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HON 151: Honors In Humanities
HON 151-001

Medicine in World History
Dr. Timothy Minella

December 14-January 10
Online Asynchronous 

This course examines the world history of medicine from ancient times to the present. From our modern 
perspective, it is common to judge medical practices of the past (and of some societies) as ineffective at 
best and harmful at worst. Instead of adopting this presentist perspective, we will seek to understand med-
icine in historical context. In analyzing medicine historically, we will gain a broader perspective from which 
to examine critically the practices of medicine in the present. Topics will include theories of disease; the 
relationships between medicine and other sciences; gender and race in the practice of medicine; and the
professionalization of medicine.

• How has the practice of medicine changed over time, and why?
• What are the relationships between culture and medicine?
• In comparing the practices of medicine of different cultures and civilizations, what are the import-

ant similarities and differences, and what explains these similarities and differences?
• How has the relationship between medicine and the other sciences changed over time, and why?
• How has medicine developed as a profession over time?



HON 151-002
The Ethics of Food
Dr. Daniel Kirchner

December 14-January 10
Online Asynchronous 

Eating is our most basic and common ethical action, and yet, despite our familiarity with the notionthat 
“we are what we eat”, decisions about what we eat are rarely evaluated in ethical terms. In thiscourse, we 
will consider the question of the role our values ought to play in decisions about what weeat, and the sorts 
of implications those decisions have to shape the world around us. Our approachwill be critical: we will 
learn the standard ethical theories and then look at the data provided byvarious reports about our food, 
its production, consumption and associated effects and implications. *What do the ethical theories have 
to contribute toward evaluating our food systems?*Do they offer frameworks for arguing that we ought to 
think about our food in a particular way?*Do they require changes in our production and/or consumption 
of food?

• In comparing the practices of medicine of different cultures and civilizations, what are the import-
ant similarities and differences, and what explains these similarities and differences?

• How has the relationship between medicine and the other sciences changed over time, and why?
• How has the practice of medicine reflected and constructed notions of race and gender throughout 

history? 



HON 251: Honors In Social Sciences
HON 251-001

Modern Material Culture and the Archaeology of Us
Dr. Zada Komara

December 9-December 30
Online M-F 11:00-12:00 

Material culture- the human-crafted physical component of everyday social life- is all around us. The giant 
buildings that loom on campus, the foods you eat, and your hairstyle are all entangled in the constitution 
of your social worlds. You use material things to negotiate your desires and your development of self, but 
these things are not flat reflections of pre-existing identities or the fabric of our society. We worry in the 
age of consumer goods that embracing material culture renders us shallow or powerless, but this class 
probes everyday objects to analyze how they are integral to the fundamental experience of being human. 
We will probe the technological, social, and ideological meanings caught up in material things, the politics 
of culture embedded in their use, and the way in which they shape who we are and who we wish to be. We 
will consider material culture from all over the world, including Barbie dolls, bumper stickers, the H2 Hum-
mer, vintage clothing, bottled water, anti-homeless park benches, graffiti, tattoos, Tupperware, Coca Cola, 
and the ruins of atomic testing sites, among many other material forms. Material culture is an excellent 
entry into exploring gender, race, class, sexuality, age, occupation, and all other facets of human social life. 
This is a class about “stuff” exploring the stuff of humanity, from the intimate scale to beyond.  
• What is material culture?  
• How have we studied “the material” in the social sciences, philosophy, literature, the arts, and other 

forms of inquiry?  
• How is material culture entangled in the active constitution of self and society?  
• How has the rise of modern consumer goods changed the way we negotiate our identities?  
• What can we learn from an “archaeology of us?” 



HON 251-001
Archaeology of Ancient Israel

Dr. Eric Welch
December 9-January 7
Online Asynchronous

Explore the archaeology, art, sites, and monuments of ancient Israel from the Neolithic Period to the Per-
sian Period. Special topics will include the peoples of the area, nomadism, urbanization, state formation, 
the kingdoms of ancient Israel and their military and political engagement with the surrounding nations. 

HON 252: Arts and Creativity



HON 252-001
Other(ed) Voices of the Beat Generation

Dr. Tara Tuttle
December 9-January 7
Online M-F 10:00-12:00 

This course will examine concepts of gender, race, and sexuality as understood, constructed, and contest-
ed in the texts produced by Beat Generation writers.  Though we will touch on the big three figures of the 
movement—Kerouac, Ginsberg, and Burroughs—more attention will be paid to marginalized writers of the 
Beat experience who have garnered less critical attention.  We will contemplate the formation of a Beat 
aesthetic and a Beat canon while noting the biases and assumptions reified by Beat writers, and we will 
examine the critical afterlife of Beat Generation texts. We will also engage in writing exercises that employ 
a Beat spirit.



HON 301: Proseminar
HON 301-001

Batman: The Caped Entrepreneur
Patrick Walker

December 9-January 7
Online M-Th 9:00-12:00 

For over 80 years, Batman has portrayed an iconic billionaire superhero, vigilante and symbol of justice in 
international media, with a franchise generating over $28.6 billion USD in revenue. In this course, students 
will explore the long history of the Caped Crusader – studying the various dimensions of Batman and his 
methodology as a crime fighter, entrepreneur, and humanitarian while navigating the complexities of law, 
wealth, and social justice. Students will form teams to evaluate entrepreneurial principles from video, film, 
news articles and scholarly journals that provide a glimpse into parts of the Dark Knight’s entrepreneurial 
world not commonly explored in popular culture. There will be no quizzes, no exams, nor a required text 
for this class. The instructor will feature excerpts from the book “The Caped Crusade: Batman and the Rise 
of Nerd Culture.” 

Although Batman is a superhero without superpowers, he works with Lucius Fox, CEO, and President of 
Wayne Enterprises and the Wayne Foundation, to engineer a variety of tools for his operations, which he 
and others commonly refer to as Bat-Tech. Similarly, student teams will collaborate to define and design 
their own B.A.T.T.E.C.H – a project of their own choice relating to Batman’s overarching vision for society. 
Teams will deliver the final project in the form of a live pitch before the UK Lewis Honors College, UK Of-
fice of Technology Commercialization, and UK Institute for the Study of Free Enterprise. The team with 
the highest score will receive funding to own and commercialize their technology.

This course will utilize several entrepreneurial research design methods and will prepare Lewis Honors 
College students for Independent Research and/or the Senior Honors Capstone in their respective de-
partment or field of study.


