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My name is Daniel Darby and I am originally from
Columbus, Ohio. I completed my undergrad at the
University of Kentucky with a B.S. in Chemistry and
stayed to pursue a Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering.
I work as a Research Assistant in the Laboratory
for Soft Materials and Interfaces and primarily
focus on how mussel-inspired molecular
architectures in polymer networks impact their
interfacial properties.

DANIEL DARBY
daniel.darby@uky.edu

When I am not working, I like to hang out with my
dog, lift weights, go target shooting, and spend
time with friends and family.

Hi, my name is Kayla Dudick. I’m currently a 4th
semester Master’s student in the Department of
Dietetics and Human Nutrition – Nutrition and Food
Systems. My thesis looks at the effects of obesity
during pregnancy in C57BL/6J mice.
I like to say that I am the second hybrid student of
the Department of DHN and Nutritional Sciences
because my thesis is ‘non-traditional’ in my
department and collaborative in both areas.

KAYLA DUDICK
k.dudick@uky.edu

I am currently a Graduate Assistant, but I have also
been a Research Assistant in Dr. Robin Shoemaker’s
lab. In my spare time, I enjoy running, cuddling my
Pembroke Welsh Corgi, researching / learning,
and working with horses.

Sam is a PhD student in the Experimental Psychology:
Cognitive Neuroscience program working with Dr. Michael
Bardo to study opioid use disorder (OUD). Her research in
the Bardo lab is focused on developing novel and
effective preclinical models of OUD, with a concentration
on relapse, stress, sex differences, and the intricate social
factors involved in OUD. She wishes to pursue this line of
research in the future, and further improve the
understanding of OUD by creating translational models
that better represent the human condition.

SAMANTHA MALONE
samantha.malone@uky.edu

Sam currently serves as the GSC representative for the
Experimental Psychology program and strongly promotes
networking and collaboration. She hopes to provide
opportunities for undergraduate, graduate, and academic
professionals to further develop their skills and create
lasting connections with others.
Her hobbies include painting, sewing, cosplay, playing
tennis and video games, and hiking in nature. She enjoys
meeting new people and is excited to serve on the PD&N
committee!

My name is Mehrana Mohtasebi, and I am
originally from Tehran, Iran. I am a PhD
candidate in the College of Engineering in the
Department of Biomedical Engineering.
I am currently a Research Assistant working on
Biomedical Optics Lab focusing on the
development of a noninvasive and no-contact
optical system for 3D imaging of blood flow
distributions and mapping brain functional
connectivity.

MEHRANA MOHTASEBI
mehrana.mohtasebi@uky.edu

My hobbies are walking in natural surroundings,
watching movies, listening to podcasts, and
hanging out with my friends and family.

Sara (Cheng) Qian is a PhD student in the
department of Plant and Soil Sciences at
University of Kentucky. Her current project is
silicon uses in turfgrasses.
She got her master’s degree on soil fertility at
Auburn University. Her bachelor’s degree is from
China Agricultural University. She is from Guilin,
China originally and came to US in 2014.

SARA QIAN
sara.qc@uky.edu

Outside of work and study, she enjoys watching
operas and musicals, travelling as well as hiking
and weight training. She also loves sports
especially basketball. She started to play
basketball since elementary school. She enjoys
food a lot. Sometimes food can be the main
reason for her to travel. She is always ready for
new adventures.

Shishir Sarker is a Ph.D. student at the
Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences
at the University of Kentucky. His current research
focuses on the susceptibility of karst springs to
climate change, land use/land cover change, and
contamination.
Before joining at UK, he has completed his MS
degree in Environmental Studies at Florida
International University. His MS thesis work was
involved in assessing the long-term changes in
water quality in the Everglades Protection Area,
Florida.

SHISHIR SARKER
sksa232@uky.edu

While at FIU, he served as the treasurer for the
Florida Coastal Everglades Long-term Ecological
Research (FCE LTER) student organization. He was
also an active member of the FIU chess club. In
his spare time, he loves to play soccer and
volleyball and enjoy TV shows.

Parul is a PhD student in Veterinary Science at University of
Kentucky and specializing in Molecular Parasitology. Her
research focuses on pathogenesis of a parasite that causes
EPM (a neurological disorder) in horses. Originally from
India, Parul moved to US to further her career.
She graduated with a Masters in Biological Sciences from
St. John’s University in NY. While pursuing her degree, she
worked as a team lead for graduate admissions and
recruited students for the graduate school. Before starting
her PhD program, she worked in animal health industry as a
Scientist for a few years in Michigan.

PARUL SURI
parul.suri@uky.edu

Parul has been a strong advocate of networking throughout
her career. In addition to serving as Veterinary Science
department representative in Graduate Student Congress,
she has been involved with international student concerns
and mental health committee.
Currently, she is the assistant director of outreach at
NAGPS. Outside of work, Parul enjoys exploring restaurants
and watching movies, shows, reading non-fiction books,
playing tennis and staying outdoors. She loves to meet new
people to gain new perspectives!

