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Abstract 

 
Kentucky has many grassroots environmental organizations, operating at different 
geographic scales and goals that vary from the local to the national. The rise of the 
Internet, a more sophisticated understanding of marketing and publicity, acceptance of 
the concept of bioregions, and a critical sense of the need to cooperate, are causing these 
groups to be able to work more closely together.  
 
A brief survey of these groups is provided, with an example of the recent fight to save the 
state’s Environmental Quality Commission as an indication of inter-group teamwork. 
 
The Kentucky organizations working to protect our water quality and waterways are good 
examples of differing scales and common agendas. There are over 3000 grassroots and 
elite water and waterways protection groups nationwide, and a look at three Kentucky 
groups is provided, representative of the concerns of the larger community:  
 

1. KEEP (Karst Environmental Education & Protection), focused on the future 
development of land near Mammoth Cave National Park that would impact 
subterranean and surface waterways, and on karst advocacy regionally 
(www.stoptranspark.org) 

2. The Watershed Council concept: creating numerous watershed stakeholder groups 
across the state as a way of bringing change and improvement to numerous 
Kentucky waterways; 

3. KWA: The Kentucky Waterways Alliance, a ten-year old statewide coalition of 
water groups, agencies, other NGOs and individuals whose mission is “to protect 
and restore Kentucky’s waterways and their watersheds by building effective 
alliances for their stewardship,” and which delivers local support, technical 
assistance, and state and federal policy recommendations on water quality issues 
(www.KWAlliance.org) 
 

Statewide, elite and grassroots groups are shedding long-held biases and turf wars for the 
common good of the environment, during this period of unprecedented attempts by our 
federal government to gut and destroy our excellent, thirty-year-old federal and state 
environmental protection laws and environmental protection agencies. 
 
 
 


