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I.

Course Description
This course will examine the research on intimate partner violence, mental health, and
substance abuse among women. Clinical and legal interventions will also be discussed.
Although knowledge of at least basic statistics would be helpful, it is not required for this
class.

II.

Course Objective
The objective of this course is to better understand intimate partner violence victimization and
substance use and abuse among victims as well as interventions.

III.

Course Outline

TOPICS
Section I. Introduction and overview
Section II. Victimization manifestation and vulnerability
factors
Section III. Lifestyle factors
Section IV. Social factors
Section V. Internal contextual factors
Section VI. Justice system options and responses
Section VII. Clinical intervention effectiveness
Section VIII. Conclusions
Section IX. Student project presentations
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WEEKS
1-2
3-4
5-6
7-8
9-10
11-12
13-14
15
16

IV. Course Requirements and Grading
Pretest/posttest:
The pretest/posttest will comprise 10% of your class grade. This will be an open-ended in
class survey of your knowledge of the major concepts covered in the class. You must make sure your
answers are readable and complete rather than brief.
Reaction papers:
Reaction papers will comprise 30% of the grades. Reaction papers will be a minimum of 5
double spaced pages written about your reactions to a chosen aspect of each topic. Although the
writing style will be informal (non-scientific) these papers must be typed and professionally written.
These papers must be based on research articles about the chosen aspect of the specific topic of
interest. They must include overview/summary of selected topic, strengths and weaknesses of chosen
research articles on the topic or areas of strengths and weaknesses regarding the topic, critical
thinking, paper summary, and implications for practice and research. Although the style can vary
from what is suggested below, each of the sections should be addressed. These sections are to be
clearly denoted and research articles used to write these papers must be referenced and attached to the
paper. The suggested paper outline is:
REACTION PAPER OUTLINE
Title of overall reaction paper
Your name
Class
Overview/summary of chosen topic
Strengths of knowledge gained
Weaknesses
Critical thinking (to include why you chose this
topic as well as other critical thoughts)
Summary
Implications for research
Implications for practice
List of articles used to write the paper
Attach copies of articles
Class Discussion:
Class participation will comprise 30% of the grades. Students are expected to participate in
all class discussions fully. This class is not a lecture class but rather an experiential learning process.
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Projects:
Project papers and presentations will comprise 30% of the class grades. Project papers will be
at least 15 pages double spaced. Projects are chosen by each student, but must be different than what
other students are doing. Project proposals must be turned in by week 5 and agreement on the student
projects must be obtained by week 6. It is strongly suggested that students begin working on these
projects immediately, however, the project topic and methodology should be approved by the
instructor before work on the project actually begins. Below are some example projects, however, the
student may propose a project of their own for approval:
PROJECT EXAMPLES
Interview, analyze and discuss business policies on intimate partner violence and work
Track, in one or more newspapers over the entire period of the class, articles about partner violence,
analyze them for trends, and write up the overview/overall summary
Interview and critically analyze programs that specifically address intimate partner violence
Design and conduct a small research study
Watch movies related to intimate partner violence (with substance use when possible) and analyze
them for treatment of rape and/or domestic violence content (Cannot including any movies used in
class).
Write a short story depicting a woman experiencing intimate partner violence victimization using the
concepts discussed in class
Put together a resource inventory of resources in one county for women experiencing partner
violence (must use specific methodology for this)
Do an experiential process evaluation of a service for women experiencing intimate partner violence
(and/or substance use) using a specific methodology.
Write a literature review paper (e.g., differences in outcomes between intimate partner violence rape,
acquaintance rape, and stranger rape; review the literature on perpetrators of partner violence;
review of research on partner violence among special populations such as homeless, severely
mentally ill, gay/lesbian; review research on mutual partner violence).
Writing projects are all expected to be typed, readable and professional. Grading will be based on
content as well as writing ability.

V.

Course Materials
A.
•
•
•

Materials to consult:
Any basic research methods text
American Psychological Association (2001). Publication Manual, 5th Ed.
Washington, D.C: APA
The following periodicals may also be good sources for related research:
Violence and Victims
Violence Against Women
Journal of Family Violence
Violence and Aggression
Trauma, Abuse, and Violence
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ATTENDANCE
As this is a graduate level course, you are expected to attend class and be prepared to discuss the
required readings. If you have a university excused absence you should notify the instructor prior to
the class, when possible. Each unexcused absences will result in 5% reduction in the final grade for
the course.
UNIVERSITY POLICY ON PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING PLAGIARISM and CHEATING are
serious academic offenses. The minimum penalty for those academic offenses is final grade E in the
course.
The University regulations pertaining to this matter can be found at
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/ Of particular relevance is Part II, SELECTED RULES OF
THE UNIVERSITY SENATE GOVERNING ACADEMIC RELATIONSHIPS, Section 6.3 that can
be found at http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/ Code/part2.html
These rules in particular say: PLAGIARISM All academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by
students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is expected to be the result of their own
thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where students feel unsure about a question of
plagiarism involving their work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on the matter before
submission.
When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgment of
the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism.
Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else's work, whether it be published article, chapter of a
book, a paper from a friend or some file, or whatever. Plagiarism also includes the practice of
employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a student submits as his/her
own, whoever that other person may be. Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with
an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work is done, it must be done by the student, and the
student alone. When a student's assignment involves research in outside sources or information, the
student must carefully acknowledge exactly what, where and how he/she has employed them. If the
words of someone else are used, the student must put quotation marks around the passage in question
and add an appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the
organization, content and phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall
apply to those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public domain.
6.3.2 CHEATING Cheating is defined by its general usage. It includes, but is not limited to, the
wrongfully giving, taking, or presenting any information or material by a student with the intent of
aiding himself/herself or another on any academic work which is considered in any way in the
determination of the final grade. Any question of definition shall be referred to the University
Appeals Board.
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