Fall 2010,  PSY 312 (sec 002):  Brain and Behavior 
Class hours: T-Th 12.30-1:45 
Location: 213 Kastle Hall 
Dr. Mark Prendergast
Office: B449 BBSRB (on the corner of Virginia and Limestone St.)

Office hours:  by appointment

Telephone: 257-6120

e-mail: prender@email.uky.edu
Tracy Butler, M.S.

Office: 448-D BBSRB
Office hours:  by appointment

Telephone: 323-0575
e-mail: tracyrbutler@uky.edu
Required Text: Basics of Biopsychology by John P.J. Pinel  (2007)
Outline: This class provides an introduction to structural and functional characteristics of the nervous system. The emphasis is on exploring the relationship between brain and behavior. Topics range from simple brain structures and behaviors to more complex functions such as drug addiction and other psychiatric illnesses. The biological basis of normal and abnormal behavior is explored from a multidisciplinary perspective. Prereq: PSY 100 and PSY 215 or 216.

Attendance:  Attendance is never a course requirement in my classes.  However, the material discussed in class is always heavily represented on exams. If you must miss a class, you do not need to notify me but I do strongly recommend getting the class notes from someone else. Excused absences for exams will only granted in extraordinary circumstances. If you must miss an exam, you must contact me prior to the exam. If you must miss an exam because of illness, you will be required to provide documentation of the illness from a medical professional.
Cheating: Cheating is not tolerated.  I define cheating as either giving or receiving help during exams or during the writing of a paper.  This can be from a classmate or any other method.  In addition, any written assignment for this class is to be done independently and working on written assignments together also constitutes as cheating.  If you need further clarification of what the University defines as cheating, please read the description in your Students Rights and Responsibilities Handbook.   Anyone caught cheating will at minimum receive a zero and likely fail the course.

Grading:  Your grade will be based on the % correct on 3 exams, including the final (100 points each, a total of 300 points).  Each exam will consist of multiple choice questions.  If an emergency arises and you must miss class on an exam day, please let me know prior to class. Make-up exams should be scheduled as soon as possible.  Final grades will be assigned on a curve based upon overall exam performance.  Regardless of class performance, however, 90% is guaranteed an "A", 80% at least a "B", 70% at least a “C”, 60% at least a “D” and below 60% an E.
Documented disability policy: if a disability exists and requires academic accommodations, please see me as soon as possible. To receive accommodations in the course, you must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center.

Date

Chapter

Topic




# of lectures
Lecturer
8/26

-


Introduction

8/31-9/7
2


Anatomy of Brain 



3
Prendergast
9/9-9/14



NO CLASS
9/16-9/21
3


Neural Activity



2 
Prendergast
9/23

7


Development of the Nervous System 
1
Prendergast
9/28-9/30
8


Brain Damage and Neuroplasticity

2
Prendergast
10/5

EXAM 1

Chapters 2,3,7,8
10/7-10/12
9


Learning, Memory, and Amnesia

2    Butler/Prendergast
10/14

10


Hunger, Eating, and Health


2
Butler
10/19-10/21
11


Hormones and Sex



2
Prendergast
10/26

12


Sleep, Dreaming, and Circadian Rhythms
1
Prendergast
10/28-11/2
13


Addiction, Emotion, and Stress

2
Prendergast
11/4

Guest Lecture, 
Dr. Bill Stoops: Studying Drug Abuse in Humans

11/9

13


Addiction, Emotion, and Stress, cont’d
1
Prendergast
11/11

EXAM 2

Chapters 9-13

11/16

5


Mechanisms of Perception


1
Prendergast

11/18-11/23
15


Behavioral Neuroscience of Psychiatric
2
Butler






Illness

11/25

NO CLASS,  HOLIDAY BREAK


11/30

6


Sensory Motor Systems


1
Prendergast
12/2-12/7



Special role that genes and heritability
2
Prendergast
 




have in Psychology
12/9

Last day of class, review for final exam

12/14 @ 1:00 p.m.

FINAL EXAM


All notes available at http://www.uky.edu/~prender/welcome_files/slide0001.htm

