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Employment 
  

University of Kentucky 

College of Public Health      2008- 

Assistant Professor 

Martin School of Public Policy and Administration   2006-2008 

Visiting Assistant Professor 

 

Education 
 

University of Florida 

Ph.D. in Economics      2006 

 

University of South Florida 

M.A. in Economics       2000 

B.A. in Economics       1998 

 

Publications – Peer Reviewed 
 

“The Ticket to Easy Street? The Financial Consequences of Winning the Lottery” 

(with Mark Hoekstra and Paige Skiba) 

Review of Economics and Statistics 2011, 93 (3): 961-969 
 

Media Coverage: The New York Times: Economix, The Wall Street Journal Online,  

Huffington Post, Yahoo Finance, and USA Today 

 

“Lucky in Life, Unlucky in Love? The Effect of Random Income Shocks on Marriage 

and Divorce” (with Mark Hoekstra) 

Journal of Human Resources 2011, 46 (2): 403-426 

 

 “Is Direct Access to Obstetricians/Gynecologists Effective at Improving Maternal Health  

Behaviors?” (with Christine Piette Durrance) 

Health Services Research 2011, 46 (4), 1243-1258 

 

Publications - Invited 
  

 “Broadening the Role of the Health Economist to Include Public Health Research” 

(with Helen A. Halpin & F. Douglas Scutchfield) 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 2009; 36(3) 

 

“The Necessity of Accurate Costs” 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 2009; 37(3) 



Working Papers 
 

“Certificate of Need Regulation and Neonatal Health Outcomes” 

 

Works in Progress 
 

“Local Economic Conditions and Health: Evidence from Large Firm Openings and 

Closings” with Jason Lindo and Ann Huff Stevens 

 

“Physician Gender, Behavior and Medical Malpractice” with Christine Piette Durrance 

 

“The Role of Local Smoking Bans in Neonatal Health” with Yelena Tarasenko 

 

"Examining the Costs of Elder Abuse: Three Case Studies” with Pamela B. Teaster, John 

Kim, and Jitendra Singh 

 

"Measures of the consumer food store environment: A systematic review of the evidence 

2000-2011" with Alison Gustafson 

 

Teaching 
 

University of Kentucky 

Health Economics – MPH, MHA, & MPA 

Health Finance – MHA, MPH 

Quantitative Methods – MPA & MHA 

Public Economics – MPA & MHA 

 

University of Florida 

Game Theory – undergraduate 

 

Professional Affiliations 
 

American Economics Association 

American Society of Health Economists 
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