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HON 101
Honors Foundations : Knowledge and Society 

As a foundational course to the Honors curriculum, Knowledge and Society takes a vested interest 
in helping students develop an appreciation for the pursuit of truth and knowledge. By exploring 
the links between subjective and social phenomena, students will gain a clearer understanding 
of the way inquiry and curiosity are implicated in our familial, cultural, historical, and political 
worlds. This course aims to foster an environment where students are equipped with the tools 
to confidently discern the assumptions, premises, and expectations of variant claims to knowl-
edge and truth. Knowledge and Society is an invitation extended to students to (re)imagine their 
identity as agents in an interconnected and ever-expanding global context. Prereq: Lewis Honors 
students only.

This course is required for, and open only to students who entered the Lewis Honors College after Fall 2018

                                            

HON 101-001
Dr. Eric Welch

M, W, F 9:00-9:50
In Person LWS 133

HON 101-002
Dr. Tara Tuttle

M, W, F 10:00-10:50
In Person LWS 133

HON 101-003 
Dr. Daniel Kirchner
M, W, F 11:00-11:50 
In Person LWS 133

HON 101-004
Dr. Dustin Faulstick
M, W, F, 11:00-11:50 
In Person LWS 134

HON 101-005
Dr. Daniel Kirchner
M, W, F, 12:00-12:50 
In Person LWS 135

HON 101-006
Dr. Rebecca Howell
M, W, F 12:00-12:50 

Online

HON 101-007
Dr. Kenton Sena

M, W, F 12:00-12:50
In Person LWS 133

HON 101-008
Dr. Kenton Sena
M, W, F 1:00-1:50 

In Person LWS 133

HON 101-009
Dr. Zada Komara
M, W, F 1:00-1:50 

In Person LWS 134

HON 101-010
Dr. Zada Komara
M, W, F 2:00-2:50 
In Person LWS 134

HON 101-011
Dr. Rebecca Howell
M, W, F 2:00-2:50 

Online

HON 101-012
Dr. Timothy Minella

T, R 8:00-9:15
In Person LWS 133

HON 101-013
Dr. Timothy Minella

T, Th 9:30-10:45 
In Person LWS 133

HON 101-014
Dr. Ryan Voogt
T, Th 12:30-1:45 

 In Person LWS 133

HON 101-015
Dr. Ryan Voogt
T, Th 12:30-1:45 

 In Person LWS 133



HON 100-001
Service Learning for Singletary Scholars

Dr. Daniel Kirchner
W 3:00-3:50 

Hybrid LWS 136
Pre-requisite: Must be a first-year Singletary Scholarship recipient

This course is designed to introduce first-year Singletary Scholarship recipients to the scholarly life of 
the University and also to organize and execute community service as a cohort. Through guest lectures, 
discussions, and out-of-class assignments, HON 100 helps first-semester Singletary scholars gain an early 
understanding of opportunities at a research university; increase awareness and use of campus resources; 
reflect on community issues that they can address using the skills and talents specific to their cohort; and 
form beneficial relationships with students, faculty, and staff.

HON 151: Honors In Humanities
Whatever the topic, the Honors Humanities courses reflect on the human condition through 
works of art and literature (including folklore and film), philosophical and religious contemplation 
and argumentation, and historical narrative. They undertake interdisciplinary investigations of 
significant intellectual and cultural issues of our past and present (and thus of our future) and are 
designed to stimulate individual thought as well as develop writing, critical thinking, and small-
group discussion skills. May be repeated up to six hours under a different subtitle.

HON 151-001
Technology in Death and Dying: Modern Medicine and the Philosophy of Death

Dr. Caroline Buchanan
T, Th 9:30-10:45 
Online LWS 134

In this course, we will look at how technology and modern medicine have changed the experience of dy-
ing and even our society’s definition of death itself. We will study classic texts in the philosophy of death 
and dying, discuss how medical advancements in the hospital setting have rapidly changed the way most 
Americans die, and analyze cultural attitudes toward death, end-of-life issues, and elder care. Students 
will use an interdisciplinary approach to apply philosophy to medicine, and will have the opportunity to 
study death from the perspective of both the dying individual as well as the medical caregiver. Students 
will discuss topics frequently with their peers through guided in-class discussions. Questions addressed 
include:  

• What is it like to die in a hospital? 
• What is it like to care for the dying in a hospital? 
• In what ways have expectations for individuals at the end-of-life and the elderly changed as a result 

of shifts in how Americans die? 
• How have life-sustaining technologies like ventilators changed our society’s definition of death? 
• How have advancements in genome testing, long-term cancer treatment, and early detection for 

certain chronic diseases, changed how individuals approach and even anticipate their own death? 
• Is philosophy able to help us make sense of rapid changes in our medical environments and realities 

concerning death and dying in the 21st century?

This course is highly interdisciplinary, including primary philosophy texts, social science research, and 
in-depth information on medical technology in the hospital. Students will be expected to synthesize this 
information thoughtfully in order to discuss topics regularly with their peers, including occasionally dif-
ficult subject  matter. Because we will use multiple academic disciplines in order to study a central topic, 



students will be asked to use information learned in class in order to craft their own views via writing as-
signments and class presentations. For this reason, this course in best suited for Honors students.

HON 151-002
Enemies of Ancient Israel

Dr. Eric Welch
M, W, F 11:00-11:50
In Person LWS 135

An exploration of the social world of the Bible through its antagonists and their cultures. We will examine 
the so-called “bad guys of the Bible” using the lenses of history, archaeology, geography, and religion to 
better understand their cultures and how they are portrayed in the biblical text. Was Goliath really 9 feet 
tall? Was Jezebel actually that wicked? Who are all these “-ites,” like the Canaanites, Hittites, and Moabites? 
This class asks, “Who were these people and why were they considered enemies by the biblical writers?” 
During the course of the semester, students will: 

• Acquire a working knowledge of the histories and cultures of various biblical antagonists.
• Critically engage a variety of primary sources to reconstruct the world surrounding various ancient 

Near Eastern cultures.  
• Develop a greater understanding of how and why the biblical writers characterized their enemies.
• Apply their understanding of ancient characterizations of “the other” to representations in modern 

sources.
• Explore the broader humanistic significance of how humans recognize and report on their enemies.

HON 151-003
From Mother Jones to Dolly Parton: The Legacies of Appalachian Women in America

Dr. Chelsea Brislin
M, W 3:00-4:15

In Person 101 Bingham Davis House

20th century representations of Appalachia often reflected and reinforced the narrative of the region as a 
“strange land and peculiar people.” One can see this idea reproduced in everything from comic strips such 
as L’il Abner to Hollywood blockbusters like Deliverance, simultaneously writing Appalachia as a roman-
ticized variation on “frontier life,” and a place where primitive impulses and violence abound. Perhaps the 
most overlooked character in these damaging media representations is that of the Appalachian woman. For 
decades representations of Appalachian women have fallen into two distinct categories: the oversexualized 
Daisy Duke and the overworked Mamaw. While these two representations rose dramatically in popularity, 
real Appalachian women were standing at the forefront of nearly every movement coming out of the region 
from the arts to labor uprisings and social justice initiatives. This course will: 

• Closely examine the role Appalachian women have played in shaping the future of the region, while 
also analyzing the contrast of their representation in pop culture. 

• Ask students to work through materials that center the narratives of Appalachian women including 
the 2019 viral podcast, Dolly Parton’s America, the novel The Dollmaker by Harriet Arnow, and the 
documentary Harlan County USA

• Critically examine how Appalachian women have continued to use their agency to affect change in 
the region and how this has impacted the national narrative on Appalachia as we know it today.

HON 151-003
Justice: A Tour Through Great Books and Authors

Dr. Timothy Minella



T, Th 11:00-12:00
In Person LWS 133

What is justice? Does might make right? Are we ever justified in disobeying lawful authority? How does one 
live justly? We will explore these questions by discussing some of the most important statements in philos-
ophy, literature, and politics on the concept of justice. Students will read a variety of classic texts, which 
may include Plato’s Republic, Shakespeare’s King Lear, Hobbes’s Leviathan, King’s “Letter from a Birming-
ham Jail,” and Ellison’s Invisible Man. This course will be conducted in a seminar style with numerous class 
discussions. Students will write several papers that analyze the assigned texts in detail. 

HON 152: Honors In Natural, Physical and 
Mathematical Sciences

A hands-on, science course for Honors student in which they ask a question requiring scientific 
analysis, develop a related experimentation regimen, collect data, dot he experimentation, analyze 
the results, draw conclusions and appropriately disseminate the results. Students will directly ex-
perience the scientific process to learn how scientists work. All HON 152 courses satisfy UK Core 
Inquiry in the Natural, Physical and Mathematical Sciences. 

HON 152-001
Cell Injury and Human Disease

Dr. Florin Despa and Dr. Sanda Despa
M, W, F 9:00-9:50 LWS 135

Viability and function of biological cells are sustained by molecular forces and interactions. Alterations in 
these mechanisms can lead to cell injury and ultimately to human disease. This course focuses on under-
standing the nature and mechanisms of cell injury in disease. Topics explored in this course relate to the 
following questions:

• What molecular forces and interactions underlie cell function?
• How does the structure govern function in proteins and cells?
• Which are the basic mechanisms of cell injury, self-repair, adaptation and point of no return?
• Why do diabetes, heart disease and brain disorders co-occur?
• Can repairing injured cells cure the disease?

HON 201: Honors Seminar
HON 201-001

Research Writing for Scientists
Dr. Kenton Sena

M, W, F 3:00-3:50
In Person LWS 135

Scientific inquiry is thrilling—coming up with new and exciting research questions, developing innovative 
experimental approaches, collecting and analyzing data... And writing. Science writing presents a signif-
icant barrier to many scientists in training, from undergraduate to graduate to professional levels. This 
course seeks to demystify research writing for scientists by 1) developing science reading and comprehen-
sion skills through consistent work with reading and summarizing peer-reviewed literature, 2) practicing 



science writing by preparing an annotated bibliography and a literature review paper, 3) developing writing 
revision skills through multiple stages of peer and instructor review, and 4) developing editing and proof-
reading skills through multiple stages of instructor review and course lectures addressing common errors. 
The major product of this course will be a literature review paper, which may be suitable for publication in 
a journal and/or may serve as a first chapter in an Honors thesis.  

HON 201-002
Awakening of the S.O.U.L of Free Enterprise

Dr. Patrick Walker
T, Th 2:00-3:15 

 Hybrid LWS 134

What do farmers, rap musicians and artists have in common?  Free enterprise traditionally encompasses 
systems in which private individuals and businesses organize, operate and compete for profit without in-
terference by government beyond regulation necessary to protect public interests and balance the econo-
my. Today, leading definitions of free enterprise have evolved and are influenced by traditional norms and 
contemporary notions derived from popular and hip-hop culture as business owners seek to maximize 
profits for external shareholders and multiple diverse stakeholders with varied interests and backgrounds.  
In recent years, controversy surrounding farmers who own their land subject to seed patents owned by the 
government, and rap musicians who write and perform their work subject to corporate dominance and re-
striction have been in the forefront of the American media.  Students will create a free enterprise business 
model and blueprint for local, national and global profit maximization.   The nature of the course by design 
includes broad topics and an interdisciplinary approach to exploring how free enterprise has evolved over 
time.  Types of questions explored will include:

• What is a free enterprise and how has it influenced by popular and urban culture?
• How do individuals navigate social and political complexities to start their own businesses and com-

pete?
• How do practitioners and advocates of free enterprise improve strategy, operations, unity and legal 

frameworks while embracing the business’ core values and freedom to create their “art”?

HON 201-003
Black Wall Street: The Color and Culture of Capitalism

Dr. Patrick Walker
T, Th 2:00-3:15 

 Hybrid LWS 134

The U.S. economic system of free enterprise operates according to five main principles: the freedom to 
create a business, the right to own private property, the right to pursue profit, an expectation of fair com-
petition and the authority to determine the production of goods and services. 

Although the African American relationship to free enterprise was central to the early creation of capital-
ism through the institutionalization of slavery, entrepreneurial ecosystems today largely do not reflect eq-
uitable representation of African American businesses in terms of equity, market share and access to capi-
tal. A February 2020 Gallup poll reported that African Americans represent 12.7% of the U.S. population but 
only 4.3% of the nation’s 22.2 million business owners. Additionally, African American-owned businesses 
start with approximately one-third less capital than their white peers and have difficulties raising private 
investments from mainstream investment systems. 

Furthermore, businesses in African American-majority neighborhoods experience annual losses in busi-
ness revenue between $1.3 billion and $3.9 billion. This course will examine significance of African Ameri-
can capitalism, the socio-economic impact of African American entrepreneurial ecosystems and the strug-



gle for economic equity and equality in business development. We will study the early origins of Black Wall 
Street in several regions across the U.S. including the Greenwood district of Tulsa, OK, the Jackson Ward 
community in Richmond, VA, and Parrish Street in Durham, NC. We will also compare and contrast similar 
communities to areas within the Commonwealth of Kentucky by examining capitalism, social impact and 
the accompanying entrepreneurial mindsets that drive success, creativity and innovation within a firm 
and region. Students will create a blueprint for increasing the success of African American entrepreneurial 
ecosystems via incubators that improve the viability of a firm’s strategies, operations, unifying community 
practices and legal frameworks. Types of questions explored will include: 

• What events preceding the destruction of the Greenwood District in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1921, his-
torically known as one of the first black wall streets in the United States? 

• How can we prevent the eradication and undercapitalization of African American entrepreneurial 
ecosystems? 

• How have other similar-structured African American entrepreneurial ecosystems within the United 
States experienced similar turmoil and destruction (Parrish Street in Durham, NC; Jackson Ward in 
Richmond, VA; equine and farming communities in Lexington, KY)? 

• What philosophies, practices and policies contribute to the success and significance of African 
American entrepreneurial ecosystems? 

• What data and metrics are used to measure the combined effectiveness and efficiency of profit 
maximization and social impact for African American entrepreneurs? 

• How can colleges, corporations and communities partner with African American entrepreneurs, 
small business owners and nonprofit executives to create success and sustainable significance 
within firms and communities?

HON 201-004
Introduction to Appalachian Health

Dr. F. Douglas Scutchfield
In Person TBA

This course will examine the health problems and some of the health infrastructure of Appalachia generally 
and Kentucky specifically. It will examine the contributions of medical care, health behavior, social deter-
minants of health and special health problems in Appalachia. It will also provide some ideas for how best to 
address the health problems of the region.

HON 201-005
Health and Society

Dr. F. Douglas Scutchfield
In Person TBA

This course will provide students with the background and skills to undertake biological and population 
research in people, under the supervision of a faculty member. It will acquaint the student with information 
regarding literature reviews and the preparation of a research protocol and the introduction to a scientific 
paper, how to obtain and use statistical consultation. The student will be able to prepare a research proto-
col and obtain human subjects approval for research. The student will begin the preparation of a scientific 
manuscript, know how it is constructed and how to prepare for submission to a journal. There will be the 
opportunity to meet faculty involved in human subjects research, as well as for exposure to peer review 
processes and how to deal with reviewers’ comments.

HON 251: Honors In Social Sciences
The World as Human Network and Affairs: Courses in this category promote the understanding 



of individuals in the context of social interactions, groups and societies. The courses will focus on 
the subjective, intersubjective, and structural aspects of society, with the goal of helping students 
to enhance their understanding of the phenomenon that is human society. May be repeated up to 
six hours under a different subtitle.

HON 251-001
The Enemy Within - Culture and Human Health

Dr. Terry Stratton
T, Th 9:30-10:45

In Person DON 001

This seminar will acquaint students with the major social, cultural, and behavioral phenomena that affect 
our reactions to variations in our health.  Students will move from a knowledge of basic human universal 
psychological processes to the social and cultural factors shaping our perceptions of health.  With this con-
ceptual foundation, the rest of the semester will be spent investigating the impact of culture on health and 
health care. Concurrent with the conceptual material the use of Rapid Appraisal (RA) will be introduced and 
mastered. Four-student teams will select a condition/issue from a list of social/health issues immediate 
to their living group (dorm, apartment complex, fraternity/sorority house), e.g., intimate partner violence/
date rape, drugs, alcohol, etc.   These teams will then spend the rest of the semester researching/discuss-
ing their topic and conducting a Rapid Appraisal of it in a particular setting, and writing a “scope/solution” 
paper.  Each team’s product will be discussed and appraised by the rest of the group.  Assessment will focus 
on application and synthesis of concepts, with writing the focus of examinations and papers.  The following 
are some of the questions we will explore:

• How do we decide whether we are healthy/ill?
• Why is “normal” health culture-specific?
• How does culture influence human perception?
• How does culture contribute to disparities in health?
• How can Rapid Appraisal be used to assess a health issue?

HON 251-002 
Encountering Appalachia

Dr. Zada Komara
M, W, F 10:00-10:50 
In Person LWS 134

Appalachia is in many ways an imagined place. The region is ‘made’ through films, television shows, photo-
graphs, novels, and material objects. This economically, geographically, and socially diverse region stretch-
ing from New York to Mississippi is a land of imagination, a playground for hopes, desires, romanticization, 
condemnation, and exploitation. The relationship between representation and place is dialectical: we make 
representations of Appalachia as representations of Appalachia make the region. Representations can thus 
manifest a region of diversity, agency, empowerment, nuance, and even contradiction, or they can manifest 
a region of homogeneity, oppression, fatalism, stagnation, resignation, and despair. The majority of pop-
ular representations have constructed Appalachia through the latter. We encounter Appalachia through 
poverty photos, ‘hillbilly” reality television shows, horror movies, graphic novels, theme parks, and folk 
life exhibitions which have largely represented Appalachia as a cultural “other,” a simultaneously back-
wards yet potentially transgressive anomaly existing in opposition to the American mainstream. “Othering” 
the region’s people and places allows us to construct a land of inferiority, exceptionalism, and spectacle. 
But Appalachia must be encountered and thus constructed differently through this very same media. A 
crowdsourced documentary photo of a Black poet performing in rural West Virginia asks us to explore our 
assumptions that the region is white and uneducated. Indigenous foods on the menu of a four-star restau-
rant prod us to unpack the region’s ancient roots and contemporary changes. A graphic novel about a dis-
abled teenager and his non-binary friend manifest the real, complex, vibrant humanity we often deny the 



region. This course asks us to analyze how we know Appalachia by encountering representations ranging 
from the stereotypical to the radical. We will explore motivations and envision transformations through 
an interdisciplinary social science lens. We will perform visual, textual, and material analyses on a variety 
of media, including TV shows, movies, documentaries, photojournalism, art, graphic novels, video games, 
bodies, buildings, and landscapes. Projects include multi-media reflections, video and photographic docu-
mentary work, oral history, art, and a mini-ethnography. 
Course goals: 

• Deconstruct representations of Appalachia’s people and places across many media, from popular to 
scholarly. 

• Explore thematic elements in Appalachian representations through interdisciplinary perspectives, 
including the visual arts, literature, geography, anthropology, sociology, folklore, and popular cul-
ture studies. 

• Consider the implications of representation at large, particularly how media relates to identity, 
memory, agency, power, culture, history, and place around the globe. 

HON 251-003
How Do Muppets Talk? A Hands-In Introduction to Speech Perception

Dr. Kevin McGowan
T, Th 11:00-12:15

In Person LWS 134 

Every speech sound we make in every word we utter carries richly intertwined and dynamic cues to both 
linguistic meanings and social meanings. Listeners use this information in the voice to inform their ex-
pectations about who is talking, what they’re like, and even whether we like them. In this class we will use 
the Muppets to help us understand speech perception and speech perception to help us understand the 
Muppets. We will design and build our own Muppets and we will see how Muppeteers take advantage of 
our core human facility with social and linguistic meanings to build characters and tell stories. We will see 
how our ideas about age, race, gender, sexuality, size, color, and fluffiness are activated by different voices 
and body shapes to create believable personas from foam.

HON 252: Honors In Arts and Creativity
The creative process and its products and results are the focus of these Honors courses, and 
include but are not limited to, visual, verbal, musical, spatial, or kinesthetic forms of expression. 
Readings and final projects vary at the discretion of the faculty. May be repeated up to six hours 
under a different subtitle. 

HON 252-001
The Documentary Arts

Dr. Rebecca Howell
M, W, 3:00-4:15

Online 

In 1935, the United States federal government offered a most unusual relief response to The Great Depres-
sion: it hired artists. Photographers and writers were employed to travel the country and “document” the 
hidden, personal suffering of The Depression, especially in rural areas, especially throughout the South. 
Why was this a worthy investment in such an austere time?  Because it allowed the American people to be-
come well informed, not just with quantitative, but with qualitative data, with human experience, thereby 
invoking empathy and unity on a national scale. And so, an art form was born. In this class we will follow 
the form as it is developed throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, while applying both critical and creative 



practice to our study. Together we will ask questions about the power of words and pictures, the risks and 
responsibilities of representation, as well as how to see and share the stories that build our lives, our com-
munities, and our civic selves.  

• Is a documentary work of art “news”? “truth”? “fact”? Why? Why not? 
• How do pictures tell stories? How does the story change, depending on who is behind the camera/

pen and what they choose to leave in and out of the story? 
• Why were rural spaces and Southern spaces so essential to the development of this form? Why is 

“place” such a key character in this kind of storytelling? 
• How is the internet and especially social media changing the form? 
• How can the documentary arts teach us to responsibly engage stereotypes? cultural gaze? the ima-

gination? 
• How can creative research techniques support your primary field of study? Your personal mission 

statement? 

HON 252-002
Short-Form Literature and the Art of Meaning

Dr. Dustin Faulstick
M, W, F 12:00-12:50 
In Person DON 001

This course examines short stories, poems, nonfiction essays, and plays, focusing on how readers and writ-
ers navigate meaning in the world. The brevity of these forms asks readers to fill in gaps as they read and 
to imagine not only lives other than their own, but also the ways in which those lives have been shaped by 
factors lying outside of the narrated action. A guiding hypothesis of the course will be that reading encour-
ages more patient political reflection and spiritual growth than watching either Fox News or MSNBC. At its 
best, literature serves as a catalyst to provide more people more opportunities for justice and flourishing. 
A creative component of the course invites students to adapt the artistic styles and strategies advocated 
by course authors to produce their own literary artworks. The following questions will help to guide our 
conversations:

• What world circumstances—historical, social, and intellectual—influence the action of a literary 
text even when those circumstances are not referenced by the text itself?

• How have expectations for where we find meaning in the world changed as a result of new scientific 
discoveries and how have literary authors responded to those changes?

• What can visiting an art museum, listening to a piece of music, or reading about brain cognition 
contribute to our ability to closely observe, assess, and reflect on art?

• How does thinking about the fictional lives of characters help us to reflect on our own lives and the 
lives of others? Might we live differently after wrestling with literary texts?

• How does creating our own poems and short stories—imitating the styles of famous authors—aid in 
understanding literary complexity and the processes of creation?

HON 252-003
Twentieth Century Poetic Aesthetics

Dr. Dustin Faulstick
M, W, F 10:00-10:50
In Person DON 001

The twentieth century saw major historical, economic, scientific, religious, and political events shape 
the creation of literature and the arts. Turn-of-the-century scientific discoveries had many people 
wrestling with meaninglessness, which was accelerated by World War I. Some artists tried to replace, 
repair, or revive traditional sources of meaning, while others abandoned the idea of inherent meaning 



all together. Our course follows literary responses to the twentieth century and examines the relation-
ships between literary authors and other forms of art—especially painting and music. A creative com-
ponent of the course invites students to adapt the artistic styles and strategies advocated by our course 
authors to produce poems of their own. The following questions will help to guide our conversations:

• What historical, scientific, and philosophical events informed the development of twentieth-centu-
ry artistic movements, and how did twentieth-century culture evolve from previous time periods?

• How did place and proximity to other artists—for example, many US writers found inspiration in 
Paris, France—influence the development of literary styles?

• How did expectations for where we find meaning in the world change as a result of new scientific 
discoveries and how have literary authors responded to those changes?

• What can visiting an art museum, listening to a piece of music, or reading about brain cognition 
contribute to our ability to closely observe, assess, and reflect on art?

• How does creating our own poems—imitating the styles of famous authors—aid in understanding 
literary complexity and the processes of creation?

HON 252-004
Creative Nonfiction- Science and Nature Writing for Young Readers

Dr. Harry Levine III
T, Th 2:00-3:15 

Online

Effectively communicating the wonder of life and our universe to children requires special writing skills 
and a knack for explanation at just the right level for your audience. We will use the critique group peer 
process and etiquette to provide supportive suggestions in class to continually improve each student’s 
work-in-progress. Students will be guided through the writing process from conception, research, draft-
ing, critiquing feedback and editing, to submission. Submitting to magazine and book publishers will be 
described and techniques suggested for writing competitive queries, proposals, and synopses to make 
your work stand out. Information about local, regional, and national resources to help your writing will be 
provided. 

• How can creative storytelling be used to communicate complex concepts at an age-appropriate 
level?

• What is the K-12 Common Core Curriculum and how does it influence what and how you write for 
publication?

• Where do ideas come from and how can they be developed into an engaging story?
• Why is it important to have constant feedback on your work in progress?
• How can you make your queries, proposals, and synopses stand out to publishers?

Courses that Satisfy UK Core Inquiry in 
US Citizenship

EPE 301-007
Honors Education and American Culture

Dr. Eric Weber
Online

This course is designed for students from any major who are interested in questions about the nature and 
aims of education in American culture, as well as the history and present conditions of educational policy 
and its implementation. Assigned course materials will review what various thinkers and figures have tak-



en to be the purposes and best practices of education. Controversies covered in the course will include 
challenges posed by race, gender, and socio-economic differences, conflicts about religion and secularism 
in schools, disagreements about standards, testing, and vocational education, approaches to school dis-
cipline and the so-called “school-to-prison pipeline,” as well as the overarching theme of social mobility 
in democratic societies, which appears to be in decline today. The course requires field experience in the 
form of observations of education in action. Assignments will involve both scholarly research, analysis, and 
argumentation and the writing of public statements in accessible, plain language about research findings 
to enrich debate.

Courses that Satisfy UK Core Inquiry in the 
Global Dynamics

HIS 105-001
Honors History of Europe: Mid-17th Century to Present

Dr. Karen Petrone
Lecture: Th 11:00-11:50, Online

Recitation: T 2:00-2:50 In Person TBA

This course is a survey of the development of European politics, society, and culture from the Age of 
Absolutism to the present. It explores the ways in which Europeans amassed wealth in the 17th and 18th 
centuries, numerous political revolutions, the rise of democratic forms of government, nationalism,  indus-
trialization, imperialism, two devastating world wars, the stand-off between capitalism and communism in 
the Cold War, and the challenges of the post-Cold-War world

MUS 335-001
Exploring World Music and Ethnomusicology

Dr. Donna Kwon
T, Th 11:00-12:15 
In Person FA 107

This course will explore world music and learn some of the basic concepts and modes of ethnomusico-
logical study. The course will culminate in a group musical ethnography project that involves engaging 
with and documenting a local musician, scene or soundscape in the bluegrass region. We will employ 
ethnomusicological methodologies such as participant-observation, site-specific fieldwork, research and 
presentational ethnography. We will also explore digital audio and video documentation and editing and 
examine different modes of visual representation and documentary filmmaking in music. The culminating 
musical ethnography project will require sustained engagement with the group’s selected musical scene 
and students will be expected to become knowledgeable “experts” in their given areas who will then teach 
the rest of the class about these areas and contribute to our curriculum. In addition to these local musical 
scenes that we will explore through group work, we will also examine a few case studies of several global 
world music traditions through the frame of Thomas Turino’s four fields of music-making: participatory, 
presentational, high fidelity and studio audio art. The following questions will guide our conversations: 

• What is the meaning of music in our lives? 
• How does the study of semiotics enhance our understanding of the meaning of music? 
• What kind of musical research is afforded through ethnographic methodology? 
• What are the various forms that ethnography can take? What are some of the advantages or disadvan-

tages of each form? 
• What is “world music” and what kinds of “world music” in Lexington? Is this world music reflective of 

the cultural diversity of the region? 



• What kinds of music are seen to represent this region? What is included and excluded in this discourse?  
• In the realm of music-making in this region, how are local communities impacted by national and global 

trends and policies and how does the local impact the global and vice versa? 

PLS 103-003
Honors Plants, Soils, and People: A Global Perspective

Dr. Timothy Phillips
M, W, F 1:00-1:50 Thomas Poe Cooper Building 113

Few things are essential to human life, but food is one of them. What food people eat is determined by what 
they need to be healthy, what they want to eat (personal preference and culture), and what they have avail-
able or can afford to eat. Agriculture plays a vital role in human food security. Many experts feel the world is 
facing a food supply crisis. Knowledge and application of the principles of plant and soil sciences will have a 
dramatic effect on human food security, now and into the future, both locally and globally. However, these 
issues will also be impacted by future human population growth, urbanization, consumer preferences, hu-
man decisions regarding civic duties, and climate change.
Students successfully completing this course should leave with an understanding of the need to expand 
the world’s food supply in sustainable ways, the basic principles of plant and soil science and their applica-
tion to this problem, and their own potential role in determining our ability to meet this challenge.  
This course will examine and attempt to answer the following questions:  

• What factors drive human population trends, and how can food production meet the needs of in-
creasing numbers of people?  

• How have human societies developed over the past 10,000 years from the beginning of the Agri-
cultural Revolution up to the 21st century, and how has food availability affected the development 
process?  

• What do people around the world eat, and why?  
• What factors control crop growth and yield of food products, and how can these be managed to 

increase food availability?  
• How are food security and the sustainability of food production being addressed around the world?  

Honors Proseminar
An interdisciplinary course that offers an in-depth examination into a topic chosen by the in-
structor. HON 301 Proseminar uses an interdisciplinary approach to interrogate history, culture, 
and constructions of knowledge. The format of the seminar is discussion-based and student-cen-
tered. Throughout the semester, students will be responsible for leading assigned discussions in 
collaboration with their peers and/or professor. This course enhances critical and creative think-
ing skills through specialized projects, research, written assignments and/or oral presentations. 
May be repeated to a maximum of six hours. Prereq: At least two lower level Honors courses. 
Lewis Honors students only.

HON 301-001 
Genesis and Gender

Dr. Tara Tuttle
T, Th 11:00-12:15

In Person LWS 135

Religious narratives sometimes become embedded in a culture in ways that shape the experiences of those 
both inside and outside the religious communities from which they came. The account of Adam and Eve 



described in the first three chapters of the book of Genesis is one such story that has been deployed in di-
vergent ways over centuries to explain, justify, or resist beliefs about gender. Writers of political, religious, 
historical, and literary texts have challenged or defended gender-based customs by wielding Genesis 1-3 
in their assertions. Examining selected texts from early Christian writers such as Tertullian and Augustine, 
Reformation figures Calvin and Luther, abolitionists Sarah Grimké and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, contempo-
rary theologians Riffat Hassan and Phyllis Trible, and poets and novelists possibly including Milton, Hur-
ston, Hemingway, and Morrison, we will discover and discuss real and imagined communities that used this 
religious narrative to interpret their societies or to advocate for better ones. We will adopt an intersec-
tional approach and consider also how messages about race, ethnicity, and sexuality have been shaped by 
interpretations of Genesis 1-3, and we will consider how these verses still appear in ongoing debates about 
divisions of labor, civil rights legislation and activism, reproduction, relationships, and identities, including 
nonbinary, gender-nonconforming, and/or LGBTQIAP+ persons. Our collective inquiry will address the 
following questions:

• What do we know about gender and how do we know it?
• How do religious beliefs about gender shape communities?
• How does adherence to religious and social beliefs about gender affect inclusion in or exclusion from 

communities?
• How have understandings of Genesis 1-3’s implications for gender norms changed over time?
• What may we glean from our investigations of these changes as we navigate gender in our own lives?

HON 301-002
Evolution of Scientific Thought Regarding Infectious Diseases

Dr. Beth Garvy
M. W. F 11:00-11:50 
In Person LWS 135

The goal of this course is to introduce students to the scientific method through the historical context of 
solving some of the great infectious disease mysteries from the past 200 years. Students will be given short 
articles or book chapters, videos, or other media to review prior to or during class that will be the basis for 
each discussion topic. Students will discuss the challenges that existed for investigators at various points 
in history, and define the thought process that led to breakthroughs in our understanding of the causes of 
human bacterial and viral infections. Along the way, students will be introduced to important ethical ques-
tions in science including: Who should get credit for scientific discoveries? Should experiments be per-
formed on people without their consent? Should public health measures such as isolation or vaccination 
be forced upon individuals for the greater good? Are the way antibiotics are being used helpful or harmful? 
How has conflict contributed to infectious outbreaks? This class is appropriate for students in any field of 
study who have an interest in infectious diseases and/or history. Questions considered include:

• How did key historical events lead to acceptance of Germ Theory?
• How are hypotheses formulated and approaches designed to test the hypotheses?
• What technological breakthroughs have driven discovery of bacteria and viruses?
• How has scientific communication changed and how have these changes effected scientific and 

societal thought about infectious diseases?
• What issues have driven social policy surrounding infectious diseases?
• What are the current scientific and societal issues surrounding emerging infectious diseases?

HON 301-003
Law, Ethics and Entrepreneurship

Patrick Walker
T, Th 9:30-10:45 
Hybrid DON 003



How do entrepreneurs minimize conflicts in making decisions that are both legal and ethical as they max-
imize profit, comply with rules and regulations, and gain the trust of multiple stakeholders? This course 
addresses the legal and ethical issues most frequently encountered by entrepreneurs involved in start-ups 
and small, closely held or family businesses. Through the review of cased-based precedents, movie cri-
tiques, and documentaries, students will discuss  and debate the intersection of law and ethics applicable 
to complex disputes involving entrepreneurs as they make ethically responsible and legally permissible 
decisions that balance the interests of all stakeholders. Topics include jurisprudence, choice of business 
form, legal aspects of raising capital, taxation, dispute resolution, contracts, agency, torts, and intellectual 
property. The nature of the course by design includes broad topics and an interdisciplinary approach to 
exploring how law, ethics, and entrepreneurship have evolved together over time. Types of questions ex-
plored will include:

• What legal and ethical issues confront entrepreneurs who focus on innovation and raising capital 
to finance their ventures?

• How do entrepreneurs utilize the law to capture and create value while addressing legal issues and 
managing risk?

• What challenges do cryptocurrency regulation, cybersecurity, fintech, global transactions, arbitra-
tion and privacy create in the licensing and managing of intellectual property portfolios for entre-
preneurs?

HON 301-004
Terrorism: Communication and Organizational Science

Dr. Kim Stoltzfus
T, Th 9:30-10:45
Hybrid LWS 135

In this pro-seminar we examine modern, unprecedented forms of global, networked, and “dark” terrorism 
and the groups and organizations that specialize in it. Extensive time will be spent discussing historical, 
legal, psychological, sociological, organizational, and communication research with primary focus in the 
Middle East, Europe, Africa, Asia and the United States. However, a majority of the course will focus on 
learning and applying organizational science to equip students to analyze current terrorist organizations 
to get a sense of the work done “behind the scenes” to thwart potential attacks.

EPE 301-007/HON 301-005
Honors Education and American Culture

Dr. Eric Weber
Online

See Global Dynamics section for details - Students wishing to satisfy Global Dynamics requirements must 
enroll in EPE section.

Honors Service Learning and Community 
Engagement

A service- or community-based experience in the field under the supervision of a faculty member. 
May be repeated to a maximum of 30 credits. HON 399 courses will count towards the six hours 
of required Honors Experience.

HON 394-004
Applying Real World Project Management in Service to a Nonprofit



Dr. Kim Stoltzfus
T, Th 11:00-12:15 
Hybrid LWS 134

Students will participate in organized service-learning projects – funded, developed, and implemented by 
the students - that meet identified community assets and needs. To equip the students, course content 
includes lessons on project management, team-leadership, -building and -dynamics, and problem-solv-
ing. This course will also cover key knowledge of the context – non-profit organizations – which are often 
considered the most complex organizations as they have to manage a double bottom line – fiscal perfor-
mance as well as positive social impact.  These organizations require exceptional leader intelligence and 
commitment in addition to a passion to serve those in need. In teams and with non-profit point of contacts 
(and with the professor as a guide), the students will have the opportunity to develop and implement a 
small-scale ($100 cost limit) capacity-building solution to better serve a nonprofit’s mission. Students will 
have an opportunity to integrate meaningful community service with reflection and in-class instruction to 
reinforce ideas of civic and social responsibility while at the same time strengthening our community.  The 
content of this course can be used for any major and career with the aim of deepening student understand-
ing of how their skills and knowledge can apply to service. 

HON 399-002
Service Learning Salvation Army Clinic

Dr. F. Douglas Scutchfield
In Person TBA

This course is intended as a companion course for those who are working with the Salvation 
Army Clinic program in Kentucky. It will examine the character and issues inherent in dealing 
with homeless populations of individuals and families both nationally and locally. It will consider 
the impact of homelessness and its contribution to disease, the epidemiology of disease in this 
population and programs and activities to attempt to deal with the health problems of homeless 
populations.

Honors Departmental Sections
Honors Department Sections are taught by professors in their own departments. Thse classes 
have been enhanced for Honors students through increased interdisciplinary content, use of pri-
mary materials, writing and discussion intensity, incorporation of independent research, or other 
elements that aim to deeply devleop critical and analytical skills. These curses are typically avail-
able to Honors students at any level, unless there is an established prerequisite for the course. 
These courses are crafted to fulfill or complement major or minor requiremnets, but do not fulfuill 
UK Core requirements.

BIO 315-001
Honors Introduction to Cell Biology 

Dr. Edmund Rucker
Hybrid Lecture: T, Th 12:30-1:45 Thomas Hunt 109

Hybrid Laboratory: W 9:00-11:50 Thomas Hunt B0003

The structure and function of the cells will be considered. Emphasis will be placed on the ultrastructure of 
cell organelles and the molecules that compose them as a framework for understanding the mechanisms of 
cell activity. Weekly hands-on laboratory exercises will reinforce concepts and utilize experimental meth-
ods discussed in lecture. Class size will be limited to 20 students to encourage class discussion during 



regular lecture periods and during those devoted to discussions of primary literature articles. Some of the 
questions addressed by the course include:
• What components make-up cells?
• How is a cell able to maintain order in a universe naturally moving towards a state of disorder?
• How does the cell regulate its own reproduction?
• How do specific cell types carry out their distinct activities in a multicellular organism? 

PGY 412G-002
Honors Principles of Human Physiology

Dr. Ok-Kyong Park-Sarge
Online

Honors Principles of Human Physiology is a 4 credit course designed specifically for students of the Health 
Sciences and others who are interested in an in depth exposure to human physiology.   The objective of 
this course is to provide understanding of the basic physiological mechanisms of human body function and 
physiological integration of the organ systems to maintain homeostasis.  Students will be learning what 
the different organ systems do and how they contribute to the body’s homeostasis.  With this knowledge 
a student is challenged to form a general understanding of how the body functions in health and disease.  
Students will be guided and challenged to acquire critical thinking skills through the flipped classroom 
approach that allows students to review fundamental human physiological concepts and apply them to 
real-life scenarios.  Students will further advance their critical thinking and problem solving skills through 
interactive group discussion formats in tackling complex questions and clinical case studies.






