
Organic hemp field day 
coming up at KSU farm                                                          
By Joshua Knight, Senior Extension Associate, Horticulture

The Organic Association of Kentucky (OAK) has organized an or-
ganic hemp field day at Kentucky State University’s Harold R. 
Benson Research and Demonstration Farm 
in Frankfort (1525 Mills Lane, Frankfort, KY 
40601) from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 18th. The field day is open to all, 
although pre-registration with OAK is re-
quired (register online at http://oak-ky.org/
field-days, or by phone at 502-517-9629) with 
a price of $5 for OAK members and $10 for 
non-members.

Dr. Shawn Lucas from KSU, Doris Hamilton from the Kentucky De-
partment of Agriculture and Tony Silvernail with OAK will discuss 
regulatory issues, including legal status and certification require-
ments, as well as production concerns of growing organic hemp in 
Kentucky, including genetics, plant propagation, fertility, weed/
pest management and more.

The following week, on Thursday, September 26th from 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m., OAK will also be hosting a field day at the University of 
Kentucky Horticulture Research Farm (4320 Emmert Farm Lane, 
Lexington, KY 40514) on Fertility, Cover Crops and Soil Testing in 
organic production systems.  Dr. Rachel Rudolph (Extension Veg-
etable Specialist) and Dr. Krista Jacobsen (Sustainable Agriculture 
Professor) will discuss fertility management using and choosing 
among manure, compost, cover crops and other organic production 
inputs for improving soil organic matter, conserving soil nutrients 
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Coming up
September 4 - 7 Habits for 
Effective Farmers webinar 
series. Topic: Goal Setting 
and Marketing. 11 a.m.-
noon CDT. For details and to 
register, click here. 

September 5 - Kentucky 
Nursery & Landscape As-
sociation Summer Outing, 
Gheens Foundation Lodge at 
Beckley Creek Park, Louis-
ville. For details, click here.

September 15-16 - South-
eastern Grain Gathering, 
Lexington, KY. For more 
information, see Page 3.

September 19 - Third 
Thursday Thing, KY State 
University, Frankfort. Topic: 
Pawpaws and Other Hor-
ticulture. For details, see 
Page 2.

September 24 - Got Farm 
Records ... Now What? 
workshop, Franklin, TN. For 
details, see Page 2.
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From Kentucky State University
The Kentucky State University Third Thursday 
Thing program on Sept. 19th will feature pawpaws 
and other horticulture. The event, which will run 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. EDT, will be held at KSU’s 
Harold R. Benson Research and Demonstration 
Farm, 1525 Mills Lane, Frankfort.

There is no charge to attend, pre-registration is 
not required, and lunch is included. The program 
will include a pawpaw research update, talks on 
pawpaw propagation and growing pawpaws in 
Kentucky, presentations on pawpaw pests and 
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diseases and pawpaw 
processing and value-
added products, and a 
pawpaw orchard tour. 
Other topics on the pro-
gram include haskaps 
for Kentucky, and mak-
ing a succulent wreath.

For details, contact Shel-
ley Spiggle at 502-597-
6325, or Sheri Crabtree 
at 502-597-6375. 

Continued from Page 1

or managing weeds 
in open field and high 
tunnel production sys-
tems.

Again, pre-registration 
with OAK is required 
with a cost of $5 for 
OAK members and 
$10 for non-members.

Dr. Shawn Lucas of KSU, 
left, will be among the 
speakers at OAK’s Organ-
ic Hemp Production field 
day on September 18th.
Organic Association of 
Kentucky photo

Third Thursday Thing to feature pawpaws Sept. 19th

Center for Profitable Agriculture to offer farm records workshops
From the Center for Profitable Agriculture
Tennessee’s Center for Profitable Agriculture will 
host a Got Farm Records ... Now What? workshop 
at sites around the state beginning on Septem-
ber 24th in Franklin. This is an all-day workshop 
designed to teach farmers how to create and use 
spreadsheets to evaluate records for direct market-
ing, food processing and agritourism enterprises. 
The workshop is designed for existing or would-be 

operators of a value-added farm business. Check-
in and networking will begin at 8:30 a.m. local 
time, with the workshop taking place from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Pre-registration is required five business 
days before the workshop. Registration is $20 per 
person, and lunch is provided. Participants should 
bring a laptop loaded with Microsoft Excel®. For 
more information, including additional dates and 
sites and a registration link, click here.

https://ag.tennessee.edu/cpa/Documents/Workshops,%20Seminars%20and%20Webinars/UT19-5_Farm-Records.pdf


New and revised Plant Pathology 
apple publications now online
From Nicole W. Gauthier, UK Plant Pathology
The Department of Plant Pathology at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky has a new publication, Bitter 
Rot of Apple (PPFS-FR-T-24), available at  http://
plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/ppfs-fr-t-24.
pdf. Another publication, Fruit Diseases of Apple 
(PPFS-FR-T-02), was recently revised. It is avail-
able at http://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/
ppfs-fr-t-02.pdf. Additional disease publications 
about fruit and other crops can be found on the 
Plant Pathology website at http://plantpathol-
ogy.ca.uky.edu/extension/publications.

Southeastern Grain Gathering 
to take place in Lexington
The Southeastern Grain Gathering, a celebration 
and learning exchange for anyone with an interest 
in grains from the Southeast region, will take 
place September 15th-16th at the UK Horticulture 
Research Farm in Lexington. Farmers, millers, 
bakers, chefs, researchers, maltsters, brewers, 
distillers and consumers – from producers to end 
users – will build community and conversation 
around small grain value chains in our region. 
This event will guide the next steps in building a 
local grain movement in the Southeast. For event 
details and registration information, visit https://
localgrains.ca.uky.edu/segg. 
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Thanks for reading!
If you know someone who would enjoy our 
newsletter, or you’re not subscribed yet yourself, 
visit www.uky.edu/ccd/newsletter and click 
“Subscribe Now.” Or call Brett Wolff at 859-218-
4384 , or Christy Cassady at 859-257-1477. Stay up 
to date with the Center on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/ccduky/

Christy Cassady, Extension Specialist

New Blossom End Rot fact sheet, 
updated CCD profiles available
A new Center for Crop Diversification fact sheet 
on Blossom End Rot (CCD-FS-11) from the De-
partment of Horticulture’s Rachel Rudolph is 
now available at https://www.uky.edu/ccd/
sites/www.uky.edu.ccd/files/blossom_end_
rot.pdf. A recently updated version of the CCD 
marketing profile on Roadside Stands (CCD-
MP-5) is also available. Additional updates in-
clude our Asparagus (CCD-CP-84) and Garlic 
and Elephant Garlic (CCD-CP-99) crop profiles. 
Be sure to check the CCD website at www.uky.
edu/CCD for more new and updated resources 
in the coming months. 

Expect variable weather in September
By Joshua Knight, Sr. Extension Associate, Horticulture
The National Weather Service is predicting the first 
few weeks in September to be somewhat compli-
cated, although overall weather for September, 
October and November of 2019 will be warmer 
than average across all of the U.S., with normal 
rates of precipitation in Kentucky.
September 1st-5th are showing near normal temper-
atures and precipitation across Kentucky, with 
cooler, drier weather predicted across the states 
to our north and west. This pattern is predicted 
to give way to warmer and wetter than average 
weather after the first few days of September.
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