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UK ENG 281: Introduction to Film 
 

Summer II 2011 on-line Distance Learning course, June 9-August 4 
Instructor: Dr. Alan Nadel  

email: amnade2@email.uky.edu (preferred) 
Office: 1361 POT     

Phone: (O) 257-1519 
Teaching assistant: XXX (primary contact person) 

 

Goals/objectives 

The purpose of this course is to examine a selection of films as a means of understanding and analyzing the thematic and 

stylistic aspects of films in general and as a way of examining how they are products of their specific cultural moment and 

circumstances. The objectives of this course conform to the General Education “Inquiry in the Humanities” guidelines for 

which this class gives credit. Students will learn the basics of film criticism and interpretation; they will practice differing 

strategies of critical viewing; and they will produce analytical writing about film. Students will also gain knowledge and 

basic literacy in the terms, categories, and history of film, which will be assessed regularly through quizzes, exams, and on-

line recitations. 

 
Texts 

Brodwell, David, and Kristin Thompson. Film Art: An Introduction., 9
th

  Edition. 

 

Films 

The Wizard of Oz, Citizen Kane, Fresh, American Movie, Modern Times, A Night at the Opera, Sicko, Duck Amuck, 

Ceremony, The Hand, Singin’ in the Rain, Blow-Up, The Graduate, His Girl Friday, North by Northwest, Matewan, The 

Searchers. These films can be acquired through Netflix and also will be available through streaming. 

 

Lectures  

There will be 14 lectures available through streaming, ranging from 60 to 75 minutes each.  

 

Quizzes  

In order to view the lecture, you will first need to take an on-line short-answer test based on the assigned reading. If you get 

an answer wrong, you will get a second opportunity to answer the question; if you get it wrong again, you will have a third 

opportunity, after which you will be given a new question. In order to view the lecture, you need 5 correct answers. Each 

correct answer is worth 6 points; each incorrect attempt is worth –1 point. You may refer to your textbook and notes to 

answer the questions, but each quiz will have a 20-minute time limit. If you fail to get 5 points you may take a second quiz 

(which will repeat some questions from the first quiz and also include some new questions); on the second quiz, each 

correct answer is worth 4 points, and each incorrect attempt is worth –1 point. The score from the second quiz will replace 

the score from the first quiz. Maximum total from quizzes: 420 points. 

 

Exams 

There will be a mid-term exam and a final. Each will have 6 questions or identifications that can be answered in a 

substantial paragraph and 2 longer essays. The paragraph-length questions will be based on the lecture material; the essays 

will require your demonstrating that you can discuss the films in terms of the concepts introduced in the lectures. You can 

take each exam in four sessions separate on-line sessions (40 minutes each for two sets of 3 short questions; 80 minutes for 

each long essay.) The exam segments will be available on line within a 4½-day window, and you can take each segment at 

your convenience within that period.  Each exam in worth 200 points. 

 

Paper 

You will be required to write a 900-word papers analyzing an assigned segment from one of the films we have discussed. 

The segment, running between two and four minutes will be available on-line seven days before the assignment is due. The 

paper is worth 200 points.    
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On-Line Recitations  

At least every other week you will be expected to post one question or comment about a film under discussion and to 

respond to one posting by another member of the class. You will receive between 2 and 7 points each week that you post, 

based primarily on the quality of your comments and secondarily on the quantity. You will receive -12 points for each 2-

week period in which you fail to post. Regular standards of civility and academic decorum will be enforced in these on-line 

recitations. Maximum range of points for postings: + 56 to –48  

 

Grading  

890 or more points = “A”;  795 - 890 = “B”;  705 - 795 = “C”;  620 - 704 = “D”;   619 or less = “E”. 

 
Electronic access and support 
Complete the following steps to make sure your computer is correctly configured and the necessary software is installed. 

You will not be able to access course material if you fail to complete these steps. 
1. Go to this site to check the minimum hardware, software and browser requirements: 

http://wiki.uky.edu/blackboard/Wiki Pages/Bb9 Hardware and Software Requirements.aspx 

2. Internet Explorer is NOT recommended for Blackboard. Firefox is the recommended Internet browser for the 

course. Go to https://download.uky.edu/ to download a free version of Firefox. Log in with your LINK BLUE id 

and password and search for Firefox. 

3. Go to http://java.com and click on the Free Java Download button. Run the installer to get the latest version.  

4. You will also need Flash, Adobe Acrobat Reader and QuickTime movie player. Go to 

http://wiki.uky.edu/blackboard/Wiki Pages/Browser Check.aspx then click BbGO! If you do not have these 

installed, you can download them from this site. 

5. To download Windows Media Player, click this link: 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/player/10/default.aspx 

6. Students and faculty can download Microsoft Office Suite (including Word and PowerPoint) from this site: 

https://download.uky.edu/. If you experience technical difficulties contact the Customer Service Center at 859-

218-HELP (4357) or by e-mail at helpdesk@uky.edu. Please also inform the course instructor when you are 

having technical difficulties. 

7. For additional support, contact the UK Teaching and Academic Support Center (TASC) at 

http://www.uky.edu/TASC/DL/BBsupport.php (859-257-8272), and the UK Instructional Technology (IT) team at 

http://www.uky.edu/TASC/IT/index.php. 

 

Bb 101 for First-Time Online Students  
This is a brief introduction for students using Blackboard for the first time. Go to http://elearning.uky.edu and log in with 

your Link Blue ID. Click on the Courses link near the top left of the page (to the right of My Bb and under the Library tab). 

In the Course Search line, type Bb9-101 (exactly as you see it there, including the hyphen). Find the Course ID (first 

column) Bb9-101-OnLine-Stu, and click the down arrow next to the Course ID. Click Enroll then Submit. 

 

Late work/make-ups 
Because this is an on-line Distance Learning course on an accelerated summer schedule, there is no room for make-ups. 

Please plan accordingly. If there are extreme extenuating circumstances as defined by the University Senate Rules (USR 

V.2.4.2), please contact the course instructors immediately. 

 

Academic integrity 
This course will observe all normal University policies regarding academic integrity and original work. Students are 

expected to do their own work, reading, and assignment submissions. All assignments, papers, and exams completed by 

students for this class should be the product of the personal efforts of the individual whose name appears on the work. 

Misrepresenting others’ work as the student’s own in the form of cheating or plagiarism is unethical and will lead to those 

penalties outlined in the University Senate Rules (6.3.1 and 6.3.2). 

 

Distance Learning Library Services (http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/DLLS) 
For additional help, consult these resources: Carla Cantagallo, DL Librarian, Email: dlservice@email.uky.edu ; Local 

phone number: 859. 257.0500, ext. 2171; Long-distance phone number: (800) 828-0439 (option #6). 

 

 
Appropriate online behavior 
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Students are expected to maintain decorum that includes respect for other students and the instructor. Virtual 

communication and discussion "in cyberspace" occur in a social environment where normal rules of social interaction 

apply. The remoteness of the recipients is no excuse to behave in an anti-social manner and post unacceptable messages. 

Unacceptable messages include those that harass, intimidate, threaten, belittle, ridicule, expressed hatred for, or aggression 

toward others. Discussion board and other electronic communication for this course should relate only to the course subject 

matter, generally respond to the instructor threads, and always seek to further the aims of that particular discussion forum or 

chat session (e.g., stay on topic). Contributions to discussion boards and synchronous chat are the intellectual property of 

the authors. Students who quote another person in class projects, publications or even in remarks made on the discussion 

board should always acknowledge the source of that quote (e.g., do not plagiarize your classmates). Personal comments 

about other users and their views should not be placed in any of our Blackboard course areas that are viewable by other 

users. Do not copy private messages to another person without the author's explicit permission. Consult the UK Student 

Rights and Responsibilities regarding the steps for addressing unresolved academic issues at 

http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html 

 
Policy on disability 

If you have a documented disability that requires special or different accommodations, please consult with the instructor, 

preferably after the first class but by all means during the first ten calendar days of the term. In order to receive 

accommodations for this course, you must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource 

Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, e-mail address jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability 

services available to students with disabilities. 

 
T.A. Support 

A Teaching Assistant will monitor and evaluate the postings, and also respond when appropriate to clarify or stimulate the 

online discussion. Any inquiries or problems will receive a response within 30 hours, excluding Saturdays and Sundays. A 

Teaching Assistant will also be available on-line to answer questions each Wednesday between 2:00 and 4:00.

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky.edu%2FStudentAffairs%2FCode%2Fpart2.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF91-bQVO87qdKm260SbxxoQhFS_g
mailto:jkarnes@email.uky.edu


 4 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 
Week 1 

Thursday Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 2 -28; See: American Movie. 

Friday  Take short-answer on-line quiz 1 (on reading and film); watch lecture. 

Monday  Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 28 -51; See: A Night at the Opera 

Tuesday Take short-answer on-line quiz 2 (on reading and film); watch lecture. 

 
Week 2 

Thursday Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 56-75.  

Friday  Take short-answer on-line quiz 3 (on reading); watch lecture. 

Monday  See: The Wizard of Oz and Modern Times 

Tuesday Take short-answer on-line quiz 4 (on the films); watch lecture. 

 
Week 3 

Thursday Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 78-114. See: Citizen Kane. 

Friday  Take short-answer on-line quiz 5 (on the reading); watch lecture. 

Monday  Read: Bordewell & Thompson,  pp. 348-390. See: Sicko Ceremony, and The Hand. 

Tuesday Take short-answer on-line quiz 6 (on the reading and the film); watch lecture. 

 
Week 4 

Thursday Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 328-346; See: The Searchers.  

Friday  Take short-answer on-line quiz 7 (on the reading and the animated films); watch lecture. 

Monday   Mid-Term Exam window open Saturday, 8:00 AM and closed Wednesday, 5:00 PM 

  
Week 5 

Thursday Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 269-297; See: Singin’ in the Rain. 

Friday  Take short-answer on-line quiz 8 (on the reading); watch lecture. 

Monday  Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 118-158; See: Blow-Up.  

Tuesday Take short-answer on-line quiz 9 (on the reading and the film); watch lecture. 

 
Week 6 

Thursday Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 167-218. See: The Graduate. 

Friday  Take short-answer on-line quiz 10 (on the reading and the film); watch lecture. 

Monday  Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 223-265; See: His Girl Friday.  

Tuesday Take short-answer on-line quiz 11 (on the reading and the film); watch lecture. 

 
Week 7 

Thursday Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 312-326 

Friday  Take short-answer on-line quiz 12 (on the reading); watch lecture.  
Paper Assigned. 

Monday  Read: Bordewell & Thompson, pp. 396-404; See: North by Northwest 

Tuesday Take short-answer on-line quiz 13 (on the reading and the film); watch lecture. 
   
Week 8 

Thursday Work on paper. 

Friday  See: Fresh. Paper due, 4:00 PM 

Monday  Take short-answer on-line quiz 14 (on the film); watch lecture.  

Tuesday Final Exam window opens Monday at 8:00 PM, closes Friday at 9:00 AM. 

 


