
Biz Quiz response analysis:  
Capital, market identification 
and horticultural knowledge                                                          

By Joshua Knight, Senior Extension Associate, Horticulture,
and Brett Wolf, Extension Specialist, Agricultural Economics
Continuing our ongoing analysis from the HorticultureBiz Quiz re-
sponses over the last four years, this month we look more into the 
data collected about horticulture growers’ access to capital, market 
identification, and overall self-reported horticultural knowledge.

Starting with the access to capital, we can see most respondents 
have less than $5,000 to contribute to a new horticultural enterprise.
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Coming up
Oct. 12 - Blackberry Pro-
duction Field Day, Garrett 
Farms, Paducah, KY. 10 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. CDT. For 
details, see Page 3. 

Oct. 13 - Integrated Pest 
Management Field Day, Uni-
versity of Kentucky Horticul-
ture Research Farm, Lexing-
ton. In-person and virtual. 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Eastern 
Time. For more information 
see Page 3.

Oct. 27 - Christmas Trees 
101 Webinar, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Eastern Time. For details, 
see Page 5.

Nov. 1 - Digging into CSA 
Planning, Recordkeeping, 
and Marketing. Organic As-
sociation of KY Field Day. 
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. ET. For 
details, click here.

Nov. 10 - Grower-Buyer 
MeetUp - West Kentucky, 
9:30 a.m.-noon CST. For 
details, see Page 4.
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Figure 1. Responses to question: “How much capital (money) do you have to commit to 
this enterprise?”

https://oak.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=5&Itemid=115&year=2022&month=11&day=01&title=november-virtual-farmer-field-day-csa-planning-a-marketing&uid=2878b6040754db0910c17dfe0ce80344


If we map this data, we can see reduced access to 
capital in rural areas and areas with limited access 
to infrastructure.  However, many potential grow-
ers closer to urban markets and significant trans-
portation infrastructure (interstates are shown on 
the map along with named places with census 
population over 1,000) also lack access to capital.  
Additionally, there are several operations in rural 
areas with significant access to capital complicat-
ing what one might expect to be a simple picture.

Within the HortBiz Quiz, we asked the question:  
“Do you have a specific market in mind?” to get 
a picture of how confident respondents felt about 
accessing markets. This could be a farmers mar-
ket, a roadside stand, a restaurant, a grocery store, 
a produce auction, or some larger institutional 
market.

We can see from the responses that almost half 
of the respondents feel positive about a specific 
market where they want to sell. A little over a 
third are unsure of their market, and less than a 

2

fifth self-report as not having a market in mind.

We tend to associate urbanized areas with markets, 
and more heavily urbanized places with larger 
markets.  We might assume respondents closer to 
populated places and transportation infrastructure 
are more likely to have a specific market in mind. 

We can see from Figure 4 that the picture is 
somewhat more complicated. There are many 
respondents in and around urbanized areas 
less likely to report having a specific market in 
mind, while some of the more rural respondents 
are confident. While there are more eaters and 
markets in highly populated places, identification 
of and access to markets might be perceived as 
more complicated.

In the final question we will be examining in 
this month’s analysis, we look at responses to 
the question “How would you rate your current 
knowledge of growing horticultural crops?”
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Figure 2. Geographic distribution of responses to: “How much 
capital (money) do you have to commit to this enterprise?”

Figure 3. Responses to question: “Do you have a specific market 
in mind?”

Figure 4. Geographic responses to: “Do you have a specific 
market in mind?”

Figure 5. Responses to question: “How would you rate your 
current knowledge of growing horticultural crops?”
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Almost two-thirds of 
respondents self-report 
as having intermediate-
or-better knowledge of 
growing  horticultural 
crops, with almost  one-
fourth identifying them-
selves as “advanced” or 
“expert.”

In the map of responses, 
we can see strong repre-
sentation of intermedi-
ate-or-better horticultur-
al expertise in very rural 
areas, as well as among 
respondents within and 
close to highly urbanized 
areas.
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CCD resources update
Beekeeping and Honey Production 
crop profile gets 2022 overhaul

The Center for Crop Diversi-
fication’s (CCD) Beekeeping 
and Honey Production (CCD-
CP-78) crop profile has been 

updated 
w i t h 
new pro-
duction 
and eco-
n o m i c 
detai ls .
It is now 
a v a i l -
able on 
the CCD 

website at https://www.uky.
edu/ccd/sites/www.uky.edu.
ccd/files/honey.pdf. For ad-
ditional crop profiles, market-
ing profiles, price reports from 
farmers markets and produce 
auctions, and much more, be 
sure to visit the CCD website at 
www.uky.edu/ccd/.
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Figure 6. Geographic distribution of responses to question: “How would you rate your current 
knowledge of growing horticultural crops?”

https://BlackberryTourOct12.eventbrite.com
https://uky.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bgbzgTdqjoLGEho
https://www.uky.edu/ccd/sites/www.uky.edu.ccd/files/honey.pdf
https://www.uky.edu/ccd/sites/www.uky.edu.ccd/files/honey.pdf
https://www.uky.edu/ccd/sites/www.uky.edu.ccd/files/honey.pdf
https://www.uky.edu/ccd/
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By Joshua Knight, Sr. Extension Associate, Horticulture
The NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center is forecast-
ing an equal chance of warmer than average and 
cooler than average conditions for the first week 
of October. After that, the general forecast for the 
rest of the month is clearly for warmer than aver-
age conditions. A large weather pattern associated 
with these warmer conditions is steadily moving 
across the U.S. from west to east and should arrive 
in Kentucky between the first and second week of 
October.

For precipitation, the picture is much simpler:  drier 
than average conditions are forecast for Kentucky 
as well as most of the Midwest and the Eastern 
U.S. This pattern of drier than average conditions is expected to persist throughout October.

Thanks for reading!
If you know someone who would enjoy our newsletter, or you’re not subscribed yet yourself, visit 
www.uky.edu/ccd/newsletter and click “Subscribe Now.” Or call Brett Wolff at 859-218-4384 , or 
Christy Cassady at 859-257-1477. Stay up to date with the Center on Facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/ccduky/ 

Christy Cassady, Extension Specialist

Warmer and drier than average October predicted for Kentucky

http://www.uky.edu/ccd/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/ccduky/
https://www.facebook.com/ccduky/
https://2022WKYGrowerBuyerMeetUp.eventbrite.com
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https://KYChristmasTrees101.eventbrite.com
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