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(proposed) JPN 351: The Japanese Experience of the Twentieth Century  
 
Instructor:  Professor Douglas Slaymaker 
Office:   977 Patterson Office  

Office Phone: 257-7557 
e-mail: dslaym@uky.edu (include name and course with e-mail) 
(e-mail is preferred and will get quickest response) 
(For face-to-face, telephone or SKYPE appointments: e-mail me to set up a meeting time.) 

Office Hour: T 3-3:50, Wed 2-2:50 and by appointment 
 

Class Schedule 
Course Description 

Required Texts 

Papers 
Grading Procedures 

Policies 
Class Time and Location:  
ONLINE: go to: MyUK and log into Blackboard using your LINK BLUE username and password.  
 
Minimum Technology Requirements: 
In order to participate in this course, you will need access to a computer with the minimum hardware, software and 
internet configuration described at this site:  http://www.uky.edu/Blackboard/computer.php.  
 
Note: the use of Internet Explorer is NOT recommended for use with Blackboard. Firefox is the recommended 
Internet browser for the course.  
 
You will need to install a number of plugins on your computer. The links to the specific plugins required for this 
course can be found in MODULE 1 of the COURSE MATERIALS section of the course.  If using a UK computer 
these plugins should be already installed. 
 
If you experience technical difficulties with accessing course materials, the Customer Service Center should be able 
to assist you. Their hours are 7am – 6pm Monday through Friday. Contact them at 859-257-1300 or by e-mail at 
helpdesk@uky.edu. Please also inform the course instructor when you are having technical difficulties.  
 
The Teaching and Academic Support Center (TASC) website (http://www.uky.edu/TASC/) offers additional 
information and resources that can promote a successful distance learning experience. They may also be reached at 
859-257-8272.          
 

Week 1 
 

Syllabus, course mechanics, theoretical and historical placements  
Ross Poole on Culture  
Tokugawa backgrounds  
READ:  Varley, 205-234  
map of Japan  
Map of Asia 
Day 2 ppt 
pronunciation guide 

Week 2 
 

Meiji Period  
READ:  Varley, 235-264 
READ: Higuchi Ichiyo, "Child's Play" in Bb (click here for Bb access instructions)  
Beato images 

WEEK 4 READ: Varley, 264-270  
Hagakure and samurai culture (ppt) 
READ: chapt 1 from Hagakure 
READ: Varley, 271-286 



READ: Cwiertka, "The Making of a National Cuisine"
respond to these (also available in Bb) 
food.ppt 

WEEK 5 
 

READ: Natsume Soseki Kokoro 
Paper #1 due  
READ: Varley, 286-303 
READ: Yumeno Kyusaku: "Terrifying Tokyo" 
READ: Edogawa Ranpo, "The Hell of Mirrors"

WEEK 6 
2/16/10  
Tuesday 

Taisho Period 
READ: Selection from Yokomitsu Riichi, Shanghai  
Yokomitsu and Shanghai (ppt) READ: Kawabata, Yasunari, “Kid Ume, the Silver Cat” 
in Bb 
READ: Kuroshima Denji “Militarized Streets”  
READ: Varley pp 303-331 
READ: Hayashi Kyoko "Ritual of Death"  
READ: Sakaguchi Ango, "Discourse on Decadence"

WEEK 7 
 

 VIEW: Tokyo Story (dir. Ozu)  
READ: Kojima Nobuo “The American School”  

complete assignment  
short paper on Gojira See Bb for details 
complete assignment in Bb  
READ:  Varley pp 331-346  
1960s.ppt  

Week 8 READ: Kawabata Yasunari Nobel Prize Speech "Japan, the Beautiful and Myself"  
 Oe Kenzaburo, "The Catch" and Nobel Prize speech "Japan, the Ambiguous and 
Myself"  
 READ: Abe, The Woman in the Dunes  
READ:  Hiroki Azuma, "The Otaku's Pseudo-Japan"

   
   
Course Description  
back to top  
  
This course explores critical themes in Japan since the Meiji restoration of 1868.  You will come away from this 
study with a sense of the history and the flow of ideas across the last 150 years of the Japanese experience.  A 
number of critical ideas will focus this inquiry: culture, identity (national and individual, gendered and class), 
orientalism, nation and empire building, urbanization and mass culture, print and visual cultures, among others.  
  
Some Student Learning Outcomes objectives: 
• Students will learn to bring critical faculties to these topics, and will learn to apply these faculties to areas not 
limited by the entity known as "Japan."  
• Students will also learn to express these ideas in written form. This will engage skills of reading, writing and 
critical analysis.  
• In result, students will have a fuller understanding of how Japan and its people have navigated the various 
challenges of the last 150 years.  
• Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of major trends and social concerns in Japan since the Meiji 
period.  
• Student will be able to discuss cultural products (film, fiction, and art) produced from those trends, and be able to 
articulate their relationship to the time in which they were produced. Works are chosen for their representative value 
and for their interaction with issues from the time they were produced. 
• Students will be able to explain issues facing Japan since the Meiji period and place them in the world. 
  



 
Grading  
back to top 
The course grade will be determined as follows:  

  
30% 2 papers,  2 to 3 pages  
70% two exams (30% midterm; 40% final) 

 
Grading scale for undergraduates: 

90 – 100% = A 
80 – 89% = B 
etc. 

 
Final Exam Information 
Date, time, location, other information - TBA 
 
Mid-term Grade (for 100-400 level courses, and for undergraduates in 500 level courses) 
Mid-term grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the Academic Calendar 
(http://www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htm)   
  
ONLINE EXAMINATION INFORMATION 
The online examinations will be submitted electronically through Blackboard and must be submitted by the stated 
deadline (9.00am). Each examination will consist of 50 multiple-choice or true/false questions.   The examination 
will be available beginning 3 hours before the due date/time. It is your responsibility to make sure that you access 
the material during that time period.  You can access the examination any time during the 3 hour window but you 
can only access it once. Once you access an examination you have 50 minutes in which to complete and submit it 
(the latest you should access an online examination is 8.00am). If you go over the time you will not be able to 
submit it and will receive an automatic score of zero for that examination. It is your responsibility to watch the 
time and submit the examination in time.  
Online examinations are CLOSED BOOK examinations. You cannot use your text book or any other notes when 
taking an examination. You are on your honor to take the examination on your own without the assistance of 
any other person or materials.  
Online examinations will be automatically graded and your score will be available immediately.  
  
If you encounter problems when taking an exam: First try calling me at 257-7557 - I will be in my office during 
the entire examination period. If you are unable to contact me by phone: send me an e-mail and include a phone 
number where you can be reached. I will contact you ASAP. 
Class Participation will be measured in a number of ways. Many days will include a short writing assignment. I will 
also randomly call on individuals to respond to questions. These may be review questions, or concern the days 
readings. Discussion forums may also be used to encourage classroom participation.  
  
Academic Offenses: 
PLAGIARISM and CHEATING are serious academic offenses.  
The following is an excerpt taken from the "Students Rights and Responsibilities Handbook, University of 
Kentucky" regarding cheating. 
"Cheating is defined by its general usage. It includes, but is not limited to, the wrongful giving, taking, or 
presenting any information or material by a student with the intent of aiding himself/herself or another on any 
academic work which is considered in any way in the determination of the final grade." 
The following is an excerpt taken from the "Students Rights and Responsibilities Handbook, University of 
Kentucky" regarding plagiarism. 
"All academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, 
is expected to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression.  
When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas, organization, 
wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgment of the fact, the students are 
guilty of plagiarism. 
Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else's work........ If the words of someone else are used, the student 
MUST put quotation marks around the passage in question and add an appropriate indication of its origin. 
Making simple changes while leaving the organization, content and phraseology intact is plagiaristic." 



Charges of an academic offense will be made against any student that cheats or commits plagiarism. Penalties for 
such an offense will be assessed according to University Regulations regarding Academic Offenses.  The most 
severe penalties include suspension or dismissal from the University. I have a zero-tolerance policy regarding 
academic offenses. 
NOTE* In addition to the circumstances listed above, the following activities are considered evidence of cheating: 
1) Any talking to another student during an examination.  
2) Looking at another students work during an examination, or allowing another student to look at your work. 
3) Collaborating with another student on an examination and/or submitting an assignment that is similar in wording 
or sentence construction to the work of another student in the class, even if you acknowledge the participation of the 
other student. ALL SUBMITTED WORK MUST BE DONE BY YOU ALONE. 
 
Please note:  Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check for plagiarism. 

Student Conduct  

Students are expected to maintain decorum that includes respect for other students and the professor, to regularly 
log in to the course, and to display an attitude that seeks to take full advantage of the educational opportunity.  All 
students are expected to be prepared to work and actively participate in class activities 

   
Required texts:  
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Natsume Soseki Kokoro  
ISBN:0895267152  
Format: Paperback, 248pp  
Pub. Date: May 1996  
Publisher: Regnery Publishing, Inc., An Eagle Publishing Company  

   
Varley, Paul. Japanese Culture (4th edition)  
ISBN: 0824821521  
Format: Paperback, 384pp  
Pub. Date: May 2000  
Publisher: University of Hawaii Press  
  
Abe, Kobo. Woman in the Dunes 
ISBN: 978-0679733782 
Format: Paperback, 256 pages    
Pub. Date: April 1991) 
Publisher: Vintage 
  

Readings:    
Books are available in the bookstores; DVDs in the library; documents available via e-reserves: 
  
Books may be purchased from the following stores.  
• Kennedy Bookstore, 405 S. Limestone, (606) 252-0331 or 1-800-892-5165,  
 or go to the website: http://www.kennedys.com  
• Wildcat Text Books, 563 S. Limestone, (606) 225-7771,  
 or go to the website: http://www.wildcattext.com  
• UK Bookstore 106 Student Center Annex, phone (606) 257-6304 or 1-800-327-6141,  
 or go to the website: http://www.ukbookstore.com  
 
 Distance Learning Library Services 
As a Distance Learning student you have access to the Distance Learning Library services at 
http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/DLLS. 
This service can provide you access to UK’s circulating collections and can deliver to you manuscripts or books 
from UKs library or other libraries. The DL Librarian may be reached at 859-257-0500, ext 2171, or 800-828-0439 
(option #6) or by mail at dlservice@email.uky.edu. For an interlibrary loan visit: 
http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/linpage.php?lweb_id=253&llib_id=16 



 
 
Films:   
Films listed in the syllabus are required texts.  You are responsible to view them, and to do so with the care 
accorded to a written text.   
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Papers:  
  
This course will require two papers.  Each paper is to be 2-3 pages in length. Papers are to be double spaced, with 
margins of no more than one-inch on all sides, with consecutive page numbers, 12-point font, and Times Roman (or 
a similar size) fonts.  Click here for more paper help; you will be linked to Professor Tannenbaum's very complete 
page.  The UK Writing Center is another recommended resource. If citing sources, use a proper bibliographic 
format, such as the MLA style sheet; click here for more on this.  
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All work must be the original product of your efforts, and all materials quoted from others must be properly credited. 
When citing sources, use a proper bibliographic format, such as the MLA style sheet. All work must be the original 
product of your efforts, and all materials quoted from others must be properly credited. You should refer to the 
Students Rights and Responsibilities code (especially section 6.3.0) for a discussion of the University's policies 
regarding academic integrity.  
  
Paper 1: This paper takes as its topic the novel Kokoro. You have two points to addess in this paper. One, discuss 
the novel by identifying an issue or topic from Kokoro and then explore it. Some examples: the theme of loneliness; 
the imagery of the modern city; the gender dynamics among the characters. There are many others; you are 
encouraged to be creative and find your own compelling issues. Your paper will develop how this issue or theme is 
treated in the novel. Second, relate that issue to the Meiji era. You will do this from readings and discussions in 
class, or from other outside reading. This paper is due February 9, in print form, in class.  
   
Paper 2: Paper 2: This paper must discuss two of the films shown at the Samurai Film festival in April. Identify 
themes or ideas found in two of the films. As you did in paper #1, discuss how these ideas contribute to our 
understanding of the films. Discuss as well how these films relate to the samurai in Japanese history and or in 
Japanese film.  
A useful guide to writing about film is here.  
  
Be sure to have a thesis statement, a central idea, for these papers. Write clearly and accurately.  
   
I am always available to discuss paper ideas and to read rough drafts.  I encourage you to discuss them with me.  
You can submit any paper early.  
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Attendance:   
All course materials are on-line and it is YOUR responsibility to access material in a timely manner. To help keep 
you on track I have provided a LECTURE SCHEDULE that you should follow. The lecture schedule is posted on 
BlackBoard in the COURSE INFORMATION section of Blackboard. You are expected to spend a MINIMUM of 
5-6 hours per DAY on-line interacting with the course material.   
 
Excused Absences (boilerplate): 

Students need to notify the professor of absences prior to class when possible. S.R. 5.2.4.2 defines the 
following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious illness, (b) illness or death of family 
member, (c) University-related trips, (d) major religious holidays, and (e) other circumstances found to fit 
“reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the professor. 
 
Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the instructor in 
writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later than the last day in the 
semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious holidays may be obtained through the 
religious liaison, Mr. Jake Karnes (859-257-2754). 
 



Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for the semester 
are missed (excused or unexcused) per university policy.  
 

 Verification of Absences (boilerplate): 
Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused. Senate Rule 
5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when students claim an 
excused absence because of illness or death in the family. Appropriate notification of absences due to 
university-related trips is required prior to the absence. 
 
Accommodations due to disability (boilerplate): 
If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me as soon as 
possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this course, you must 
provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 
257-2754, email address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability services available 
to students with disabilities. 

 
Getting Started: Log into your Blackboard (Bb) account 
 

1) Access the course syllabus: The course syllabus can be viewed by clicking on the red COURSE 
INFORMATION button and then clicking on SYLLABUS. I would recommend you print out a copy of the 
syllabus for future reference. Make a note of all deadlines.  
 

2) You should check that the e-mail address listed for you is your current e-mail address (it does not have to 
be a UK address just the e-mail that you regularly use). If it is not your regular e-mail address, then change 
it to your current address (except for HOTMAIL accounts which sometimes aren’t compatible with Bb) 
and click submit. This is the address that I will use to communicate with you. (Go to TOOLS to change 
your e-mail address) 

 
3)  This is a 3 credit hour course taught exclusively through the web. All course materials are on-line and it is 

YOUR responsibility to access material in a timely manner. To help keep you on track I have provided a 
LECTURE SCHEDULE that you should follow. The lecture schedule is posted in the COURSE 
INFORMATION just below the syllabus. Again, I would recommend you print it out. This is a difficult 
course and it is imperative that you stay up-to-date with the lecture material. Do not procrastinate and leave 
material to the last minute. You are expected to spend a MINIMUM of 5 - 6 hours per DAY on-line 
interacting with the course material. Take some time to familiarize yourself with navigating through the 
course material. The course is divided into 19 modules (found by clicking on the red COURSE 
MATERIALS button). Each module consists of multiple files. These files are in a variety of forms: 
PowerPoint, word documents, web links, Authorware files, etc. As you work through the course materials 
you should take notes the same way you would for a "regular" lecture course.  

 
4) Please be aware that some files that you will be downloading are fairly large and may take a while (several 

minutes) to download especially if you are accessing the course material using a modem or a slow 
broadband connection.  

 
5)  Given that all course material is delivered through the Internet, occasional problems may arise with 

accessing course material. If you have problems accessing course material, or if web links appear to be not 
functioning, please contact me and I will get the problem rectified as quickly as possible. 

 
6)  Recommended first actions: 

(1) Print out a copy of the syllabus and lecture schedule  
(2) Do the VARK questionaire (link in module 1)  
(3) Begin work on module 1 - (if working on your home /dorm computer - download all of the plug-ins 
listed in module 1).  
(4) Log into Thinkwell and get your online account set up 




