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Geography 160:  Lands and People of the Non-Western World 

Sections 001, 002, 003, 004, 005, 006 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lecture:  WF 12:00 -12:50 pm, Whitehall Classroom Bldg-Rm. 122 (CB122) 

Instructor:  Lynn Roche Phillips 

Phone: 859-257-4140 

E-mail: lphil2@uky.edu  

Office: 1313 Patterson Tower 

Office hours: WF 10-11:45, or by appointment 

Teaching assistants:  Mitchell Snider (mbsnid0@gmail.com or Mitchell.snider@uky.edu) 
   Miller Hall 3    Office hours: T 10-11 

 and 
            Rebecca Lane (rela222@uky.edu) 
   POT 1675     Office hours:  MW 1-2:30 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Credit Hours:  3 

Prerequisites:  None 

This course will focus primarily on regions of the world that make up the “Non-Western” world.  We will 
explore the conceptual and historical definition of the “Non-Western” world, and how these places are 
defined by their relationship to the “West”.  Global patterns of social, cultural, economic and political 
difference between the West and Non-West as well as the processes key to the making of the Non-
Western world, such as colonialism and imperialism, are examined.  In addition, selected current issues 
of significance to peoples in the Non-Western world, such as sustainable development, globalization, 
environment, human rights, health issues and gender relations are considered. 

 
 
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS: 

REQUIRED:  Pulsipher, Lydia Muhelic. 2007. World Regional Geography:  Global Patterns, Local Lives, 
Fourth Edition. New York:  W.H. Freeman and Company.  ISBN: 0716777922 

Kapit, Wynn  2002.  The Geography Coloring Book.  3rd Edition.  New Jersey: Prentice Hall. ISBN: 
0131014722.    

Packet of 100 3x5 index cards (used for participation credit in discussion sections) 

The texts are available at campus bookstores OR through online vendors. 

Blackboard: Please note that additional materials will be distributed in class and/or posted on the 
Blackboard website for this course. You are expected to check the Blackboard website daily for new 
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postings and important announcements. All information will be posted to GEO160-001; discussion 
section Bb sites will not incorporate course content and material. 

 

The format of this course is lecture/discussion section but we will be undertaking a variety of activities 
on both “lecture” and “discussion” days. You are expected to come to class prepared on ALL days so that 
you can take best advantage of all learning opportunities. To do that, you must not only read the 
material, but think about it. We encourage you to take notes on your reading – for example, ask yourself 
“What is the point of this paragraph, section, or chapter? What is the author saying here? What should I 
take away? How does this help me think geographically?” 

We expect you to be active participants in the learning process. It is important. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

o To become familiar with the cultural, political, economic, urban and environmental geographies 
of the “Non-Western” world. 

o To develop geographic thinking by relating patterns and processes of various human activities in 
different parts of the world. 

o To develop critical thinking about the processes that shape and affect local-to-global dynamics 
in the contemporary world. 

o To develop the ability to synthesize material through discussing and writing about geographic 
issues. 

o To think geographically and critically about individual civic roles and their place in the world. 

 

EVALUATION 

Student performance in this course will be assessed as follows: 

Online quizzes: Online quizzes are designed to help you master the material in the textbook most 
relevant to lecture. These quizzes will also ensure you are familiar with maps, as well as relevant 
information regarding the regions being studied. There will be 3 online quizzes, each consisting of 
multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank questions. You will be notified via Blackboard at least one week in 
advance of the quiz due dates (to be determined through the semester), and will be provided 3 hours to 
complete each quiz.  All quizzes will be due by 11:59pm on the assigned due date. 

 

Capstone Project: The capstone project is designed to help you process information and develop critical 
thinking skills about a particular issue that significantly affects people associated with the Non-Western 
world. The project will foster an understanding of complex and real issues and tensions that characterize 
the contemporary world. This project is intended to evaluate your ability to review and judge 
information (including empirical data sources), weigh evidence in decision-making, and hone writing 
skills.  The project, approximately 1,000 words in length, is due at the beginning of class on December 
1st.  Additional details regarding the project topic and expected grading rubric will be incorporated into 
discussion section class meetings.   You are encouraged to utilize UK’s Writing Center  

(http://www.uky.edu/AS/English/wc/) to help enhance your writing skills.  
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The capstone project in GEO 160 is an essay concerning the construction of the Park51 Islamic 
Community Center in downtown Manhattan near Ground Zero, the location of the September 11th 
attacks on the World Trade Centers.  For many, this is a controversial issue because the Park51 complex 
includes a mosque.  As the semester progresses, you will be provided with a core group of reference 
materials you must weigh and include in the finished essay.  However, you must include six sources of 
your choosing from the materials or outside sources.  Through the essay, you must demonstrate: 
 

 a sound understanding of the different viewpoints represented in the provided evidence 
 establish your viewpoint/argument in relation to the arguments presented in the evidence 
 relate the controversy to the broader concepts addressed in this class 

 

Discussion section: Discussion sessions are designed to develop your ability to synthesize and discuss 
various materials about geographic issues. In discussion you will actively engage with the ideas 
presented in lecture, the textbook and other course materials.  Attendance is mandatory and 
participation will be incorporated into your final course grade. 

 

Exams: There will be three midterm exams and one final exam. Each exam will be designed to assess 
both your knowledge of basic geographic information and your understanding of geographic processes. 
Each exam will consist of 40 to 50 multiple choice questions, including multiple choice map 
comprehension questions. Exams will NOT be cumulative. 

***Midterm grade: Please note that you will be assigned a midterm grade based upon the criteria 
completed up until that date, prior to receiving the final grade at the completion of the semester. 

 

GRADING CRITERA 

Grading basis: 

Your final grade will be determined as follows: 

Exams (@3): 45% 

Online quizzes (@3): 15% 

Project: 20% 

Participation in discussion sessions: 5% 

Final exam: 15% 

TOTAL: 100% 

There are no opportunities for extra credit in this class. 

Grading Scale:       A 90-100%        B 80-89%             C 70-79%              D 60-69%                E 0-59% 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Attendance and participation: Much lecture material is not identical to the textbook material. Thus, to 
help you succeed in this course, you will be expected to attend every lecture and discussion section. 
Index cards will be used to record your attendance and active participation in the weekly discussion 
sections. 

 



Syllabus for Geo 160, Fall 2010 
 

 
 

4 

Excused absences: Make-up exams (quizzes and writing prompts, too!) are NOT permitted without a 
University-approved excuse.  Failure to take an examination at the scheduled or agreed-upon time will 
result in a score of 0.  No exceptions, so do not even ask!  Student Health Services visits on the date of 
an exam are not an acceptable excuse. 

UK defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences (see S.R. 5.2.4.2)  

1) serious illness; 
 2) illness or death of family member; 
 3) University-related trips; 
 4) major religious holidays; 
 5) other circumstances found to be "reasonable cause for nonattendance." 
 
Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the instructor 
in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later than the last day for 
adding a class. 

When there is an excused (i.e. documented) absence, students will be given the opportunity to make up 
missed work and/or exams.  It is the student's responsibility to inform the instructor of the absence 
preferably in advance, but no later than one week after it.  Failure to attend a scheduled meeting to 
make up an assignment will result in a grade of 0 for that assignment. 

 

Submission of assignments: On-line quizzes and project must be completed and submitted by the 
indicated deadline. No late assignment will be accepted, as ample time will always be provided for their 
completion well in advance of the deadline. 

 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS DUE TO DISABILITY 

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see the instructor 
as soon as possible during scheduled office hours or immediately after class. In order to receive 
accommodations, a Letter of Accommodation must be provided by the Disability Resource Center 
(Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email address jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus 
disability services available to students with disabilities. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM 

Academic honesty is one of the most important aspects of education at UK. Instances of cheating and 
plagiarism are absolutely unacceptable and constitute academic misconduct. There are significant 
penalties for students who engage in this activity.  

Full details on the procedures and penalties for academic offences can be found on the Office of 
Academic Ombud Services website at http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/. You should be familiar with these 
procedures and penalties. 

 

CLASSROOM CONDUCT 

In this class, we must work together to create a positive learning environment, and I expect you to 
respect the rights of other students to learn. 
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Please come to class on time and stay until the end. If you must come in late or leave early, please sit 
near an exit and avoid distracting other students or disrupting the lecture or discussions.  

Please respect your instructor, TAs and fellow students in class.  Laptops should be used for note-taking 
only.  Sleeping in class will not be tolerated.  

Please turn off your cell phone when you come to class.  

I also expect you to acknowledge and respect the diversity of participants in the class. At times we will 
discuss controversial issues and students will not always be share a common opinion. To ensure that all 
academic discourse occurs in a context characterized by respect and civility, your task is NOT to dismiss 
some points of view, perspectives or experiences as incorrect or irrelevant without considering them 
carefully and critically. The accepted level of civility should NOT include personal attacks or statements 
denigrating another, regardless of perspective. 

You should seek to develop an understanding of the different positions on issues – including positions 
that differ from your own – and to challenge your own preconceptions. Even if you disagree with points 
of view expressed by your instructor, TAs or fellow students, as citizens of this class you – including 
everyone else in the class - are responsible for considering different points of view respectfully.  

 

QUESTIONS AND CONSULTATION 

If you have any questions or concerns about the class, please do not hesitate to contact me or your TA 
and seek consultation and advice. I am available for discussion during my office hours or by 
appointment. Your TA also has scheduled office hours so you should stop by your TA’s office if you have 
questions about your assignments or about discussion section. 

DISUSSION SECTION SCHEDULE 

Each student is required to attend the discussion section for which he/she is registered.  This is a 
reminder of each section’s location and time.  Do not switch sections; each section is carefully designed 
around specific students and a capped number of students per section. 

001    M 12 - 12:50 pm  Patterson Office Tower Bldg-Rm 110  Mitchell Snider   

002    M 9:00 - 9:50 am Whitehall Classroom Bldg-Rm CB 305 Mitchell Snider   

003   M 3:00 - 3:50 pm Whitehall Classroom Bldg-Rm CB 305 Mitchell Snider   

004   M 12:00 - 12:50pm Patterson Office Tower Bldg-Rm 107 Rebecca Lane   

005   M 9:00 - 9:50 am F. Paul Anderson Tower FPAT Rm 257 Rebecca Lane   

006   M 3:00 - 3:50 pm Whitehall Classroom Bldg-Rm CB241 Rebecca Lane   
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COURSE SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENT DETAILS* 

Week Dates Topic Reading Exam dates Discussion  

Module 1:   INTRODUCTION TO GEOGRAPHY THEMES    

1 Aug 25 Course introduction Class notes  Aug 30: What is the 
Non-Western World? 

BRING COLORING BOOK 
 Aug 27 What is geography? Class notes  

2 Sep 1 Defining the Non-Western 
World 

Bb notes  Sep 6:  No discussion 
section  

 Sep 3 Colonization; global religions Bb notes  

3 Sep 8 Global population patterns; 
global village 

Ch 1, p. 1 

Bb notes 

 Sep 13: Globalization 
and Garments  

BRING COLORING BOOK  Sep 10 Global Economic Structures Class notes  

4 Sep 15 Global debt, World Bank, IMF Bb notes  Sep 20: Film - Life and 
Debt 

 Sep 17   EXAM 1 

Module 2:   SOUTHWEST ASIA     

5 Sep 22 Intro to region, religion, 
gender and politics 

Ch 6, p 297   Sep 27:  Film - Arab 
and Jew 
FILM SHEET  Sep 24 Islam and intro to Israeli-

Palestinian conflict 
  

6 Sep 29 Israel-Palestinian conflict 
continued, Hamas & 
Hezbollah 

  

 

Oct 4:  Geography of 
Empire 

BRING COLORING BOOK 
 Oct 1 

 

2003 Iraq  War: history and 
rationale 

  

Module 3:   SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA     

7 Oct 6 Intro and Historical  

Geography 

Ch 7, p 353  Oct 11: The geography of 
AIDS  

 Oct 8 AIDS and Debt in Africa; 
economic and social 
development 

  

8 Oct 13 Africa and Genocide 

Film:  Triumph of Evil 

Film Sheet  Oct 18:  Film – Not on Our 
Watch (Darfur) 

FILM SHEET 
 Oct 15 South Africa’s apartheid 

transformation 
  

9 Oct 20   EXAM 2  
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Week Dates Topic Reading Exam dates Discussion  

Module 5:   SOUTH ASIA    

 Oct 22 Intro to region and 
colonization 

Ch 8, p 413  Oct 25:  South Asia’s 
population growth 

10 Oct 27 Role of religions in region; 
geopolitics 

  Nov  1:  Film - Tamil 
Tigers 

Film - Last Place on Earth 
 Oct 29 Women and Ghandi save 

South Asia 
  

11 Nov 3 Himalayan nations   Nov 8: Tiananmen Square 

 

Module 6:   EAST ASIA    

11 Nov 5 Intro to Region Ch 9, p 473  Nov 8: Tiananmen Square 

 (See above) 

12 Nov 10 China and Human Rights   Nov 15:  Human Rights 
(Google and the dam) 

 Nov 12 Dreams of Tibet Film Film Sheet  

13 Nov 17 Korea and Spratly Islands   Nov 22: Optional 
discussion on capstone 
papers  Nov 19   EXAM 3 

14 Nov 24-26 No class  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

  Nov 29: Peer review 
capstone Papers (bring 
draft to discussion 
section) 

Module 7:   SOUTHEAST ASIA    

15 Dec 1 Intro to Region Ch 10, p 533 Capstone 
Project due 

 
Dec 6: Myanmar’s junta 
Film – Inside Burma 
FILM SHEET  Dec 3 Cultural diversity and 

geopolitical tensions 
  

16 Dec 8 US involvement in the 
Vietnam War 

  DEC 13: NO DISCUSSION 
SECTION 

 Dec 10 Film – Apocalypse Now   

 Dec 15 Final exam, 10:30a.m. 
LOCATION: CB 122 

  

 










