
UK Education Abroad Diversity Series 

UK Gay/Straight Alliance & OUTsource
ukgsaoutsource.wordpress.com

UK.LGBTA@gmail.com

Office of LGBTQ* Resources
301 Blazer Hall

www.uky.edu/Diversity/LGBTQ

Office for Institutional Diversity
311 Main Building
uky.edu/diversity
vpid@uky.edu

UK Education Abroad
315 Bradley Hall

859.257.4067
uky.edu/educationabroad

educationabroad@uky.edu

First Steps Info Sessions
Mondays & Tuesdays at 4pm

Wednesdays & Thursdays at 3pm
207 Bradley Hall

ResourcesOur Commitment to diversity

Sexual Orientation
and Education Abroad

UK Education Abroad is committed to UK’s values of diversity 
and inclusion. A broad range of perspectives, experiences and 

backgrounds inherent in diverse communities creates a rich 
learning environment from which all 

students can benefit.

Diversity Scholarship &
UK Office of LGBTQ* Resources Scholarship

Diversity Scholarship:
Must be used on an International Studies Abroad (ISA) and 

Academic Programs International (API) program. Students have 
two years from awarded date to use the scholarship. Award 

amount: $2,500 and $5,000. For more information, visit 
uky.edu/international/diversityscholarship.  

UK Office of LGBTQ* Resources Scholarship:
Students must complete a scholarship application submitted 

to Lance Poston in 302 Blazer Hall, no electronic applications. 
Award amount: $1,000. Applications due March 31. For more 

information visit, www.uky.edu/international/LGBTQ.



Sexual Orientation Abroad

It is important that you are aware of and consider the 
implications of being identified as gay, lesbian, bisexual or 

transgendered in the host culture and how being “out” might 
impact interactions. You are going abroad to experience a 
different way of life, and with that comes the opportunity to 

explore your sexual orientation in a new context. 

Do you anticipate “coming out” during this experience abroad? 
Do you want to connect with local LGBTQ* organizations or 

support services while abroad? Think about how you will answer 
questions about your sexual orientation in the language of your 

host country.

Preparing to study abroad

Before you leave the U.S., we encourage you to learn as much 
as possible about the country where you plan to study. Cultures 
vary in terms of how sexuality and sexual identity are defined 
and understood. You are encouraged to explore and research 
the cultural, legal and social issues relevant to the host culture. 

It is wise to consider the cultural norms of friendship and dating 
for relationships between people of any sexual orientation.  Are 
you interested in talking with other students who have studied 

abroad about general attitudes toward LGBTQ* persons? Speak 
with your UK Education Abroad advisor so that we can assist 

you in gathering the information you need. 

Returning home

Preparing for your return home is just as important as preparing 
for your departure. Before you return to the United States it is 

helpful to consider how changes in your self-identity may affect 
your relationships with family and friends. Give thought to what 
you have gained from your program. What have you learned 

while abroad and how will you use this knowledge in the future? 

Are you interested in sharing your 
#seeblueabroad story? 

UK Education Abroad always welcomes student articles, 
photographs and/or video submissions to our blog, enKompass, 

and our social media. Send submissions to 
educationabroad@uky.edu with your name, your program’s title/

dates and a short description. 

Education Abroad at
University of Kentucky@EAatUK @ukyabroad@ukyabroad@ukyedabroad


