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The General Education Reform Steering Committee, in consideration of its Learning Outcome #4:

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the complexities of citizenship
and the process for making informed choices as engaged citizens in a diverse,
multilingual world.
proposes a revision of the Foreign Language entrance requirement. The current Foreign Language
entrance requirement is the following:

“meet Kentucky's pre-college curriculum requirement” (see
http://www.uky.edu/Admission/apply.htm)
which means, according to the Kentucky Department of Education website:
“2 credits required or demonstrated competency” (see
http://education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/High+School/Additional+Informati
on/The+PreCollege+Curriculum.htm)

that is, 2 years of high school study, or the equivalent demonstrated competency. We propose that the
University of Kentucky entrance requirement be changed from that “seat time” requirement to a
competency‐based requirement; that is, we propose that the entrance requirement be amended to
read:
“competency equivalent of two years of high school foreign language.”
The rationale for this change is the following: In all other academic areas, students entering UK are
required to demonstrate competencies, rather than completion of credit hours, as prerequisites for
enrolling in university‐level coursework. Studies have shown significant variation among Kentucky
school districts, in terms of the efficacy of high school language instruction, and resulting student
competencies. We propose that students be required to demonstrate competency, according to any of
the methods listed below; and that if said competency is not demonstrated, then remediation should be
implemented (a one‐semester “high beginner” elementary language course at the University of
Kentucky, or equivalent), as is currently the case for students with other entrance‐requirement
deficiencies.

Students may demonstrate competency in any of the following ways:1
 STAMP test developed at the University of Oregon, currently implemented in 15 Kentucky public
school districts; 2 score of “Novice Mid” or higher in the areas of Speaking, Reading, and
Writing;3
 AP language or literature exam, score of 2 or higher
 acceptable SAT Subject Test scores in a second language;4
 Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score above UK minimum ,5 if the TOEFL
constitutes part of the student’s application requirements
Students who opt to enroll in the 101‐102 sequence of any language at the University of Kentucky do
not need to show test results. Heritage speakers would be evaluated on a case‐by‐case basis, as they
are now.
In order to allow for accurate calibration of Kentucky students’ foreign language ability from individual
school districts and institutions, we propose the following: that the assessment measures be
implemented in Fall 2010, along with the new General Education curriculum, and that the scores
submitted by incoming students on the tests mentioned above be reported back to the corresponding
school districts. The implementation of remediation (coursework) at UK would begin in Fall 2012, thus
allowing individual districts and other concerned parties time to make necessary curricular and
pedagogical adjustments, to help students achieve the required levels of foreign language proficiency.

1

Heritage speakers would be assessed on a case‐by‐case basis.
Students could present the score of the STAMP test administered during their high school course of study, if
available; alternatively, they could take the test on campus during the summer preceding their first year of study at
UK (during Advising weekends). The STAMP test could also be offered during the high school World Language
Festival, held annually on the UK campus in May.
3
Expectations will remain linked to the Kentucky Department of Education and the CPE standards; we anticipate
that the statewide standard will reach “Novice High” by 2016.
4
SAT Subject Test scoring varies by language; see
HTTP://professionals.collegeboard.com/profdownload/sat_subject_tests_lang_performance_years_study_2008.p
df.
5
Current minimum TOEFL scores for admission to the University of Kentucky are 527 (paper‐and‐pen version), 197
(computer‐based), or 71 (iBT).
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Date: March 27, 2009
TO: David Randall, Senate Council
FROM: Jeannine Blackwell, Chair
Undergraduate Council
RE: Foreign Language Placement Policy

Undergraduate Council met on Tuesday March 25, 2009 to discuss the proposed change in Foreign
Language Placement Policy. The Council voted unanimously to approve this policy, but with the
stipulation that the date of full implementation of required remediation not be set at 2012, but rather
left open until data has been assessed concerning remediation resources needed. This implementation
would be an open date after fall 2011, depending on the outcome of the assessment of data.

Brothers, Sheila C
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joe Sottile [jsottile@engr.uky.edu]
Friday, April 24, 2009 2:18 PM
Brothers, Sheila C
Admissions and Academic Standards Cmte

Sheila,
The A&AS committee has approved the following proposals:
Foreign Language Assessment Policy Change
BA/BS Telecommunications: Change to Premajor GPA Requirement
Change to Bachelor of Science in Nursing Admission Requirements With respect to the Change to
Bachelor of Science in Nursing Admission Requirements, there was some concern expressed over the
elimination of the reference letter from a supervisor and the interview with members of the
Admission and Progression Committee. Several members of the committee believed that both are
important for evaluating people working in the health care industry.
Please contact me if you need additional information.
‐ js
Joseph Sottile
234A MMRB
University of Kentucky
Lexington, KY 40506‐0107
859‐257‐4616
859‐323‐1962 fax
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