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TA 336 Advanced Acting: Classical Styles (3 units) 
 
Instructor: Andrew Kimbrough, PhD 
Email: amkimb2@uky.edu  
Phone: (859) 257-8165 
Office Hours: MW 10am – Noon 
 
Course Description: A course of advanced study focused on three classical western acting styles 
from ancient Greece, Elizabethan England, Restoration England, or Neo-classic France. 
 
Course Goals: Students enrolled in this course will gain a greater theoretical understanding—
including the history, costumes, performance conventions, and language—of the plays and 
practical experience in applying the theory to performance. Students who successfully complete 
the course will be able to audition and perform in these styles with greater historical 
understanding of the demands the texts place upon actors. 
 
Learning Outcomes: Through assignments and practical exercises students will acquire the 
theoretical and practical tools necessary to meet the course goals. Specifically, students who 
successfully complete the course will be able to: 
 Identify and communicate the basic theoretical and historical premises of the periods 

studied, 
 Recognize the dramatic conventions of the time periods’ plays, 
 Conduct text analysis according to the conventions of the periods, 
 Explain appropriate choices regarding costuming characters of the periods, 
 Demonstrate appropriate choices regarding the behavioral manners of the periods, 
 Demonstrate appropriate behavioral choices for performance of the plays of these periods, 
 Respond as informed practitioners to the contemporary staging of classical work. 

 
Required Reading: 1) Students must read the entire play from which their scenes derive. 2) A 
course packet is available containing chapters from the following sources: 
 

Boucher, Francois. 20,000 Years of Fashion: The History of Costume and Personal 
Adornment. 
Brooke, Iris. Costume in Greek Classic Drama. 
Callow, Simon. Acting in Restoration Comedy. 
Cassin-Scott, Jack. Costumes and Settings for Staging Historical Plays.  
Cosgrave, Bronwyn. The Complete History of Costume and Fashion from Ancient Egypt 
to the Present Day.  
Cunnington, C. Willett & Phillis Cunnington, Handbook of English Costume in the 18th 
Century. 
Cunnington, Phillis. Costume of Household Servants from the Middle Ages to 1900.  
Cunnington, Phillis & Catherine Lucas, Occupational Costume in England from the 11th 
Century to 1914. 
Golden, Leon. Aristotle on Tragic and Comic Mimesis. 
Harrop, John and Sabin R. Epstein, Acting with Style.  
Meyer-Dinkgrafe, Daniel. Approaches to Acting Past and Present.  
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Morrison, Malcolm. Classical Acting.  
Norris, Herbert. Tudor Costume and Fashion. 
Oxenford, Lyn. Playing Period Plays. 
Ribeiro, Aileen. Dress in 18th -century Europe. 
Walton, J. Michael. Greek Theatre Practice. 
Winter, Janet and Carolyn Savoy, Elizabethan Costuming for the years 1550-1580. 

 
Grading (as a percentage of the final grade): 
1. Punctuality, attendance, and decorum: see Course Policies. 
2. Greek scene: 150 points 
3. Greek Character analysis: 50 points 
4. Elizabethan scene or speech: 150 points 
5. Elizabethan character analysis: 50 points 
6. French Neo-classic scene or speech: 150 points 
7. Neo-classic character analysis: 50 points 
8. Written response to the acting in a classical play (if staged in Lexington, Louisville or 
Cincinnati theatre seasons): 100 points 
9. Final exam: 100 points 
10. Quizzes, if needed, will be factored into individual scene or speech grades. 
 
Midterm grades are based upon Assignments 2-5 (Greek and Elizabethan) 
( _____________ out of 400pts) 
 
Mid-term grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the Academic Calendar 
(http://www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htm)   
 
Final (grade) points possible: 800pts    Total points earned: ______ 
 
800-720 = A, 719-640 – B, 639-560 = C, 559-480 = D, 479-0 = E 
 
Course Schedule: 
 
Jan. 9. Introduction to course. Assignment of Greek scenes and speeches. Students read Greek 
plays and supporting materials. 
 
Jan. 14. Classic Greek Theatre: history, customs, and performance conventions. 
 
Jan. 16. Rehearse scene and speech #1. Adjustments and revision. 
 
Jan. 21. Academic holiday. No class. 
 
Jan. 23. Rehearse scene and speech #1. Adjustments and revision. 
 
Jan. 28. Rehearse scene and speech #1. Adjustments and revision. 
 
Jan. 30. Rehearse scene and speech #1. Adjustments and revision. 
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Feb. 4. Rehearse scene and speech #1. Adjustments and revision. Elizabethan scene and speech  

assignments. Students read plays. 
 
Feb. 6. Rehearse scene and speech #1.  
 
Feb. 11. Rehearse scene and speech #1. 
 
Feb. 13. Rehearse scene and speech #1. 
 
Feb. 18. Elizabethan Theatre: history, customs, and performance conventions. 
 
Feb. 20. Rehearse scene and speech #2. Adjustments and revision. 
 
Feb. 25. Rehearse scene and speech #2. Adjustments and revision. 
 
Feb. 27. Rehearse scene and speech #2. Adjustments and revision. 
 
March 3. Midterm of Semester. Rehearse scene and speech #2. Adjustments and revision. 
 
March 5. Rehearse scene and speech #2. Adjustments and revision. French Neo-classic scene and  

speech assignments. Students read plays. 
 
March 10. Spring Break. No class. 
 
March 12. Spring Break. No class. 
 
March 17. Rehearse scene and speech #2.  
 
March 19. Rehearse scene and speech #2.  
 
March 24. Rehearse scene and speech #2.  
 
March 26. French Neo-classic Theatre: history, customs, and performance conventions. 
 
March 31. Rehearse scene and speech #3. 
 
April 2. Rehearse scene and speech #3. 
 
April 7. Rehearse scene and speech #3. 
 
April 9. Rehearse scene and speech #3. 
 
April 14. Rehearse scene and speech #3. 
 
April 16. Rehearse scene and speech #3. 
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April 21. Rehearse scene and speech #3. 
 
April 23. Last day of class. Rehearse scene and speech #3. 
 
April 28. Monday, 3:30pm. Final Exam.  
Attendance Policy: 
This is a course that requires participation. Attendance is necessary as well as 
mandatory and absences will count against your grade. The following policy will 
pertain to this class. 

3 - 5 unexcused absences Final Grade drops one letter. 
6 unexcused absences You fail the course. 

If you provide appropriate documentation, you may receive an excused absence that 
will not count against your grade in any way. This means a note from your doctor for 
illness, death notice for a death in the family, and formal notification for university 
excused absences. Students missing due to an excused absence must notify me 
within one week following the period of the absence. For additional information 
regarding these policies, please refer to page 72 of the current university 
bulletin. You may access on line at 
http://www.uky.edu/Registrar/bulletinCurrent/acreq.pdf 

If you need to miss for religious observances, you must notify me in writing no later 
than one week before you plan to miss. 

Anyone not in class when I finish the roll will be absent unless you can provide and 
document a good reason for your tardiness. It is your responsibility to tell me after 
class that you were present. 

You may only makeup work for which you have an excused absence. 
 
Disabilities: If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please 
see me as soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommodations in 
this course, you must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource 
Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for 
coordination of campus disability services available to students with disabilities.  
 
Statement of Academic Integrity: The university policy as defined by University Senate Rules 
6.3.1 and 6.3.2 <www.uky.edu/USC/NEW/SenateRulesMain.htm> applies for this course. 
The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on which the offense 
occurred.  If the offense is considered severe or the student has other academic offenses on their 
record, more serious penalties, up to suspension from the university may be imposed.   
 
Make-Up Opportunities: Make up opportunities for missed quizzes, exams, & assignment due 
dates will only be offered in the case of an excused absence & with prior notification of the 
instructor. 
 
Syllabus Changes: This syllabus & schedule are subject to change at the discretion of the 
instructor. If changes are deemed necessary students will be notified in class & by email. 
 




