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          Spring 2010  

 

Professor: S. D. Brunn                 

1477 Patterson Tower 

Brunn@uky.edu  phone: 257-6947  and 257-2932 (Geography Dept.)  

Office hrs: 11-1150 MWF and T TH 1130-1 PM and by appt  

 

Graduate Teaching Assistants: XXXX  and XXXX    

4 Miller Hallxxxx 

Jidan.duan@uky.edu xxxx 

Office hrs:   xxxx  

 

GEO 222   CITIES OF THE WORLD 
 

  

Description of the Course  
The purposes of this course are: (1) to introduce you to the geographer’s perspective in looking at the 

diversities in today’s urban world; (2) to familiarize you with concepts and terms that will help you 

understand features and problems in contemporary urbanization, that is, what is happening in diverse cities 

around the world, where, and why?  (3) to provide you with a basic understanding of the major 

environmental, gender and human welfare issues facing urban citizens on the planet; (4) to discuss the ways 

in which diverse cities around the world are related to other cities in their region and connected to other 

urban areas through globalization; and (5) to consider notions of social and economic inequalities in diverse 

cities and also political empowerment and participation when pressing issues (such as social welfare and 

environmental degradation) arise. 

 

GEO 222 and Student Learning Outcomes 
The course satisfies the Global Dynamics requirement of the General Education curriculum.  Specifically, 

GEO 222 will help you (a) to understand  the richness of human diversity on the planet’s cities and issues of 

inequality and injustices that exist; (b) to understand the difficulties of achieving civic responsibilities in 

cities and regions with rich multicultural diversities; (c) to provide insights into how individuals cope with 

ethnical and ethnic diversities in daily life and governing structures; (d) to develop an awareness of both the 

historical evolution of world cities and urbanization and the challenges facing them in the early 21
st
 century; 

(e) to identify through comparative urban analyses some of the commonalities and continuities in a 

globalizing world, but also those uneven, irregular, and unpredictable events that also are part of 

contemporary world urban life; and (f) to gain a deeper understanding of citizen engagement and 

empowerment through class discussions and a project. 

 

Required Textbook 
S. D. Brunn, M. Hays-Mitchell, and D. J. Zeigler, eds., 2008. Cities of the World: World Regional 

Urban Development.  Boulder: Rowman and Littlefield.  4th Edition.  

 

 Be sure you purchase the fourth edition; be sure to read the Preface and back cover materials. 

The textbook discusses major cities and urbanization themes in eleven major regions.  Each regional 

chapter addresses a set of similar themes: the evolution of urbanization, major representative cities and their 

key attributes; models of city structure (internal structure); current problems and solutions; and how that 

region fits into a larger world system.  Be very familiar with the tabular information provided at the 

beginning of each chapter.  At the conclusion of each chapter there are listed additional reference materials, 

including articles, books, and websites.  Be sure to examine the urban data presented in the appendix.  The 

first chapter presents an overview of world urbanization and the last chapter examines cities of the future 

and the future of cities.  The editors and authors carefully prepared a volume that we believe will stimulate 

your interest in world regional urban geography as well as individual cities  
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Organization of the Course 
The course is, like the text book, organized regionally. For each region and its cities there will be: (a) an 

introduction to how the region and its cities relate to the world urban system; (b) a discussion of the salient 

features of cities and the origins and evolution of urbanization in the region; and (c) a consideration of the 

major trends and a discussion of possible cities of the future that may emerge in the region. There are a 

number of concepts that are introduced in chapter one which surface in subsequent chapters. Be sure you 

know and study those concepts as they often appear in one form or another on exams.   

 

There will be two lectures per week. During the lectures time will be devoted to providing you the major 

points I think are important in learning about cities and urbanization in major world regions.  I will try to 

liven up the class with discussions about maps, photos, and personal experiences. There will be one 

recitation section per week. Active learning will take place in the form of in-class exercises, discussions and 

debates, and the recitation sections will also enable students to get feedback on their course work.  

  

Check the course’s Blackboard site and your email daily. I may communicate frequently in order to 

elaborate on points only briefly discussed in class, or to forward information from various listservs, for 

example.       

 

Schedule 
Below are the topics for each class.  We will adhere to this schedule as much as possible.  Please bring 

your textbook to each lecture and to each recitation section, as we will be looking at maps, charts, and 

photos, as well as specific paragraphs of the text.   

 

Attending lectures and recitation section meetings, participating and taking good notes, studying them, and 

reading the text will help you remember the materials and prepare for the exams.  Not all materials covered 

in lecture and section are in the text and not all materials on exams are covered in the text, hence you must 

attend all class meetings and take excellent notes.   

 

13 Jan.  – Introduction  

15 Jan. – Preface and Introduction: Chapter 1 

18 Jan. - Martin Luther King, Jr. National Holiday: a day to remember how he advanced all of us. 

20 Jan. – Introduction: Content Analysis Due 

22 Jan. – Introduction 

25 Jan. – US and Canada: Chapter 2 

27 Jan. – US and Canada 

29 Jan. – US and Canada 

1 Feb. – Central America & the Caribbean: Chapter 3 

3 Feb. – Central America & the Caribbean 

5 Feb. – South America: Chapter 4 

8 Feb. – South America: Chapter 4 

10 Feb. – South America: Chapter 4 

12 Feb. – First Midterm: Chapters 1-4 

15 Feb. – Europe: Chapter 5 

17 Feb. – Europe 

19 Feb. – Europe 

22 Feb. – Europe 

24 Feb. – Russia: Chapter 6 

26 Feb. – Russia 

1 Mar. –  Russia  

3 Mar. – Greater Middle East: Chapter 7 

5 Mar. – Greater Middle East 

8 Mar. – Greater Middle East 

10 Mar.- Sub Saharan Africa: Chapter 8 

12 Mar. – Second Midterm: Chapters 5-7 
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15-20 March: Spring Break 

22 Mar. – Sub Saharan Africa    Web Project Due 

24 Mar. – Sub Saharan Africa 

26 Mar. – South Asia: Chapter 9 

29 Mar. – South Asia 

31 Mar. – South Asia 

2 Apr. –  Third Midterm: Chapters 8-9  

5 Apr. – Southeast Asia: Chapter 10 

7 Apr. – Southeast  Asia  

9 Apr. – Southeast Asia  

12 Apr. – East Asia: Chapter 11 

14 Apr. – East Asia   

16 Apr. – East Asia       Blackboard Project Due 

19 Apr. – Fourth Midterm: Chapters 10-11 

21 Apr. – Australia & the Pacific: Chapter 12 

23 Apr. – Australia & the Pacific 

26 Apr. – Cites of the Future: Chapter 13 

28 Apr. – Cities of the Future 

30 Apr. -  Final Words and Prefinal Grades Given 

Final Exam: Chapters 1. 12-13 

 

Final Exam date and time: XXX.   

 

NOTE:  This is the only time the final exam is given.  In regards to other exams (midterms) during the term, 

there will be none given earlier or later.   

 

Assessment 
The learning of all students will be assessed in diverse ways. The course has four midterm exams, one final 

exam (optional), two short assignments, and one longer assignment. 

 

Midterm Exams 

The four “during the semester” or midterm exams will include materials discussed in class to that point of 

the term.   The questions will be concepts and terms, matching, true-false, fill in the blank, multiple choice, 

and some map questions.    

NOTE: Each midterm may include several current events questions about cities in the news, e.g., “what is 

happening where.”   A good idea is to maintain some journal about places (cities) in the national and 

international news and significant environmental, political, cultural or economic events occurring in them.  

My advice is to daily watch a national television news program, listen to an in depth radio news program 

(such as on NPR), or read a major regional or international newspaper, such as the Christian Science 

Monitor, New York International Herald Tribune,  the New York Times (available on the Intenet), or USA 

Today, for world events.  The campus newspaper does not cover world events.  Reading a daily newspaper 

or watching a major news channel should be a practice you include as part of each and every day, if it is not 

already. 

NOTE:  No makeup exams will be given except for officially excused reasons (scheduled university 

athletic, debate, or music event); failure to take these exams, when scheduled and administered, will result 

in a grade of zero for that exam.  The final exam will include lecture and text materials covered after the 

fourth exam.  See note on the final exam below.  Those with officially excused reasons will take either a 

written or oral exam.  Unexcused absences include: expecting a great aunt to have a major operation at an 

unknown Friday in late November, going home to see your boyfriend, going home to vote (you can obtain 

an absentee ballot), getting  laundry done, eating a good meal prepared by your dad, and expecting to be 

engaged on an yet unknown date.  You need to plan your fall schedule now to ensure there are no conflicts 

with exam dates in this and other classes. 

 

Content Analysis (Maps and Photo Assignment) 
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This short assignment is worth 20 points. It is due at the start of the recitation section meeting on XXXXX. 

You are required to examine the entire contents of the entire book and compile your list of “the 6 most 

innovative maps in the book” and “the 6 most insightful photographs” in the textbook.  You make a decision 

on the criteria for what is an innovative map and what is an insightful photograph.   

You include in your two pages (absolutely no more) single spaced-typed narrative the following: (a) what is 

an innovative map and an insightful photograph – you provide definitions, which may be different from 

some other student; (b) your choices for the 6 most insightful photos and 6 most innovative maps (rank 

them with 1 being highest), being sure to provide the title and page and subject of each choice in your 

narrative; and (c) what these maps and photographs mean to you as a budding and enterprising geography 

student.  You will be graded on the criteria you use, the quality of your presentation, overall professional 

appearance, your own creativity, depth of your analysis, and overall effort.   Report is due 20 January.  

Remember, only two typed pages. Your TA will read no paper that has more than two pages and that is not 

typed.  Papers submitted after XXXX will automatically be deducted 5 points for each day late.  Bring the 

typed report to the section meeting the day it is due. Do not send to the TA electronically. 

 

 

Web Project 

This second project is worth 20 points. It is due at the start of the recitation section meeting on XXXXX.  

All students will work individually on this project.  The Learning Outcome of this assignment include the 

following: to be able to develop a cross-national comparison (of, in this case, cities). The paper also allows 

students to combine narrative and visual presentation styles. Following the second midterm you will be 

assigned two cities, one in the developed and one in the developing world (such as Cairo and Rome OR 

Karachi and Toronto), to read information on the web (accessed via Google) and learn about the cities as 

tourist destinations. The purpose of this assignment is to give you experience in actually planning a trip to 

two major world cities and to identify what are important sites to visit.  These might be memorials, zoos, 

historical monuments, museums, etc.   

Your report will include: (a) one paragraph (no more than one-half single spaced page) about the travel 

arrangements (costs, points of departure and arrival, etc.); (b) three pages of photos from the WWW about 

sites in the cities you are studying.  For each photo, you need to provide why it is an important site. You 

should also include complete references documenting the sources of your photos and other information; and 

(c) a one paragraph (no more than one-half single spaced page) comparing the two cities in terms of their 

function as tourist destinations. You should present and discuss data regarding how many domestic and 

international tourists visit each year, the origins of the tourists, and note any issues facing the tourist 

industry in each of the two cities. You will be graded on the following criteria: neatness and organization, 

overall quality of the product, photos included and brief descriptions, accuracy of the information obtained, 

references used and recorded, and overall effort.   Paper is due 22 March.  Any paper coming in after the 

deadline will automatically be deducted 5 points each day it is late.   Hand in the paper in person to your 

TA. We will not accept papers submitted electronically. 

 
 

Major Project 

This project is worth 75 points. It will be submitted via the course’s Blackboard website. It must be 

submitted via the Blackboard portal before XXAM on XXXXX. All students will work individually on this 

project. The Learning Outcomes of the project include: to learn about the nature of social diversity and 

about inequality in selected cities and to learn about the nature of urban politics and civic engagement in 

select cities of the world. For this assignment you will select one world city in a developing world region. 

Your choice of city will be submitted via email to your TA before class on XXXX. You will receive 

approval (or advice about alternate choices) via email. Once your choice of city is approved, you should 

begin the project. You are to compile information on your chosen city from a variety of sources, including 

your textbook and the web. You should find out about (a) the historical development of the city (including 

how this relates to major international currents such as colonialism, migrations, wars and so on); (b) the 

current size of the city (population) and the social and cultural diversity present in the city; (c) the political 

status and structure of the city’s formal government. How is the city governed? What is the nature of 

political and civic life in the city? (d) what empowerment (political, gender, environment, religious, etc.) 
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groups are active in the city and what are their objectives? And (e) what are a half dozen specific major 

issues (social, political, economic, and/or environmental facing the city. 

You should then prepare a short (4 text (not graphics) pages single spaced, typed, maximum) report that 

describes and compares the two cities based on these three aspects of urban life. You should also include a 

page listing the sources of the information reported. Take care not to plagiarize.  The report is due at the 

beginning of the recitation section on 16 April. Papers submitted after that date will automatically be 

deducted 5 points for each day late. Bring the typed report to the section meeting the day it is due. Do not 

send to the TA electronically.  Extra credit for using in your paper languages other than English. 

 

 

Pre-final Grade and Final Exam 

The final day of class, 30 April, you will receive a pre-final term grade.  This grade will be based on your 

performance to that point.  All pre-final grades are final, that is, they will not be reconsidered nor 

negotiated.  If you are satisfied with the pre-final grade, you will not have to take the final examination, 

which is administered during the final exam week. Note the times above for your final exam.   If you show 

up for the final exam, you will take it, that is, you must remain in the room to take the exam.  Keep in mind 

that if you take the final exam, your final grade may be lower, higher, or the same as the pre-final grade.  

The final exam will include lecture and text materials from Chapters 1, 12, and 13. 

 

Evaluation 
 4 midterm exams (70 each)  280 points 

 Content Analysis (maps & graphics)   20 

 Web Project       20 

 Main Project        75 

 Final exam                    75 

       TOTAL            470 points 

 

NOTE:  Grading will done on a curve, not on a 90% A, 80% B, 70% C, 60% D, and 50% E.  Following 

each midterm, I will provide you a frequency of the scores and the A, B, C, etc. grades.   I will also provide 

everyone a midterm grade.  You will be able to see your grades on the course’s Blackboard site. 

Information about grades will not be sent via email nor given over the phone.  

 

Attendance 
It is your responsibility, as a UK student, to attend each and every class and to be on time at the start of 

class.  If you have an official university excused absence, let your TA know the date(s) well before the 

event.   Note: most students who have poorly in my classes in the past have poor attendance. 

 Students are responsible for notifying me and the TA in writing of anticipated absences due to their 

observances of such holidays no later than the last day for adding a class.  Please refer to the Student Rights 

and Responsibilities handbook for the University Policy on Major Religious Holidays 

 

Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me and your TA as 

soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this course, you must 

provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 

257‐2754, email address jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability services available to 

students with disabilities. 

 

Hints on doing very well in the class 
 Write important information (dates and weeks or exams, quizzes, etc. in your weekly schedule 

book). 

 Watch television news daily or read a daily newspaper, not the campus paper, for world news, as 

discussed above.  
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 Be on time. Persistent tardiness is inexcusable, unprofessional, and will negatively affect your 

grade.  Public explanations for tardiness may be required. 

 Attend each class period. 

 Turn in assignments on time, not even one day late. 

 Read lightly the appropriate chapter before we discuss it, especially the materials at the end. 

 Review notes before coming to class or before lecture starts.  

 Contribute positively to class discussions; I hope to get to know all students. 

 Maintain a positive attitude and interest in the subject. 

 Ask intelligent questions.  Try answering those questions at the end of each chapter. 

 Bring your text to class every day. 

 Prepare ahead of time (begin at the very least a week) for midterm exams. 

 Come to class alert and be there on time. 

 Study GEO 222 notes or text on a regular schedule every day, e.g. 30 minutes (longer when 

reading the chapters) at a minimum. 

 Study the “boxes” of concepts, vignettes, terms, and summary information in each chapter. 

 You will be rewarded for your hard work!! 

 

Professional and Classroom Decorum 
 During class time: no eating or drinking anything, sleeping, snoring, flirting or harassing. 

 Harassment (sexual, verbal, physical) of any kind is unacceptable student behavior, nor is 

intolerance of those with different views.  You may be asked to leave if your behavior disrupts the 

classroom learning atmosphere. 

 No reading of newspapers, magazines, novels, or other texts or notes from other classes.  You will 

be asked to leave the class. 

 No use of laptop computers, television sets, Blackberrys, cassette recorders, Walkmen, iPods, or 

beepers; also no use of cellular phones, either for sending or receiving messages for yourself or 

anyone else in class or elsewhere.  Turn them off as soon as you enter the room and before class 

starts.  If you use them and the go off when class is in session, you may be excused from the class 

that day and asked to make a public apology to class members at the start of the next class.  (Yes, I 

have enforced this policy in the past.)  

 No conversations with friends, colleagues, or those sitting next to you; class time is for learning, 

not conversations; should you disrupt the class, you may be asked to leave. 

 Civility, politeness, and respect for others and others’ views are expected. 

 

Note: Plagiarism is a definite “no no” in an academic environment; penalties can be severe. Consult 

appropriate sections in the Student Rights and Responsibilities document. Advice: best not to cheat or give 

the appearance of using others’ work.  Penalties can be very serious.   (Yes, I have reported students who 

cheated to the office of the Ombud and also dismissed students from class for inappropriate and 

unacceptable  behavior.)   Further Note:  We now have sophisticated programs to detect plagiarism, so 

beware.   

 

College and University Classes:  How Different from high school 
 Expect to do much more reading AND re-reading, writing, and critical thinking. 

 Professors assume you are able to undertake the work, as you met the entrance requirements. 

 Professors may know little or nothing about your high school achievements or backgrounds and 

some (probably most) may not wish to know.  University education is a different level of learning 

and expectations. 

 Many professors expect you to spend at least 2 hours for each hour in class for each course, not 

just 4-6 hours per week for all classes. 

 Professors (all, I hope) want you to succeed; they care about your learning to adjust and seeking 

excellence. They will likely not seek you out and say “what can I do to help you?”  The decision to 

obtain help is yours. 

 Many classes will be very demanding, not only in reading materials, but outside assignments. 
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 Frequent discussion and exposure to controversial subjects, some which you may not have had 

discussions on previously at home, with friends, or in school. Expect sometimes to be 

uncomfortable. 

 Attendance may be required in some classes, strictly optional in others. 

 The first five or six weeks are very critical in first-term success.  A disciplined regimen is crucial 

and getting one established quickly is important. 

 You are on your own; professors are seldom there to encourage or cajole you; they see their role as 

one to impart subject matter, sharpen your critical learning skills, and develop your reading, 

writing, and analytical skills.  Whether you succeed is largely your own decision. 

 

Final Note 
I have taught this class many times in the past thirty years at UK and enjoy it, perhaps I have even taught 

some of your parents or brothers and sisters.  It is one of my favorite classes, not only because I enjoy 

studying world cities, but also visiting them.  Your text is one that I have enjoyed editing with junior and 

senior scholars in the previous editions.  All authors are regional specialists who also enjoy sharing with 

you their enthusiasm for studying cities and regional urban processes and patterns.   Once you have 

completed this course, you should/will be a better/wiser global citizen, traveler, and geographer. Please talk 

with me or the TA if you have any questions about assignments.   I am here not only to help you learn and 

appreciate geography, but to ensure your years at the University of Kentucky are pleasant.   I hope you will 

finish the course and want to take more geography classes.  I especially hope you will become a more 

intelligent, globally aware, caring, and planetary citizen. 

 

 





 

GEO 222 Required Narrative (revised Feb 7 2011) 

a. how the course addresses the learning outcomes of one of the four areas of General Education 

The course directly addresses the learning outcomes of the “Global Dynamics” requirement. There do 

not appear to be any separately specified learning outcomes for area IV Citizenship, so please see below.  

b. how the course addresses the learning outcomes identified in the appropriate course template 

1. Dem onst rat e a grasp  o f  t he o r ig ins and  shap ing in f luence o f  hum an d iversit y and  

issues o f  eq ualit y in  t h is w or ld . 

2. Dem onst rat e an  und erst and ing o f  t he civic, and  o t her , com p lexit ies and  

resp onsib ilit ies o f  act ively p ar t icip at ing in  a d iverse, m ult iet hn ic, m ult ilingual  

w or ld  com m unit y. 

3. Dem onst rat e an  aw areness o f  how  ind ivid ual and  co llect ive d ecision  m aking and  

civic resp onsib ilit ies o f t en  generat e et h ical d ilem m as, con f lict s, and  t rad e -o f f s 

t hat  m ust  b e t hought f u lly evaluat ed , w eighed , and  reso lved . 

4. Dem onst rat e an  aw areness o f  m ajo r  elem ent s o f  at  least  one non -US cult ure o r  

societ y, and  it s relat ionsh ip  t o  t he 21st  cen t ury con t ext . How ever , t h is d oes no t  

p reclud e a st ud ied  exam inat ion  o f  t he h ist o r ical evo lut ion  o f  such  issues, o r  an  

em p hasis up on one p rom inen t  t im e p er iod . 

5. Dem onst rat e an  und erst and ing o f  how  local f eat ures (econom ic, cu lt ural, social,  

p o lit ical and  relig ious) o f  urb an  o r  rural com m unit ies, et hn icit ies, nat ions and  

reg ions are o f t en  linked  t o  g lob al t r end s, t end encies, and  charact er ist ics t hat  o f t en  

m ut ually shap e one ano t her . 

6. Dem onst rat e an  und erst and ing o f  at  least  t w o  o f  t he f o llow ing, as t hey p er t ain  t o  

t he sub ject  m at t er  o f  t he course: a) Societ al, cu lt ural, and  inst it u t ional change over  

t im e; b ) Civic engagem ent ; c) Cross-nat ional and /o r  com p arat ive issues; d ) Pow er  

and  resist ance 

 

The course directly addresses learning outcome #1. The course concerns the diverse features of cities 

around the world. The way cities have evolved, are organized, function, and are understood by their 

inhabitants varies and this variation is a theme throughout the course. 

Urban areas are sites of complex problems and as such demand on-going societal efforts to address 

them. The governance and regulation or urban life and the role of various social groups in such efforts, 

again vary globally. In addition, the course considers what urban futures are desirable and likely. The 

course will examine these aspects of urban geography as it considers cities of the major world regions in 

turn, thus addressing #2 and 3.  The assignment (Major Project – see syllabus) reinforces these themes. 

#4: since the treatment is in part regional, the majority of the course is on regions other than North 

America. 

#5: the course begins with an examination of the world urban system (stressing inter-urban linkages) 

and then moves to regional approach for which the global system provides the context in this way 

addressing the concern to connect local and global.  



  #6 All of these four leaning outcomes will be addressed, though perhaps c  most centrally. The second 

assignment directly addresses this (see syllabus). 

c. evidence of active engagement of students in the course 

The course will be run with weekly discussion sections (with 21 students maximum in each). These are 

structured to enable an array of formats to engage students.  There will be a variety of interactive 

sessions, ranging from discussion of a particular reading to debates to role playing exercises. It may be 

possible to use skype or other VOIP systems to hold conversations between students and people in far 

away locations. This has been piloted in other introductory Geography courses.  

d. general description of the type of assignment(s) that can be extracted from the course for 

assessment of the General Education program. 

The final assignment (Major Project – see syllabus) will be worth at least 15% of the course grade as 

specified in the Guidelines for Course Designers for this requirement.  This will be a paper on a selected 

city—one that brings together a variety of information from different kinds of sources and expects the 

student to engage in a critical analysis of that city’s social diversity, economic inequality, and its political 

life (formal and informal) presented in a clear and well-written format. Complete details, including the 

grading rubric will be given to students ahead of time.  




