Instructor: 

Alan D. DeSantis, Ph. D. 

Office Hours: 
 
After class for one hour

Office: 

Grehan Building 234 

Phone: 

257-1975  (or call 257-3621 and leave message)

E-Mail: 

addesa01@uky.edu 

COM 454

Honors Seminar: Race and Empowerment
Spring Semester, 2002

Race and Empowerment (COM 454) is a course designed to examine the issues of African-American race relations, prejudice, empowerment, and whiteness in America.

Course Goals

By  the end of the course it is hoped that you will have gained the following:

1. A greater understanding of racism from both a white and black perspective.

2. Exposure to the leading critical and social theorists of today that are most actively engaged in defining and debating race and empowerment issues in America.

3. An understanding of the major issues and points of contention that define the debate on race and empowerment.

4. A comprehension of the causes and effects of racism and prejudice.

5. A clearer grasp of the role that each of you can play in fighting racism in America.

6. A richer understanding of the black culture.

What is Expected From You

1. Read EVERYTHING assigned, when it is assigned!

2. Be prepared to discuss, debate, share, and think with the rest of your classmates.

3. Push your comfort zone.

4. Be open to new ideas.

5. Be honest about your feelings and reactions to our discussions and readings.

6. Be civil and respect alternative perspectives.

Required Material

Delgado, R. & J Stefancic (Eds). (1997). Critical white studies. Looking behind the mirror. Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press.

McWhorter, J. (2001). Losing the race: Self-sabotage in black America. New York: Perennial.

Mosley, W. (Ed). (1999). Black genius: African American solutions to African American problems. New York: W. W. Norton and Company.

West, C. (1993). Race matters. Boston: Beacon Press.

A portable tape recorder

Attendance

You will be allowed two unexcused absence.  For every exceeding unexcused absence, there will be a 2.5% grade reduction from your final grade.  To have an absence excused, you will need to give your instructor legitimate written proof from a recognized source explaining the absence.

Classroom Ethics

We expect that all of the work you do in COM 101 (and in all of your other courses) is always your own.  We find, however, that many students are not sure exactly what the "your own" means.  We want you to read again the information on PLAGIARISM and CHEATING from your UK Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook:

3.1 Plagiarism

All academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by a student to his/her instructor or other academic supervisor, is expected to be the result of his/her own thought, research, or self-expression.  In any case in which a student feels unsure about a question of plagiarism involving his/her work, s/he is obligated to consult the instructor before submitting it.  When a student submits work purporting to be his/her own, but which in any way borrows ideas, organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgment of the fact, the student is guilty of plagiarism.

Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work is done, it must be done by the student and the student alone.

3.2 Cheating

Cheating is defined by its general usage.  It includes, but is not limited to, the wrongful giving, taking, or presenting any information or material by a student with the intent of aiding him/herself or another on any academic work which is considered in any way in the determination of the final grade.  Any question of definition shall be referred to the University Appeals Board.

The sanction of punishment for a student who is accused of either plagiarizing or cheating is a minimum of an E grade for the entire course, but it may involve suspension, dismissal, or expulsion from the University.  As you can see, these are serious measures for academic offenses which we believe are serious.  If you have any questions about whether you may be committing either of these academic offenses, be sure to contact your instructor.
Course Assignments and Grading

Quizzes (50 points)

The largest part of your grade will come from quizzes given before class that will test you on how well (and how much) you read and comprehended.

Class Participation (10 points)

Since this class is a seminar based on the Socratic notion of the exchange of ideas, your participation is necessary.  

Major Paper (40 points)

There is only so much we can learn from books. And since we still live in a de facto segregated America, many of us still have little sincere contact with black culture. Consequently, for your paper, you will need to attempt to understand black culture by spending time with African Americans and in the black community. 

While your paper’s focus and theme will hopefully emerge out of your own individual interests, lived experiences, and concerns, some possible questions you may want to explore in your paper are 1) what have you learned about yourself through this experience, 2) what have you learned about the black community, 3) what have you learned about the people you interviewed, 4) what have you learned about racism and prejudice, 5) how can what you learned be incorporated into what we have discussed and read in class, and 6) how has this experience changed the way you will interact with the black community in the future?

If you are an  African American student, select a  culture that you most dislike and distrust to explore (other than the white culture). Use this as an experience to fight your own demons.

Important ethical rules:

-Never put yourself at risk.

-Remember, you are intruding in their community. 

-Don’t always expect the warmest of welcomes. There are many historic and social reasons why you may not receive one. 

-Make sure you give as much back as you take from the people and communities you interact with. 

The data for your paper:

A. Interviews

-You will need to conduct three different interviews.

-Only one of the interviewees can be a student.

-Your interviewees cannot be all the same sex .

-Your interviewees should be from different classes.

-Your interviewees should be from different generations.

-Your interviews should be taped.

B. Participant Observation

-You will need to be a participant observer on three different occasions

-Spend time in the black community (watching, partying, interacting, playing, helping, working, etc.).

-You should spend at least 1.5 to 2 hours at each interaction.

-You should keep a field notes of each experience (e.g., detailed notes on your experience). Make sure you not only record the facts of the encounter, but also your emotional reaction and thoughts.

C. Academic Material

-Incorporate salient class material.

-Utilize any outside material written on the subject most important to your paper.

The pragmatics of the paper:

-You must have at least 50% (3 of the 6) of your interviews and observations finished by midterm.

-You must turn in your field notes and tapes with your final paper.

-Your paper is due the last day of our regularly scheduled class.

-Your paper should be 12-15 pages in length. 

Keys to a successful (life-changing) experience:

-Push your comfort zone.

-Challenge your worst prejudices and stereotypes.

-Be committed to this project. You will get as much out of this assignment as you invest.

454 Schedule for Spring 2002

January

9
Introduction 

14
Race Matters—view 20 min. documentary, read Intro & ch. 1

16 
Race Matters—ch. 2 & 3

21—MLK Day

23 
Race Matters—ch. 4 & 5

28 
Race Matters—ch. 7 & 8

30
Losing the Race—ch. 1

February

4 
Losing the Race—ch. 2

6 
Losing the Race—ch. 3

11 
Losing the Race—ch. 4

13 
Losing the Race—ch. 5

18 
Losing the Race—ch. 6

20 
Losing the Race—ch. 7 & afterword

25
Black Genius—ch. 1 & 3

27 
Black Genius—ch. 4 & 5

March

4 
Black Genius—ch. 7 & 8

6 
Black Genius—ch. 9 & 10

11—Spring Break 

13—Spring Break

18 
Black Genius—ch. 11& 12

20 
Black Genius—ch. 13 & 14

25 
Catch-Up Day

27 
Critical White Studies—ch. 1-9

April

1 
Critical White Studies—ch. 12, 15, 16

3 
Critical White Studies—ch. 17 18, 19, 22

8 
Critical White Studies—ch. 39-46

10 
Critical White Studies—ch. 47-55

15 
Critical White Studies—ch.56, 58-61, 63, 66

17 
Critical White Studies—ch. 100-107

22 
Critical White Studies—ch. 108-114

24 
Catch-up Day and Paper Day!

