org/swa/pdf/UNworkshopsummaryfinal.pdf  (pp.1-10 only)

      .

