
Honors Thesis FAQs 2020.02.25 

Honors Thesis FAQs 
 

Q: Can my major capstone count toward this? Or how can I build off of my major capstone to complete this 
requirement?  

A: You can use a departmental course to fulfill your thesis requirement, instead of taking HON 491. You will 
need to submit an Honors Thesis proposal and indicate on the form which departmental course you would like to 
use. The experience must still be approved by a faculty member BEFORE you take the course. Every student will 
need to fill out an Honors Thesis proposal form; there are no longer any pre-approved options. 

Q: Does your thesis have to be completed in your major, or can it be in a minor or a completely separate interest?  
A: The Honors thesis should be an outgrowth of the student’s academic work, rooted in their chosen discipline, in 
most cases in the student’s major or minor. In cases where a student has multiple majors, minors, or 
interdisciplinary interests that are not captured in a major or minor, the student should work with their Honors 
academic advisor to identify a topic that is supported by their academic work. 

Q: How do we approach faculty members? 
A: The Office of Undergraduate Research can provide guidance on how to get started. Honors is also working on 
a Canvas module to help guide you through this process. You can also talk to your Honors advisor. 

Q: How do I find out what a thesis would be like for my major, especially when I’m interested in the HON 491 
option? 

A: The faculty in your major department should be able to help with what a thesis will look like from their 
discipline. You can also try searching in UKnowledge, where you can see the latest Masters Theses for the 
various disciplines. An Honors thesis would not be the same length or depth as a Masters Theses, but you can get 
ideas about what the possibilities could be. You may also find a professor working on a topic that interests you! 

Q: What if I want to take two semesters to complete my thesis? 
A: Your Honors thesis project can be completed with as few as 3 credits and as many as 6 credits. These credits 
can be taken over as many semesters as necessary. It depends on the size and scope of your project. 

Q: Is there scholarship money if I want to travel to do research for my thesis? 
A: The Honors College does have limited funds to help offset the costs of undergraduate research. Check out: 
https://www.uky.edu/honors/grants-and-awards. 

Q: Does my thesis have to be published? 
A: Your Honors thesis must be publishable, but does not need to be published. We would like for your Honors 
Thesis to align with the formatting requirements for UKnowledge, however; there can be instances where your 
faculty advisor does not want the final product published. They may want to publish the same material in a 
scholarly journal, so you would still have a publication. They may also want to wait if your Honors thesis includes 
intellectual property that your faculty member would like to protect. In this case, you would be able to publish 
your Honors thesis after the intellectual property has been protected. 

Q: What if I want to publish my thesis as an article?  
A: That would be ideal, but not required! 

Q: What if I’m in a Fine Arts major? How will my Honors thesis look different? 
A: In fine arts the final performance or artwork would serve as the presentation and the written 
document would provide an explanation of or reflection on the creative process followed, demonstrating 
the information literacy of the student. With a full recital, the written document could be program notes, 
while a lecture recital would require a more extended paper. Fine Arts students will generally take their 
(TA 490, A-S 490, etc.) and the three-credit hour HON 491 course together in the same semester 
because Fine Arts Senior projects tend to be 0 or 1 credit hour courses as currently designed.  
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Q: Can research be conducted through/at another institution for my UK thesis? 
A: The research must take place at UK with a UK faculty mentor. A portion of the research may be done off 
campus, but it must be directed by a UK faculty member. 

Q: If I’m taking BIO 398, how do I send a proposal in at the end of the prior semester since I won’t have a syllabus 
or have met with the professor yet? 

A: BIO 398 will operate similar to BIO 395, but will include a more substantial writing requirement that fulfills 
the GCCR requirement. For BIO 398 and 395 you are encouraged to turn in a proposal well before the semester 
starts. 


