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2020 is definitely one for the history
books! In March of 2020, the University
shut down due to COVID-19. Although
programs and plans changed, UK
Recycling was able to adjust and virtual
interact with students, staff and faculty.
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Despite the complications of 2020, UK
Recycling was able to launch new
programs, including:

e Coffee Waste Composting

e Pallet Recycling

e Website Expansion

In addition to new programs, UK
Recycling launch multiple virtual
campaigns on social media to keep
campus engaged with waste reduction
and recycling!

COVID-19 changed a lot of things, including COVI D - 1 9 RE Po RT

how campus looked, who worked on campus
and operational needs. Throughout the
pandemic, UK Waste, Recycling and Trucking
continued to provide the same high-quality
service throughout campus, including UK
Healthcare. UK Recycling continued operations
without any interruptions.

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR STAFF THAT
HELPED KEEP CAMPUS MOVING
FORWARD!

L@i.;l{g Recycling
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RECYCLING

Recycling at UK includes Recycling Goal vs. Actual Weight
more than just bottles and
cans. UK Recycling accepts 5 year Goal: 3,093 Tons
ial I 3000 S T e e e e e e T S T o
other material like scrap
metal, light bulbs, and 2267 Tons 5416 Tons 2467 Tons
cardboard. Check out UK 2,187 Tons
Recyclings website for a full 209 ESZACIE
list of items that can be
recycled.
1,000
2020
Recycling Rate

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

I /o Although 2020 saw a 33% decrease in the overall weight of material

recycled, UK Recycling is excited to report a 21% Recycling Rate
for 2020. That is up from a 20% rate in 2019.

R ] One of the UK Sustainability
All-in-One General Recycling Strategic Plan Goals is to

cardboard, paper, plastic bottles & jugs, aluminum & steel cans, and glass bottles & jars increase recyc“ng by 25% by

1,500
2022, which includes the All-in-One
1,298 Tons . .
general recycling program. Prior to
|14 Tons 2020, UK Recycling was on track to
1,000 1,016 Tons

931 Tons hit that goal.

741 Tons

687Tons All weights, including landfill

material, were reduced in 2020 due
to COVID-19. Although recycling
tonnage is decreased, the overall
percentages have held steady,
indicating campus has maintained
positive behavior changes.

500

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
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Year in Review

OTHER RECYCLING

In addition to general recycling, UK Recycling has
other recycling programs to capture a wider range of
materials. Check out the full list of items recycled on

UK Recycling's_ website.

Batteries
Cardboard
Confidential Paper
Cooking Ol
Electronic Waste
Appliances

Hard Drives
Hardbound Books
Scrap Metal
Motor Oill

Oil Filters
Lightbulbs

Tires

Toner/Cartridges
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30%

decrease

from 2019

9.81 Tons

371.98 Tons

385.82 Tons

9.85Tons

4795 Tons

44 45 Tons

0.95 Tons

6.80 Tons

312.81 Tons

5.19 Tons

0.55Tons

6.95 Tons

2.89 Tons

8.09 Tons
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https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/other-recycling
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OTHER RECYCLING

HEALTHCARE

UK Healthcare works with UK Recycling to increase

their recycling efforts!
Check out the full list of items recycled at UKHC on
UK Recyclings_website.

Blue Wrap

6.99 Tons

1.78 Tons

IV Wrappers

4.63Tons

Styrofoam

Clear Plastic Film @g%23Tns

6.33 Tons

Other Plastics

8.16 Tons

Stryker Equipment


https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/ukhc
https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/ukhc
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AMERICA RECYCLES D

Each year, to celebrate America Recycles Day, November 15th,

UK Recycling develops a campaign to encourage faculty, staff
and students to recycle. The 2020 campaign focused on the
amount of cardboard that is thrown away each year at UK.

Since in person events and tabling events were not
possible, UK Recycling redesigned outreach and
education on campus.

Based on the 2018 Waste Characterization Study, it
was determined that over 17 bales or 20,000lbs of
cardboard is still sent to the landfill each week
on campus. UK Recycling partnered with Central KY
Fiber Resources to bring 17 bales of cardboard to
campus - W.T. Young walkway.

For 3 days, students, faculty, staff and the community
walked past the display, which included various yard
signs that explained the cardboard and encouraged
everyone to do their part and recycle. A website, QR
Codes and interactive social media campaign was
also created with additional ways for campus to get
involved.
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20,000 Ibs of c 20,000 Ibs of cardboard
is still sent to the landfill each week on campus. is still sent to the landfill each week on campus.
That's equal to the weight of 18 thoroughbred horses. That's equal to the weight of 87 UK football players.

W Recycling



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/059f7afa9884477ba3d75627aa08c79f
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RECYCLING SPOTLIGHT

COVID-19 was able to shut down most of normal day life,

however UK Recycling is proud to have stayed open and
operational for all of campus and UKHC.

Battery Recycling

In 2020, UK Recycling continued to collect and recycle
all forms and types of batteries. Over 9 tons of
batteries from campus, athletics and healthcare
were collected and recycled.

Although the University saw a decrease in over all
material generated on campus, battery recycling
increased by 8%. This improvement is attributed to
increased battery containers at UKHC and on
campus.

Styrofoam Recycling

In 2020, UK Recycling was also able to increase
styrofoam recycling by 27% from 2019. A total of
4,552 coolers were captured from campus and UKHC.

In addition to recycling coolers, UK Recycling was able to
reuse cooler in partnership with UK Specialty pharmacy.
Early in the pandemic, UK Specialty Pharmacy's cooler
supplier shut down and was no longer able to provide
coolers needed to ship medication. UK Recycling was
able to deliver coolers to ensure UK Specialty Pharmacy
stayed operation while supplies were not available.



https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/goals_data
https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/goals_data
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DONATION/REUSE

Although UK Recycling's donation and .
reuse efforts saw a decrease from 2019 DonatIOn & Reuse

1,500

due to COVID-19 and unexpected campus
closure, UK is exceptionally proud of the
efforts campus made to continue the
program. 1,000

1,353 Tons

806 Tons 797 Tons

Partnerships continued to prove valuable
in achieving waste reduction. UK Surplus
began a new program to track actual
weights instead of estimates. Additionally,
UK Residences Life and Goodwill
partnered with UK Recycling to continue 0

500

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
the fall semester Give & Go Move out
program, which captured 663lbs. of
material
Donations
Concrete 2.4% Concrete -153 Tons
0,
18.1% Pallets .Clean Fill -18 Tons
0,
22.8% . Reusable Sharps*-47 Tons
Clean Fill
2 204 .Surplus -251 Tons
Reusable Sharps .Fly Ash- 157 Tons
5.6%

Paint
0.3% . Paint-2 Tons

Fly Ash .Food Donations - 1 Ton

18.7% Donations - 21 Tons

Surplus
29.8%

*Items from UKHC that are properly cleaned and reused

Ei.% Recycling
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SUSTAINABILITY INTERNSHIP
RECYCLING INTERN

Fix it Festival ﬁ

FISZIT FEST

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

In 2020, Sophie Beavin & Antonio Zizzo worked to create a Fix It Festival. Although
this event was scheduled to take place at the Student Center in April 2020, the early
closure of campus forced the interns to change it to a virtual event. A website was
created as well as a social media campaign.

r —5 J B
D SEWING BICYCLES COMPOSTING

BUILD YOUR FIX-IT TOOLBOX
BUILD YOUR FIX-IT TOOLBOX

," BUILD YOUR OWN SEWING KIT BUILD A BIKE REPAIR KIT START A HOME COMPOST
- YA ey
A

START WITH THE BASICS START WITH THE BASICS FIND A CONTAINER

wety
7N " . -
%) WHAT CAN | BUT I 1T =
*L d

n ADD SOME ACCESSORIES LUBRICATE YOUR CHAIN
ONCE THE CONTAINER IS FULL

i °
i ° . STEP FOUR
- ’ i . el

FIND HELP LOCALLY RESOURCES

¢
|

STEP TWO ‘

MAINTAIN TIRE PRESSURE

. FIND A CONTAINER
' LEARN HOW TO SEW

WEBSITE INFORMATION

B FisoT FEST

S F1521T FEST

Re-Design

e
Recycle / @ \Mﬂr\u@adure
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| WHy Fix it?
¥y To preserve natural
Repair & Retail 1 resources

Reuse

WH y Fix i 2
Tokeep things out
of the landfill

“THE BUYERARCH
of NEEA{S L 3’

SOCIAL MEDIA

B8 F1521T FEST R i
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COMPOST/ORGANICS

UK Recycling, in partnership with UK CompOSt & Organics
Sustainability, UK Dining, and UK

750

College of Agriculture, Food and the

Environment, expanded the food 022 Tons

waste compost program to include 526 Tons 543 Tons
500

coffee waste from W.T. Young
Starbucks, Student Center Starbucks
and Cup of Commonwealth. Over

33 tons of food and coffee waste o5
was captured on campus.

273 Tons

148 Tons

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Additionally, UK Grounds continued to collect yard
waste - leaves, brush, wood chips, etc. - collection
through campus. Additional location for yard waste
containers were identified and used to increase
capacity and participation.

Organics by the numbers:

105 tons 213 tons 33 tons
mulched composted composted

PALLETS
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Year in Review -
COFFEE WASTE _—

COMPOST EXPANSION | s

In September of 2020, UK Recycling, in partnership with UK Dining,

Cup of Commonwealth and Barnes & Noble Bookstore, expanded the QQFFEEWAsT
food waste collection program to include coffee waste. S, NLY

COFFEE WASTE COFFEE WASTE
PROGRAM PROGRAM

Place these items in green bucket: Program Details

Ry ) . 3 « 5-gallon buckets provided to
3
- - capture coffee waste
: - * Buckets have lids to minimize

Coffee Grounds Used Coffee Filters Espresso Grounds Rt mess and spills

. Nop wasTF « Full buckets emptied into larger

ONLY roll cart in loading dock area

/ *Starbucks staff responsible for necessary cleaning 5-gallon buckets.

Wooden Stir Stick Tea bags

Used Napkin or
Paper towel

e Full buckets should be emptied
P|ace in |andf||| containers into 50 gallon roll cart located in
All other waste should be landfilled, including the following: the loading dock area
1,”3 « Make sure roll cart has a clear bag
‘!_—,\"‘.',7 5

before emptying buckets
« Roll carts emptied daily (Mon-Fri)
by UK Recycling

Food Bags Food Food Wrapper Cups *UK Recycling is responsible for placing a clear bag in each roll cart.

A partnership berween Dining. Recyeling and
e College of Agriuliure, Food and Enyironment

. University of Kentucky: University of Kentucky.
Gk Recycling  859.257.6234 & Composting Partnrsp Ok Recycling  859.257.6234 s

2020 and the COVID-19 pandemic created
operation challenges throughout campus. One
in particular was the change from reusable
plates in dining halls to styrofoam togo
containers. In an effort to reduce styrofoam
waste, UK Recycling, UK Sustainability and

UK Dining partnered to distribute 1,500
reusable togo containers to students.
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Year in Review

DIVERSION

The 2019 diversion rate for UK
was 34%. The University was able

to maintain that diversion rate for 12.500 LANDFILL WASTE
2020. Given all the unexpected
changes to operations and
campus closures, holding the
diversion rate steady at 34%
speaks to continued positive
behavior change.
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7,500

10,569 Ton
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5,000

10,309 Tons
10,262 Tons

9,347 Tons

DECREASE
FROM 2.500
2019

/7,040 Tons

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

TOTAL WASTE

Organics

5%

Donation/Reuse

8%

340/ . Landfill - 7040 Tons
Recycling
21% o

Diversion . Organics - 543 Tons
Rate . Reuse - 842 Tons

Landfill
66%

. Recycle - 2204 Tons

Total Waste Generated - 10,629 Tons

L@% Recycling
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CAMPUS & HEALTHCARE

DIVERSION RATE

In 2020, three separate diversion rates are reported for the University of Kentucky.
1.A diversion rate for the whole University (academic campus and healthcare).
2.A diversion rate for academic campus
3.A diversion rate for UK Healthcare Network.

CAMPUS HEALTHCARE
DIVERSION RATE DIVERSION RATE

. Organics - 1%
. Reuse - 7%
. Recycle - 24% . Recycle - 17%

Calculating a diversion rate for both academic campus and UK Healthcare will help
identify opportunities for both camps to reach a 50% diversion rate by 2022 and UK
Healthcare to establish a diversion rate that is feasible for their operation.

Given the campus diversion rate is 42%, UK Recycling anticipates achieving the
Sustainability Strategic Plan goal of reaching 50% diversion by 2022.
@i}% Recycling




