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Overview

• Kentucky challenges/burden of cancer

• Accomplishments/growth after National Cancer Institute (NCI) Designation

• “Destination site” for Kentuckians with cancer

• Leader in precision oncology treatments

• Future vision
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Kentucky Challenges

Cancer

Infection 
(HPV & HCV)

Smoking

Poverty

Obesity

Appalachian County Economic Status
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Significant Burden of Cancer in Kentucky

Age-adjusted cancer incidence rates, 2010-2014

All Cancers Lung Colorectal Cervical

U.S. 452.1 61.2 39.8 7.5

Kentucky† 521.1 95.3 50.0 8.7

† Kentucky vs. U.S.

Age-adjusted cancer mortality rates, 2010-2014

All Cancers Lung Colorectal Cervical

U.S. 166.1 44.7 14.8 2.3

Kentucky† 201.5 69.6 17.2 2.8

† Kentucky vs. U.S.

Cancer incidence and mortality are highest in Appalachia

1st in the nation 

in overall cancer 

mortality rate

Age-adjusted cancer incidence rates, 2010-2014

All Cancers Lung Colorectal Cervical

U.S. 452.1 61.2 39.8 7.5

Kentucky† 521.1 95.3 50.0 8.7

Appalachian Kentucky* 538.5 108.9 55.1 10.2

† Kentucky vs. US; *Appalachian vs. Non-Appalachian KY

Age-adjusted cancer mortality rates, 2010-2014

All Cancers Lung Colorectal Cervical

U.S. 166.1 44.7 14.8 2.3

Kentucky† 201.5 69.6 17.2 2.8

Appalachian Kentucky* 226.1 82.4 20.2 3.3

1st in the nation 

in incidence rate 

for all cancer sites
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Markey Cancer Center (MCC) NCI Designation Path

July 12, 2013
MCC became the 

68th NCI-designated 

cancer center 

in the U.S. 

July 2013

Awarded initial 

designation (5 years)

July 2018

Successful renewal 

(5 years)

October 3, 2022 

Application for 

Comprehensive Status

February 7, 2023 

Site visit for 

Comprehensive Status 

Status
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What Achieving NCI Designation Has Meant To Kentucky
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MCC Impact

CANCER CARE

Patients from 

120/120
Kentucky counties

in 2020

CLINICAL TRIAL ACCRUALS

Individuals enrolled from 

105/120
Kentucky counties

in 2020

MCC NETWORK SITES

~47% of all new cancer 

cases in KY (2020) were 

directly or indirectly cared 

for by MCC

19 MCC Affiliate Sites

CANCER CARE

Patients from 

120/120
Kentucky counties

in 2020

CLINICAL TRIAL ACCRUALS

Individuals enrolled from 

98/120
Kentucky counties

in 2020

MCC NETWORK SITES

~47% of all new cancer 

cases in Kentucky (2020) 

were directly or indirectly 

cared for by MCC

19 MCC Affiliate Sites
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CANCER CARE FOR THE COMMONWEALTH

MCC: The “Destination” Cancer Hospital for Kentucky

RANKED IN THE TOP 50 BEST HOSPITALS FOR 

CANCER CARE FOR 6 STRAIGHT YEARS



RANKED IN THE TOP 50 BEST HOSPITALS FOR 

CANCER CARE FOR 6 STRAIGHT YEARS

MCC: The “Destination” Cancer Hospital for Kentucky with Cancer
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CANCER CARE FOR THE COMMONWEALTH

No Kentuckian Needs to Leave the 

State for World-Class Cancer Care
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Focus on Early Drug Development and Genomic Medicine

• MCC Precision Medicine Clinic (PMC) state-of-the art facility for complex biomarker-based trials 
and early drug development (opened Fall 2017)

• From 01/01/21 to 10/04/22, Markey’s PMC provided:

• 20 Investigator-initiated trials of novel agents or combinations

• 42 Industry-sponsored trials of novel agents or combinations

• 43 Cooperative group trials of novel agents or combinations 
through the NCI’s Experimental Therapeutics Clinical Trials 
Network

• 326 patients enrolled to PMC Trials (2021-2022)

• 56% from Appalachia

• PMC is bringing national clinical trials to our patients and 

is the only place in Kentucky these trials are available
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The Story of Bob
• Bob is a 47-year-old who has never smoked. In 2013, he is diagnosed 

with lung adenocarcinoma with brain metastasis: Life expectancy 12 
months

• Bob begins chemotherapy and radiation
• November 20, 2013, FDA approves crizotinib for anaplastic lymphoma kinase 

(ALK)-positive metastatic NSCLC 

• In March 2014, he is found to have an EML4-ALK fusion and begins 
crizotinib

• In Jan. 2017, he progresses. MCC Molecular Tumor Boar (MTB) 
recommends ceritinib, and he has another 16-month response to 
ceritinib

• In May 2019, he progresses again and the MCC MTB recommends 
participation in a clinical trial

• In 2020, he welcomes his first grandchild

Bob’s survival with stage 4 lung cancer = 52 months and counting 
Chemo 6 mo Crizotinib 18 mo Ceritinib 16 mo Clinical Trial 12 months
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PMC patient volumes have tripled since opening in late 2017

• Chairs are overbooked most days of the week

• Patients routinely moved to overflow areas for infusions

• Will soon reach a point that we will not be able to handle the volume due to 
space constraints
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Spaces Have Not Kept Up With Growth

New technologies 

and advances in science 

and

exponential increases 

in patient volumes

required Markey’s footprint 

to expand to

six different sites

creating undue stress 

on our patients, burdening our 

staff and resulting in barriers 

to collaboration and efficiency
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Markey Cancer Center Advanced Ambulatory Building

• All cancer services co-located

• Multi-disciplinary clinics

• Laboratory

• Imaging

• State-of-the art expanded 

precision medicine clinic

• >400% increase in current 

precision medicine footprint
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Future Vision

• Achieving Comprehensive Cancer 

Center status by the National Cancer 

Institute

• Significantly improving patients’ 

experiences by consolidating 

services into a new advanced 

ambulatory care center 

• Continued growth to fulfill our critical 

mission of “Conquering Cancer in 

the Commonwealth”



QUESTIONS



PROPOSED SITE PLAN 

AND RENDERINGS



PROPOSED SITE PLAN

• Two buildings with connector

• Parking for first building and future 

building

• Property can accommodate 

buildings up to a combined 

1,000,000 square feet 



RENDERING OF FIRST BUILDING WITH POTENTIAL SHELLED FLOORS



RENDERINGS OF FIRST BUILDING WITH POTENTIAL SHELLED FLOORS WITH STACKING 



APPROVAL NEEDED - FCR 13



QUESTIONS


