
Notes  
Revocation of Degree – Case Law 
 
“Schools hold an implied power to control school records and to revoke credentials 
conferred upon students (e.g., degrees, credits, etc.), where such actions are in 
response to a former student's conduct that occurred during the student's enrollment, 
and as long as the school acts with good cause and after due process. A former 
student's withdrawal or graduation from school does not end or obviate the relationship, 
nor does it permanently vest a former student's status with the school. When a school 
confers credentials, the school places its imprimatur on a student; degrees and credits 
are a school's implicit endorsement of someone's academic qualifications and personal 
character, whether they be a current or former student.”   Doe v. Salisbury University, 
107 F. Supp. 3d 481, 492 (D. Md. 2015) (sexual misconduct case) 
 
“See Hand v. Matchett, 957 F.2d 791, 794–95 (10th Cir.1992); Crook v. Baker, 813 F.2d 
88, 92–94 (6th Cir.1987); Waliga v. Board of Trustees of Kent State University, 22 Ohio 
St.3d 55, 488 N.E.2d 850, 852–53 (1986).  According to these courts, a university has 
the inherent power to revoke a degree if (1) there is proper cause for such action and 
(2) the former student is provided with notice and an opportunity to be heard that is 
sufficient under the Constitution. See Crook, 813 F.2d at 93 (quoting Waliga, 488 
N.E.2d at 850). Furthermore, the fact that these cases all dealt with academic 
misconduct, as opposed to a disciplinary infraction such as the one involved in the 
present case, does not weaken their value as authority, for the rationale set forth in 
those opinions also applies to the University's ability to revoke a degree for a violation of 
the Honor System.”   Goodreau v. Rector and Visitors of University of Virginia, 116 F. 
Supp. 2d 694, 703 (W.D. Va. 2000) 
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