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University of Kentucky
Police Department 

(UKPD)
• Police Officers (64)
• Civilian-Administrative (17)
• Dispatch (12)
• Security (98)
• Total Employees (191)
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UKPD 

• 22 weeks of police academy training 
• 16 weeks of training at UKPD
• 40 hours of annual in-service training
• Nine graduates of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigations (FBI) National Academy 
• All officers equipped with body cameras
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Bluegrass and Central Kentucky 
Unified Police Protection 

System (BACKUPPS)
• Formed by an inter-jurisdictional agreement 

under KRS 65.240
• One of the original 26 agencies and only 

university at the time
• Allows jurisdictional authority for sharing of 

personnel and resources
• Current membership (63 agencies) 
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BACKUPPS Map
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Partnerships

• FBI-Joint Terrorism Task Forces (JTTF)
• Kentucky State Police
• Lexington Police
• Louisville Metro Police
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Campus Security Project

• Approved by the Board at its June 2012 
meeting 

• Estimated scope of $4,800,000
• Project completion time of 36 months
• Four components
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• Implement a video management system and 
install cameras

• Incorporate access control system into 
buildings

• Consolidate identification (ID) badge 
operations

• Implement early warning notification system

Component Parts
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• Quick resolution to recent crimes
• Increased awareness to enhance safety
• Broader coverage for emergency notifications
• Assists facilities management
• Develops a campus security standard for all 

new buildings
• “One card” concept 

Benefits
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• 86 buildings now on access control 
– Original project was 25

• Over 80,000 cards issued since transition to 
“one card”concept

• Maxwell Street corridor project scheduled to 
begin next month 
– Cameras & emergency phones

Campus Security Project
(Current Status)
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• Consolidated campus and UK HealthCare ID operations 
developing the “one card”

Identification
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Exterior Notification
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• Emergency action plans-campus buildings
• Emergency operation plans for large events
• CLERY/Minger Act compliance and reporting
• Business continuity planning
• Hazard mitigation plan & Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) projects 
• UK Alert and emergency communications 
• Emergency Operations Center 
• Emergency response training and exercises 

Crisis Management and 
Preparedness Responsibilities
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UK Alert
• The University operates an emergency 

message notification system for the purpose of 
delivering subscription based emergency 
messages to the campus community

• Triggered by an event that is currently 
occurring on campus or is considered an 
immediate threat to campus safety
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UK Alert Enrollment

• 59,665 currently enrolled 
• All University students, staff, and faculty are 

automatically registered into email notification 
with their official University email address 
(uky.edu) 

• Text messaging & voice call are optional
• 58% or 34,407 selected the optional 

registration for text message notification. 
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Modes of Delivery
• Campus voice over internet protocol (VOIP) 

(6,131)
• Fire integration panels (17)

– Located in all new construction & some recently renovated 
buildings

• Twitter (85,000)
• Facebook (400,000)
• Campus web page (uky.edu)
• Blue emergency phone towers (exterior notification) 

– 90% coverage of campus
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• Virtual patrol of campus
• Implementation of desktop notification software
• Live streaming in-car and body cameras for officers 
• Holster and body armor alerts
• Dynamic dispatching utilizing global positioning 

system (GPS) technology
• Continued focus on improving preparedness for 

known and no-notice events

Future Goals
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UK Alert 4 Year Comparison

Incident 2013 2014 2015 2016
Gas Leak 2 2 5 2
Livestock Loose - - 1 -
Shots Fired - 1 4 3
Weather 1 5 4 2
Power Outage - 1 - -
Robbery - 3 1 2
Haz Mat 1 - - -
Explosion - - 1 -

Location
On Campus 4 12 12 8
Off Campus-Leased - - 2 -

Off Campus (near) - - 2 1

Total 4 12 16 9

22



Campus Wide Radio Project

• Prior Public Safety radio system 23 years old
• Not Compliant with P25 standards
• New radio system upgrade will unite all campus 

radio systems into a single system
• Implementation underway (35% complete)
• Projected completion date of January 2019
• Enables inter-communication with Lexington 

Public Safety radio system
• Future coverage expansion to include partnerships 

with Madison and Scott Counties 
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 An Equal Opportunity University

Access Controlled Facilities
Original Project Additions Current Projects

Student Center Anderson Hall Jewell Hall Law Renovation

Main Building Aramark Dining Locations Johnson Hall RB2

Whitehall Classroom Building Arts/Visual Studies Kirwan Tower, I‐IV Baseball

William T. Young Library Behavioural Health Kroger Field Joe Craft Center

Thomas Hunt Morgan Building Blanding Tower, I‐IV Lewis Hall PKS2

Ingels Hall Blazer Dining Lexmark Building McVeigh Hall

Baldwin Hall Blazer Hall MI King Hardymon

Smith Hall Boyd Hall Move Well CNS S. Broadway

Roselle Hall Commons Office Nutter Training Center Lafferty Hall

Funkhouser Building Confusion Institute Patterson Hall Pence Hall

Memorial Hall Creative Arts Post Office Student Center

Paterson Office Tower Donovan Hall Poundstone

Safety and Security Building Early Childhood Learning Soccer

Chemistry‐Physics Building Emergency Operations Center Softball

College of Law Fine Arts The 90

Veterinary Diagnostics Lab Football Training Center Thomas Poe Cooper House

UK HealthCare Pavillion A Gatton UFlats

UK Good Samaritan Gluck Equine Research Woodland Glenn I

Todd Building Golf House Woodland Glenn II

Biomedical/Biological Sciences Research Building Greek Houses (5) Woodland Glenn III

Health Sciences Research Building GTRI Projects  Woodland Glenn IV

Sanders‐Brown Center on Aging Haggin Hall Woodland Glenn V

Multi‐Disciplinary Science Building Holmes Hall

Charles T. Whethington Honors

UK Chandler Hospital Jacobs Science
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