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Course Information

Date Submitted:  1/2/2013

Current Prefix and Number:   HIS - History ,  HIS 296 - EAST ASIA SINCE 1600

Other Course:

Proposed Prefix and Number:

What type of change is being proposed?

           Major Change

Should this course be a UK Core Course?   Yes

           Inquiry - Humanities

           Global Dynamics

1. General Information

a. Submitted by the College of:   College of Arts &Sciences

b. Department/Division:   History

c. Is there a change in ‘ownership’ of the course?   No

    If YES, what college/department will offer the course instead:   Select...

e. Contact Person

                    Name:   Denise Ho

                    Email:   denise.ho@uky.edu

                    Phone:   (859) 257-1515

               Responsible Faculty ID (if different from Contact)

                    Name:

                    Email:

                    Phone:

f. Requested Effective Date   

   Semester Following Approval: Yes  OR Effective Semester: 

2. Designation and Description of Proposed Course

a. Current Distance Learning (DL) Status:   N/A

b. Full Title:   EAST ASIA SINCE 1600

     Proposed Title:   same
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 c. Current Transcript Title:   EAST ASIA SINCE 1600

    Proposed Transcript Title:   same

d. Current Cross-listing:   none

    Proposed – ADD Cross-listing :

    Proposed – REMOVE Cross-listing:

e. Current Meeting Patterns

           LECTURE:  3

    Proposed Meeting Patterns

           LECTURE:  3

f. Current Grading System:   ABC Letter Grade Scale

    Proposed Grading System:   PropGradingSys

g. Current number of credit hours:   3

    Proposed number of credit hours:   3

h. Currently, is this course repeatable for additional credit?   No

    Proposed to be repeatable for additional credit?   No

    If Yes: Maximum number of credit hours:

    If Yes: Will this course allow multiple registrations during the same semester?   No

2i. Current Course Description for Bulletin:   What we think of today as East Asia has a long history of both shared culture

and separate experiences. In premodern East Asia, cultural contacts led to commonalities including systems of writing and

ways of thought such as Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism. In modern times and in becoming nations, China, Japan,

and Korea each sought their own identity. The reforms and revolutions that Asia has experienced since 1600 can be

viewed both in the context of the region and through the experience of each nation. This is an introductory course in the

cultural, social, and political history of East Asia.

     Proposed Course Description for Bulletin:   same

2j. Current Prerequisites, if any:

     Proposed Prerequisites, if any:

2k. Current Supplementary Teaching Component:

     Proposed Supplementary Teaching Component:

3.  Currently, is this course taught off campus?   No

     Proposed to be taught off campus?   No

     If YES, enter the off campus address:

4. Are significant changes in content/student learning outcomes of the course being proposed?   No
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     If YES, explain and offer brief rational:

5a. Are there other depts. and/or pgms that could be affected by the proposed change?   No

     If YES, identify the depts. and/or pgms:

5b. Will modifying this course result in a new requirement of ANY program?   No

     If YES, list the program(s) here:

6.  Check box if changed to 400G or 500:  No

Distance Learning Form

Instructor Name:

Instructor Email:

Internet/Web-based:   No

Interactive Video:   No

Hybrid:   No

1.How does this course provide for timely and appropriate interaction between students and faculty and among students?

Does the course syllabus conform to University Senate Syllabus Guidelines, specifically the Distance Learning

Considerations?

2.How do you ensure that the experience for a DL student is comparable to that of a classroom-based student’s

experience? Aspects to explore: textbooks, course goals, assessment of student learning outcomes, etc.

3.How is the integrity of student work ensured? Please speak to aspects such as password-protected course portals,

proctors for exams at interactive video sites; academic offense policy; etc.

4.Will offering this course via DL result in at least 25% or at least 50% (based on total credit hours required for completion)

of a degree program being offered via any form of DL, as defined above?

If yes, which percentage, and which program(s)?

5.How are students taking the course via DL assured of equivalent access to student services, similar to that of a student

taking the class in a traditional classroom setting?

6.How do course requirements ensure that students make appropriate use of learning resources?

7.Please explain specifically how access is provided to laboratories, facilities, and equipment appropriate to the course or

program.

8.How are students informed of procedures for resolving technical complaints? Does the syllabus list the entities available

to offer technical help with the delivery and/or receipt of the course, such as the Information Technology Customer Service

Center (http://www.uky.edu/UKIT/)?

9.Will the course be delivered via services available through the Distance Learning Program (DLP) and the Academic

Technology Group (ATL)?   NO
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If no, explain how student enrolled in DL courses are able to use the technology employed, as well as how students will be

provided with assistance in using said technology.

10.Does the syllabus contain all the required components?   NO

11.I, the instructor of record, have read and understood all of the university-level statements regarding DL.

         Instructor Name:

           SIGNATURE|KCROUCH|Kathryn F Crouch|Dept approval for ZCOURSE_CHANGE HIS 296|20121116

           SIGNATURE|KCROUCH|Kathryn F Crouch|College approval for ZCOURSE_CHANGE HIS 296|20121116

           SIGNATURE|WF-BATCH|Batch User|Subworkflow for GenEd Expert review|20121116

           SIGNATURE|KCROUCH|Kathryn F Crouch|UKCEC Expert review ZCOURSE_CHANGE HIS 296|20121116

           SIGNATURE|WF-BATCH|Batch User|Subworkflow for GenEd Expert review|20121116

           SIGNATURE|KCROUCH|Kathryn F Crouch|UKCEC Expert review ZCOURSE_CHANGE HIS 296|20121116

           SIGNATURE|JMETT2|Joanie Ett-Mims|UKCore approval for ZCOURSE_CHANGE HIS 296|20121116

           SIGNATURE|JMETT2|Joanie Ett-Mims|Undergrad Council approval for ZCOURSE_CHANGE HIS 296|20121204













University of Kentucky 
College of Arts and Sciences 

History 296-001 
Spring 2010 

 
East Asia Since 1600 

 
Professor Denise Ho 
Office: 1761 Patterson Office Tower 
Telephone: (859) 257-1515 
Email: denise.ho@uky.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesday 3:00-5:00 and by appointment. 
Note: Preferred correspondence is via email.  Please note that emails will be returned Mondays-
Fridays.   
 
Class Hours: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:30-1:45, CB Room 333 
 
Course Description:  What we think of today as East Asia has a long history of both shared 
culture and separate experiences.  In premodern East Asia, cultural contacts led to commonalities 
including systems of writing and ways of thought such as Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism.  
In modern times and in becoming nations, China, Japan, and Korea each sought their own 
identity.  The reforms and revolutions that Asia has experienced since 1600 can be viewed both 
in the context of the region and through the experience of each nation.  This is an introductory 
course in the cultural, social, and political history of East Asia.   
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
1) Demonstrate ability to conduct basic historical research.  Identify appropriate historical 

questions; use both primary and secondary sources; use web sources effectively. 
2) Interpret historical arguments critically.  Analyze historical texts; compare conflicting 

arguments and evidence; recognize various methods and concepts historians use in 
constructing arguments; recognize the complexity of historical causation. 

3) Demonstrate ability to communicate clearly and effectively.  Explain and present historical 
concepts and interpretations orally; write well-organized and persuasive essays. 

4) Recognize the diversity of the human experience in studying the past.  Demonstrate an 
understanding of the past in its own terms as well as change over time; identify the 
connections between local communities and the larger world; assess the power of factors 
such as culture, race, gender, religion, and class to influence human interaction.   

 
Courses goals/objectives: 

Course meetings will be divided into two parts, a lecture and a discussion.  The objective of the 
lecture will be to present a narrative and analytical framework for the sources/other readings in 
the discussion.  The objective of the discussion will be to critically examine the assigned 
readings and learn from discussion with your classmates.  Reading responses will be designed to 
help prepare you for section discussion. 
 
 

mailto:denise.ho@uky.edu


Course Requirements: 

Reading responses  10%   100 points (10 points each) 
Discussion participation 20%   200 points 
Midterm Examination  20%   200 points 
Two short papers  30%   300 points (150 points each) 
Final Examination  20%   200 points 
 
Guidelines will be distributed for papers and exams.  Weekly reading responses of one page will 
be designed to help facilitate classroom discussion and/or help generate ideas for short papers.  
In order to receive credit, reading responses must be uploaded to Blackboard by midnight 
the day before the class meeting in which they are due and students must bring hard copies to 
class for discussion.  A total of ten reading responses will be assigned, and each will be worth 10 
points.     
 
Two short papers, 6-8 pages in length, will be designed to encourage analytical writing about 
sources.  The objective of these two papers will be to do close readings of primary sources in 
translation, and the paper topics will ask students to treat particular themes—cultural borrowing, 
imperialism and anti-colonialism, or nationalism—and do so in a comparative context (either 
comparing two cultures or two historical periods).  Outside research will not be required, except 
for students writing on visual culture (those papers will focus on the use of MIT’s Visualizing 
Cultures project).   
 
Class Policies: 

 
Attendance is required for the participation grade.  Absences may be excused with a doctor’s 
note; there will be no make-up opportunities for unexcused absences.  Assignments must be 
submitted on time; late assignments will be penalized one step per day.   
 
In this course a 90-100% will be an A grade, 80-89% a B grade, 70-79% a C grade, 60-69% a D 
grade, and below 60% a failing grade.  Students will be provided a midterm evaluation.  Student 
work is expected to uphold standards of academic integrity, and cases of plagiarism will not be 
tolerated. 
 
If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see the 
instructor as soon as possible during scheduled office hours.  In order to receive accommodations 
in this course, you must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability 
Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of 
campus disability services available to students with disabilities.   
 
Readings:  The following books are available at the UK Bookstore, and the books that are also at 
the Young Library have been placed on reserve. 
   

1) Ebrey, Patricia, Anne Walthall and James P. Palais.  Modern East Asia: A Cultural, 
Social, and Political History. Houghton, 2005.  This book is optional background reading 
for students with no prior knowledge of East Asian history. 
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2) De Bary, Wm. Theodore.  Sources of East Asian Tradition, Volume 2.  Columbia, 2008.  
This book is required. 

3) Iriye, Akira.  China and Japan in the Global Setting.  Harvard, 1998.  This book is 
required. 

4) Soseki, Natsume. Kokoro.  Gateway, 1957.  This book is required. 
5) Kim, Richard E.  Lost Names: Scenes from a Korean Boyhood.  Berkeley, 1998.  This 

book is required. 
6) Chen, Ruoxi.  The Execution of Mayor Yin and Other Stories from the Great Proletarian 

Cultural Revolution.  Indiana, 2004.  This book is required but you may download it as 
an e-book from the Young Library.  

7) Course readings on Blackboard.    
 
Week 1: Thinking About East Asia 
Thursday January 14 

Reading(in-class): Handout, Excerpts from Ch’oe Pu’s Diary 
 
Week 2:  
Tuesday January 19: The Creation of the Manchu Empire, 1600-1800 

Reading: Blackboard, The Yangzhou Massacre (Ebrey) 
 Blackboard, “Two Edicts Concerning the Manchu Rule,” (Spence) 
 Reading response due 
 
Thursday January 21:  Edo Japan, 1603-1800 
 Reading:  

Sources, “Ieyasu and the Tokugawa Shogunate,” pp. 121-128. 
 Sources, “Dutch Learning,” pp. 246-253  
 
Week 3 
Tuesday January 26: Late Choson Korea, 1598-1800 
 Reading: 
 Sources, “Education,” pp. 384-401 
 Sources, “The Encounter with the West,” pp. 423-435 
 Reading response due 
 
Thursday January 28: China in Crisis 
 Sources, “The Western Intrusion into China,” pp. 93-100 
 Sources, “The Heavenly Kingdom of the Taipings, pp. 106-115 
  
 
Week 4 
Tuesday February 2: No class, instructor out of town. 
 
Thursday February 4 
 Sources, “Moderate Reform and the Self-Strengthening Movement,” pp. 629-640. 
 Reading response due 
 



Week 5 
Tuesday February 9: Japan in Turmoil and Transformation 
 Sources, “The Meiji Restoration,” pp. 471-484 
 Reading response due 
 
Thursday February 11 
 Sources, “The Meiji Constitution,” pp. 511-512 
 Iriye, “China and Japan in the Global Setting,” Chapter 1 (Power), pp. 1-38 
 
 
 
Week 6 
Tuesday February 16: The Final Years of Choson Korea (1800-1895) 
 Sources, “The Tonghak Uprisings and the Kabo Reforms,” pp. 999-1007 
 
Thursday February 18: Visualizing Cultures 
 
First Paper Due 
 
Week 7 
Tuesday February 23: China in Revolution 
 Sources, “Liang Qichao: Renewing the People,” pp. 665-668 
 Sources, “Sun Yat-sen and the Nationalist Revolution,” pp. 678-687 
 
Thursday February 25: China and the Treaty of Versailles: The May Fourth Movement and 
Nationalism 
 Blackboard, “The Spirit of the May Fourth Movement,” (Ebrey) 
 Blackboard, “The General Strike,” (Ebrey) 
 Reading response due 
 
Week 8 
Tuesday March 2: The Rise of Modern Japan 
 Kokoro 
 
Thursday March 4: Discussion: Kokoro 
 Kokoro 
 Reading response due 
 
Week 9 
Tuesday March 9: Korea Under Colonial Rule 
 Discussion: Lost Names 
 
Thursday March 11: Midterm 
 
Spring Break 
 



Week 10 
Tuesday March 23: War and Revolution in China 
 Sources, “Chiang Kai-shek, Nationalism and Traditionalism,” pp. 692-698 
 Sources, “Mao’s Revolutionary Doctrine,” pp. 730-739 
Thursday March 25: no-class, instructor at conference 
 
Week 11 
Tuesday March 30: World War II in the Far East 
 Blackboard, “World War II,” (Spence) 
 Iriye, “China and Japan in the Global Setting,” Chapter 2 (Culture), pp. 39-88 
 Reading response due 
Thursday April 1: War and Aftermath in Japan, 1931-1964 
 Sources, “Empire and War,” pp. 614-625 
 Sources, “The Occupation Years,” pp. 805-835 
 
Week 12 
Tuesday April 6: China Under Mao 
 Sources, “Changes in Mid-Course,” pp. 752-756.” 
 
Thursday April 8: The Cultural Revolution 
 Discussion: Chen Ruoxi 
 Reading response due 
 
Week 13 
Tuesday April 13: China in the Era of Reform and Opening-Up 
 Sources, “Deng’s Modernization and Its Critics,” pp. 762-773 
 
Thursday April 15: Korea Since 1945 
 Sources, “The Constitution of the Republic of Korea,” pp. 1052-1056 
 Sources, “Dialogues Between North and South Korea,” pp. 1064-1067 
 Sources, Kim Taejung, “My Country, My Aspiration,” pp. 1075-1080 
 Reading response due 
 
Week 14 
Tuesday April 20: Contemporary Japan Since 1965 
 Sources, “The Consumer Revolution,” pp. 842-848 
 Iriye, “China and Japan in the Global Setting,” (Economics), pp. 89-136 
 
Thursday April 22: The Four Little Dragons 
 Ezra Vogel, excerpts, Blackboard 
 
Second Paper Due 
 
Week 15 
Tuesday April 27: Issues in Contemporary East Asia 
 Reading TBA 



 
Thursday April 29: Reflecting on the Twentieth Century in East Asia 
 Sources, “The Asia-Pacific War in History and Memory,” pp. 953-964 
 Reading response due 
 
Final Exam: Tuesday May 4 at 1:00 p.m. 
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